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SAINTS ended their i f ■ 
three-game losing I 
streak but were still I! 
held to a 1-1 draw by , 
bottom of the table As- ffil! f ^ } Q 
ton Villa at St Mary’s. 

Ronald Koeman’s side ere- . A 

ated a string of fantastic op¬ 
portunities which they failed ^ 

to take and fell behind just 
before half time as Joleon Le- 
scott scored from a corner. 

Saints got themselves a 

set piece equaliser as Oriol . I\ 

Romeu turned home in the / 

second period with his first )»-- f-lJg ^ 

goal for the club but the draw ^ 

was not really the result Koe- ■/' 

man was hoping for against a 

Villa side who have won just 

one Premier League match all 

season. 

Report, pictures and reac- 
tion on pages 2-3 g 
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Saturday, December 5,2015 


Saints 1 Aston Villa 1 

Draw offers up 
some comforts 


SAINTS ended their 
three-game losing 
streak but were still 
held to a 1-1 draw by 
bottom-of-the-table As¬ 
ton Villa at St Mary’s. 

Ronald Koeman’s side cre¬ 
ated a string of fantastic op¬ 
portunities that they failed 
to take and fell behind just 
before half-time as Joleon 
Lescott scored from a corner. 

Saints got themselves a 
set-piece equaliser as Oriol 
Romeu turned home in the 
second period with his first 
goal for the club, but the 
draw was not really the re¬ 
sult Koeman was hoping 
for against a Villa side who 
have won just one Premier 
League match all season. 

Saints had the chance to 
make a great start and to set¬ 
tle the nerves, as after just 
two minutes Sadio Mane 
spun in behind and cut back 
from the left by-line. 

The ball eventually came 
out to Dusan Tadic just in¬ 
side the area but his side¬ 
footed shot went over the 
bar. 

Moments later, Tadic 
turned provider for another 
fantastic chance. This time, 
the Serbian’s incisive pass 
from the left picked out the 
run of Graziano Pelle, who 
slid in to meet it with a shot 
from six yards out but the 
outcome was the same. 

Saints were flying but de¬ 
spite their persistent efforts 
another chance went beg¬ 
ging on 16 minutes as Tadic 
stood up a cross from the 

BATTLE: Villa’s Rudi Gestede gets above Southampton’s Cedric Soares right, which Mane brought 




INTENSITY: Ronald Koeman shows his passion 


TEAM CHECK 


• Ronald Koeman made two 
changes to the Saints side 
that were beaten 6-1 by Liv¬ 
erpool on Wednesday. 

• Captain Jose Fonte was fit 
to return after missing the 
games with the Reds with a 
cut knee. He replaced Ste¬ 
ven Caulker in defence. 

• The other change saw 
Jordy Clasie drop to the 
bench with James Ward- 
Prowse starting. 

• Aston Villa named an at¬ 
tacking line-up with both 
Jordan Ayew and Rudy 

down on his chest before 
slicing a half-volley over. 

Leandro Bacuna was the 
first Villa player to try his 
luck but fired an effort from 
20 yards wide of the near 
post. 

Saints got closer still on 


Gestede starting the game. 

• Saints: Stekelenburg, Ce¬ 
dric, Fonte, van Dijk, Ber¬ 
trand, Wanyama, S Davis, 
Ward-Prowse, Mane, Tadic, 
Pelle. 

• Subs: K Davis, Martina, 
Caulker, Romeu, Clasie, 
Juanmi, Long. 

• Aston Villa: Guzan, Hutton, 
Okore, Lescott, Bacuna, 
Gueye, Veretout, Sanchez, 
Sinclair, Ayew, Gestede. 

• Subs: Bunn, Mori, Richard¬ 
son, Gil, Westwood, Traore, 
Agbonlahor. 

19 minutes as Brad Guzan’s 
weak punch from James 
Ward-Prowse’s inswinging, 
left-wing corner fell to Jose 
Fonte eight yards out. He 
stabbed a shot past Guzan 
and on target but Rudy Gest¬ 
ede cleared off the line. 


Venice, Verona & 
Lake Garda 



8 days from £769 Flying direct from an airport 
near you, 18 May, 15,22,29 June, 6 July, 7,21 
September & 5 October 2016 

An idyllic comer of the world and two of Europe’s most 
fascinating, enthralling and historic cities, brought to life. 

Tour highlights 

*/ Spend a week on the sun-kissed shores of Lake Garda 
y/ Enjoy a full-day visit to Venice, La Serenissima 
*/ Discover the of Roman Verona, city of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
*/ Journey through the majestic Dolomite mountains 
y/ Enjoy a ‘Grand Circular Tour’ of Lake Garda 
y/ Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced tour manager 
y/ Seven nights’ three-star dinner, bed and breakfast hotel 
accommodation, return flights and transfers 
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Holidays 



COMPANY 



call 0330 160 7751 
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RESURGENCE: Southampton’s Oriol Romeu equalises 



STRUGGLE: Villa’s Joleon Lescott clears under pressure from Southampton’s Dusan Tadic 


From the next corner, Ward- 
Prowse picked out Mane a few 
yards from goal but he couldn’t 
make a proper connection to his 
header as the ball skipped up off 
the turf and it went wide. 

Maarten Stekelenburg saw his 
first action as Idrissa Gana-Gueye 
fired in a well-struck shot from 25 
yards, but it was straight down 
the middle and the Saints keeper 
scooped it up. 

Ward-Prowse did something sim¬ 
ilar at the other end on 27 minutes. 

Gestede should have done better 
when Jordan Veretout got down 
the left and picked him out with a 
low cross but the Villa man could 
barely make any connection with 
the ball. 

Mane created another Saints 
opening on 34 minutes with a 
cross from the right by-line. Pelle 
met it with a stooping header 
eight yards out but could only di¬ 
rect it towards Guzan, who made 
the save. 

Saints’ wastefulness was pun¬ 
ished as Villa took the lead a min¬ 
ute before half time. 

Veretout fired in an inswinging, 
left-wing corner that whistled 
through barely off the ground and 
made its way into the centre of the 
six-yard box. Joleon Lescott had 
lost the attentions of Fonte and 
was on hand to provide a simple 
tap-in of a finish from close range. 

Saints got off to another bright 
start in the second period, Mane’s 
shot deflecting just wide in the 
opening moments. However, a 
continued lack of pressing high 
up the pitch and a Villa team now 
with every reason to get their 
whole team behind the ball and de¬ 
fend gave the visitors the chance 
to run the clock down. 

Indeed, in spells it was Villa look¬ 
ing more comfortable on the ball 
and the bigger attacking threat, as 
was signalled again when a nice 
move ended with Jordan Ayew’s 
well-hit shot from 20 yards being 
deflected behind. 

Lescott then rose highest to meet 


the far post corner but couldn’t di¬ 
rect it on target. 

Steven Davis so nearly levelled 
things up for Saints as Cedric 
Soares’ cross found him un¬ 
marked ten yards out. He brought 
the ball down on his chest and 
struck a half-volley goalwards but 
it deflected just over. 

Moments later, Virgil van Dijk 
won a header from a corner but 
guided it wide. Saints made a dou¬ 
ble change on 63 minutes with 
Victor Wanyama limping off to be 
replaced by Romeu, while Juanmi 
came on for Tadic. 

The Spaniard almost had an in¬ 
stant impact as he leaped to meet 
Cedric’s cross but it was just a bit 
too high and it skimmed off his 


head and wide. Juanmi worked 
Guzan on 70 minutes as he was 
played in down the centre and 
pulled the trigger from just out¬ 
side the area, but the Villa keeper 
got down to his left to save. 

There was nothing he could do 
on 73 minutes as Saints finally 
scored. 

Ward-Prowse’s inswinging, left- 
wing corner found Romeu at the 
far post. He showed great strength 
to hold off Carlos Sanchez and 
slid home to finish from a couple 
of yards out. 

Villa responded with their first 
change as Ashley Westwood re¬ 
placed Gestede. That was followed 
by Kieran Richardson coming on 
for Bacuna. Westwood had a good 


chance with ten minutes remain¬ 
ing as a curling cross found him 
at the far post, but he sliced a poor 
finish well wide. 

Saints made a final switch on 83 
minutes with Shane Long replac¬ 
ing Mane. 

Saints were inevitably pressing 
on and looking for a winner while 
Villa tried to hold on to what they 
had. 

Despite five minutes of added 
time, Saints were unable to con¬ 
jure up a winning goal as Van 
Dijk couldn’t find the target with 
a header from a Ward-Prowse 
corner. Long fired into the side 
netting from distance, but the fi¬ 
nal whistle soon blew to confirm 
Saints had to settle for a point. 


‘We did 
everything 
to score 
and win’ 

RONALD Koeman was left to rue 
missed chances as Saints were held to 
a 1-1 draw by Aston Villa at St Mary’s. 

The Saints boss felt his side could 
have been at least four goals up after 
the first 20 minutes, and yet found 
themselves trailing 1-0 at half time. 

They did rescue a point through Oriol 
Romeu, but it was not the win Saints 
were hoping for against the Premier 
League’s bottom team after three 
defeats on the spin. 

Koeman said: “I think the start in the 
game was like last year, but after 20 
minutes with some mistakes last year it 
was 4-0 I think. It was now 0-0. 

“I think that was a big difference why 
we get more problems than we expect 
in how we start the game. 

“I think we had in the first 20 minutes 
four big opportunities and you have to 
score because that makes it more easy. 

“You don’t expect if you start well the 
game to be down after 45 minutes, but 
you have to take that situation and you 
hope the players will be patient, the 
belief and the confidence to come back 
in the game. 

“I think 20 minutes after half time we 
struggled a little bit, we had not good 
possession on the pitch, but the last 
20-25 minutes I think we showed good 
character, we had chances, we scored 
the 1-1 and we did everything to win the 
game 

“Some days you get your chances but 
you don’t score and it was difficult. 

“They dropped very back, but still we 
create some good chances. 

“It wasn’t to score more than one, but 
sometimes it happens in football that 
you are the better team, you get the 
better chances, and you lose the game. 

“At least one point. We don’t sign if 
we play home for one point, but 
circumstances not scoring in the first 
20 minutes and one down after half time 
congratulations to the players because 
the belief and spirit we kept until the 
last second. 

“We did everything to score and win 
the game but it wasn’t like that.” 



A disappointed Koeman. 
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Paine’s World 


The Saints legend's 


column on all Things football 


in top flight success 


LATE last season the Premier 
League sold the rights to the 2016- 
2019 season for over £5.1 bn. 

The sale of these rights were followed by 
the sale of broadcast rights in the United 
States totalling nearly another £700m. 

The amount of money flowing through 
the Premier League is astronomical and 
unprecedented. It has seemingly spurred 
teams like Stoke to break the bank for play¬ 
ers. 

Such spending has led to criticism about 
the amount of money being spent by teams 
and claims that such exorbitant expendi¬ 
tures by teams are short sighted. 

Philip Lahm for instance blasted the 
league for the excessive expense of money, 
particularly by mid-table teams, calling 
them “crass”. 

The implication behind his comments is 
that just because there is money to be spent, 
doesn’t mean teams should be spending it 
like Bayern. But Lahm’s criticism misses 
the mark. 

For one thing, Stoke aren’t going to be mis¬ 
taken for Bayern, no matter how much they 
spend. But more importantly, teams aren’t 
breaking the bank for players. 

They’re not risking their long-term health 
for a shot at instant glory 

The “crass” mid-table teams, they are us¬ 
ing the benefit of this money to attract the 
types of talent they couldn’t before, but the 
influx of money means they can afford it 
now. In terms of net spend, it’s actually very 
little for many EPL clubs. 

More importantly, spending money is not 
the only factor in the success of certain mid¬ 
table clubs. It may not even be the most im¬ 
portant factor. 

The mid-table teams that have succeeded 
have created better management plans, 
stuck to them, and are identifying talent at 
a better rate. 

By focusing on the money alone, Lahm is 
missing the fact that teams are spending 
smarter and managerial talent is better 
than it has ever been. 

Sure, the money plays a role, but it’s not 
the only reason for success at clubs like 
Leicester City and Crystal Palace. 

Take Stoke’s signing of Shaqiri as an ex¬ 
ample. 

Under Mark Hughes, Stoke have adapted 
from a plodding Tony Pulis-style to an at¬ 
tack first system. 

Hughes recognised that the key to the sys¬ 
tem is ensuring there are talented wingers 
and strikers. 

After snagging a forgotten Bojan last year 
for less than £500,000, Hughes saw a player 
in Shaqiri that fit his system and was up for 
sale. 

The cost of getting that player was for 
Stoke to spend more than they ever had, 


Dusan Tadic is tackled by Stoke’s Xherdan Shaqiri 

£12m. However, that doesn’t tell the full c 
story. 

Despite paying a club-record fee for Sha- l 
qiri, Stoke’s net spend was a mere £3.1m. To \ 

pay the rest of the bill they used the sale of I 

talented players developed at the club — As- 
mir Begovic and Steven N’Zonzi t 

Notably, the biggest lure for Shaqiri \ 
wasn’t the wages, but the chance to get reg¬ 
ular football in a league that top to bottom 
may be the best in the world. On top of that i 
he would get to play for a respected manager 
who had a clear system and a specific place l 
in that system for him. I 

Hughes continues to utilise his Spanish £ 
connections to find forgotten players, those 
who couldn’t crack it at a Barcelona or a c 
Real Madrid and were on loan, but who still t 
have tons of class and potential. t 

He is offering these players the chance to t 
make good wages, get regular playing time, 
and play in a system where they can show- £ 


case their skills. 

Any of these things alone likely wouldn’t 
be enough to get a player to play on cold, 
wet, rainy November Saturdays in Stoke. 
But together they do. 

And it’s not just Stoke. Teams throughout 
the league are using money in conjunction 
with their own systems to lure top players. 

It’s not crass, its smart. 

What Stoke is doing is nothing new and 
not a secret. 

For several years now, Southampton has 
been offering players the opportunity to 
play top flight football, to show their skills, 
and to get payouts as they move on. 

Southampton’s managers (Mauricio Po- 
chettino and Ronald Koeman) recognise the 
talent the team has and implement a system 
to suit the players. The result is a benefit to 
the player and to the team. 

Using the Premier League riches, South¬ 
ampton spent nearly £37m on players. With 


the sale of players bringing in nearly £38m, 
Southampton actually made money. 

Crystal Palace, Swansea, and Leicester 
likewise built around a system and asked 
the fans to trust the manager (Alan Pardew, 
Gary Monk, and Claudio Raineri respec¬ 
tively). 

In turn each team’s manager has repaid 
the team and fans alike by recognising tal¬ 
ent on the roster, adapting their system, 
and then gradually bringing in new, better 
players that fit the system, or in the case 
of Leicester, simply tweaking the system 
to maximize the talents of the players on 
the roster. 

What’s perhaps most remarkable about 
the rise of mid-table teams -or league lead¬ 
ing teams like Leicester- isn’t that they 
can begin to more regularly challenge the 
traditional powers (or lead the league), it’s 
that it could very well continue into the fu¬ 
ture. 


Money not only factor 
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CHELSEA 0 BOURNEMOUTH 1 

Cherries on 
champions < 



CHELSEA were plunged into 
crisis once more as Bourne¬ 
mouth claimed the biggest 
scalp of their Barclays Pre¬ 
mier League campaign 
with a 1-0 win at Stamford 
Bridge. 

Jose Mourinho thought the reign¬ 
ing champions had turned a corner, 
but Eddie Howe’s visitors inflicted 
an eighth defeat of the season, the 
fourth at home. 

Glenn Murray headed in moments 
after coming off the substitutes’ 
bench and, while there may have 
been a hint of offside, the Cherries 
deserved their win in front of Chel¬ 
sea owner Roman Abramovich, who 
could yet wield the managerial axe. 

Bournemouth won the Champi¬ 
onship last season and Chelsea the 
Premier League, with the victory 
showing not just how far the Cher¬ 
ries had come, but how far the Blues 
have fallen. 

Diego Costa started as a substitute 
for a second straight game, but, un¬ 
like at Tottenham, the striker was 
not left to brood for the entire 90 
minutes and came on at half-time. 

Costa’s presence was limited until 
he fouled Adam Smith, was denied 
a penalty when his cutback hit Si¬ 
mon Francis on the arm and then 
was shown a yellow card for a foul 
on Matt Ritchie in quick succession. 

Pedro, or Costa, should have scored 
15 minutes from time, but neither 
could get on the end of Branislav 
Ivanovic’s dangerous cross as Chel¬ 
sea became increasingly frustrated 
by referee Mike Jones’ decisions. 

And Mourinho will be furious 
when he sees the replays of Mur¬ 
ray’s winner, which came when 
Thibaut Courtois flapped at a cor¬ 
ner and the former Crystal Palace 
striker headed in. 

Chelsea face further examinations 
against Porto and Leicester in the 
next 10 days, while the Cherries 
next play Manchester United. 

Eden Hazard received a written re¬ 
port after his Tottenham display as 
Mourinho wanted to leave no doubt 
over his delight at the performance. 

His first-half appraisal, continu¬ 
ing as Chelsea’s "false nine”, is un¬ 
likely to have been glowing. 

The Belgian had a chance to end 
his search for a first goal of the sea¬ 
son in his 20th game in the opening 
moments, but his shot was less than 


convincing and straight at Artur 
Boruc, the goalkeeper back from a 
six-week injury absence. 

Hazard would have been marked 
down by Mourinho soon after, too, 
when he lost the ball to Smith, in 
for the ill Sylvain Distin, and Junior 
Stanislas shot. Fortunately for Haz¬ 
ard, Gary Cahill blocked. 

Courtois was back for the first 
time in three months after his knee 
injury and soon showed why he was 


immediately restored, saving well 
from Stanislas. 

Joshua King could not get the 
rebound away and then fired at 
Courtois at the near post. 

The visitors attacked with pace 
and the Blues were vulnerable, par¬ 
ticularly out wide. Costa, who flung 
his substitutes’ bib at Mourinho 
at the end of last Sunday’s draw at 
White Hart Lane, needed help from 
John Obi Mikel to put on his green 


bib after 29 minutes before warm¬ 
ing up on the touchline. 

Chelsea were ponderous in pos¬ 
session and appeared to lack a pres¬ 
ence up front, with Boruc saving 
from Hazard, Pedro and Oscar. 

Mourinho had seen enough, send¬ 
ing on Costa for Oscar. 

The muted half-time boos turned 
to applause just at the sight of the 
Spain striker going on. 

Nemanja Matic, wearing a protec¬ 


tive mask, should have done better 
than head over Willian’s cross be¬ 
fore Jones ignored Costa’s penalty 
appeal before booking the striker. 

Costa stretched to toe-poke Cesc 
Fabregas’ ball over the top, but 
Boruc saved. 

Murray scored eight minutes 
from time and Bournemouth might 
have had two more when Ritchie 
and Harry Arter fired wide on the 
counter-attack in a memorable win. 
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Stourbridge 0 Eastleigh 2 

Spitfires make history 
as Stourbridge sunk 



EASTLEIGH survived 
a fierce test at the 
hands of Stourbridge 
to reach the third 
round of the FA Cup 
for the first time in the 
club’s history. 

James Constable and Josh 
Payne were the heroes for 
Chris Todd’s side, the pair 
both striking in the second- 
half, writes Paul McNamara. 

And Ross Flitney capped 
a historic afternoon for the 
Spitfires, the visiting ‘keep¬ 
er saving Karl Hawley’s pen¬ 
alty to soothe any late Spit¬ 
fires nerves. 

Their job done, Eastleigh 
can watch Monday night’s 
draw dreaming of landing a 
Premier League giant next. 

Given the scale of the prize 
at stake this was a surpris¬ 
ingly open encounter from 
the off. 

Paul Reid was central to 
the early action, the East¬ 
leigh skipper charging down 
Justin Richards’ fierce shot, 
but soon being cautioned for 
upending Chris Lait on half¬ 
way. 

The Spitfires’ first sniff of 
goal came when Lewis Solly 
had to rush out to prevent 
Constable from latching 
onto Stuart Pierpoint’s weak 
header back towards his 
‘keeper. 

The visitors sustained the 
pressure with Ben Strevens 
directing Payne’s floated 
ball back across the face of 
goal, with no attacking bod¬ 
ies on hand to apply a deci¬ 
sive touch. 

Todd’s men were swiftly on 
the defensive, however. Leon 
Broadhurst’s high 14th min¬ 
ute cross from the right was 
caught in the swirling wind, 
with the ball eventually 
landing for Kristian Rich¬ 
ards to drill an effort that de¬ 
flected over off a fast-closing 
Michael Green. 

The away side were soon 
launching a counter that 
would have had the purists 
purring. Strevens calmly 
cleared his lines, sweeping 
a pass to Joe Partington. 
Payne and Jack Midson took 
over to move play forward, 
with Jai Reason finally pick¬ 
ing out the surging Strevens, 



who was crowded out in the 
area by a swarm of red and 
white shirts. 

Shortly after, Reason had a 
measured effort from the left 
of the area drift a yard past 
the far post but, on 36 min¬ 
utes, Hawley was presented 
with a gilt-edge opportunity. 
The forward raced clear 
onto Tom Tonks’ through 
ball but, opting to lift his at¬ 
tempted finish over Flitney, 
the ex-Carlisle man chipped 
narrowly high of the target. 

Eastleigh were still under 
the pump after the interval. 
Stourbridge substitute Ben 
Billingham announced his 


arrival by hitting a free-kick 
that clipped the defensive 
wall on its way past Flitney’s 
right-hand post. 

Then, moments later, came 
what would be the most prof¬ 
itable of set-pieces for the 
Spitfires. Payne’s whipped 
delivery from the right was 
met by Partington, whose 
glancing header was des¬ 
perately kept out by Solly, 
improvising to save with his 
legs. 

Constable, though, was 
Eastleigh’s Johnny-on-the- 
spot, first to the rebound and 
finishing into an empty net. 

Minutes later Reason 
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pounced on a loose pass to 
roll Andy Drury in on his 
left. The former Luton play¬ 
er, however, was denied by 
the home number one rush¬ 
ing out to smother at the 
midfielder’s feet. 

Stourbridge’s first convinc¬ 
ing attempt at delivering a 
riposte came when electric 
winger Matt Todd burst 
down the right to play a one- 
two with Hawley To the visi¬ 
tors’ immense relief, Todd’s 
delivery flashed through the 
six-yard box without receiv¬ 
ing a touch. 

Then, in the 77th minute, 
Payne struck. Constable lo¬ 


cated Strevens’ run to the 
by-line, with the midfielder 
intelligently cutting-back 
for his advancing midfielder. 
Payne did the rest, crashing 
the ball low into the right 
corner of goal. 

But the action wasn’t over 
there. Will Evans shoved 
Hawley in the area, with the 
fouled player picking him¬ 
self up to take the penalty, 
only to be denied by Flitney, 
diving to his left and push¬ 
ing to safety. 

The wind had been taken 
from the Stourbridge sails, 
and Eastleigh’s celebrations 
could begin. 



Eastleigh 
boss wants 
top teams 

EASTLEIGH manager Chris 
Todd is hoping for hometown 
club Swansea or Arsenal in the 
the FA Cup third round. 

After leading the Spitfires 
into the FA Cup third round 
for the first time in the club’s 
history, Todd said: “I would love 
to get Swansea away as they’re 
my local team but my dad’s a 
massive Arsenal fan so to get 
them at the Emirates would be 
incredible too. 

“My dad was in the crowd 
today and will have his fingers 
crossed as he travels to Arsenal 
regularly from Swansea.” 

Todd dedicated Eastleigh’s 
2-0 win at Stourbridge to club 
chairman Stewart Donald. 

“This is for the chairman and 
his staff, they deserve it for 
all their hard work,” he said. 
“We couldn’t have wished for 
anymore, I just pray we get a 
nice tie. 

“We were very, very 
professional, the players 
worked extremely hard against 
a team that gave absolutely 
everything and deserve a lot of 
credit. 

“My players did extremely 
well, they dug in deep and 
got their just rewards, they 
controlled the game. 

“It was an unbelievable 
achievement for Stourbridge to 
get this far but my boys put in a 
performance I knew they were 
capable of. 

“We had a bit of luck at times 
but that’s the FA Cup - we’re 
buzzing for the draw now. 

“It was a potential banana 
skin but my boys were prepared 
and worked really hard. The 
first goal was obviously a relief, 
James Constable was the first 
to react and Josh Payne was 
proper calm to put the second 
in the back of the net. 

“This is a massive 
achievement.” 



Eastleigh boss Chris Todd. 
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Cup fate never on 
side of the Saints 



Saints suffered more cup heartache as they were beaten by Liverpool in the Captial One Cup quarter-finals 


Long wait fora 
major trophy 
drags on further 

WHAT is it about Southamp¬ 
ton and cup competitions? 

Again cup fever washed over 
the city this week as another year 
brought another tantalising glimpse 
of some potential silverware on the 
horizon, but once more it was all 
over before anybody had the chance 
to think too long and hard about ar¬ 
rangements for Wembley 

Leaving aside the 6-1 defeat to 
Liverpool, which has been picked 
over in enough detail elsewhere, 
the more general point is the lack 
of success Saints have had over the 
years in the cups. 

They have been fantastic in the 
league. Sustaining top flight football 
for so much of the last 40 years has 
been a real triumph for what is still 
a provincial club. 

The Premier League has of course 
expanded budgets and opportuni¬ 
ties beyond just Hampshire, or even 
England, but even so Saints remain 
a side whose core support lies in its 
own immediate catchment area. 

Having played for so many years at 
The Dell while other sides expanded, 
and always having been a club with 
limited means compared to others 
in the top tier of English football, it 
has been a genuine triumph. 

But for a club who has found them¬ 
selves at the top table of this coun¬ 
try’s footballing elite for so long, 
one, solitary major trophy in the 
cabinet is both surprising and dis¬ 
appointing. 

Oddly enough of course, the FA 
Cup win in 1976 came when Saints 
were not in the top flight. 

Since then - ignoring the minor 
competitions of the Johnstone’s 
Paint Trophy and the Zenith Data 
System Cup - we have had one lost 
FA Cup final in 2003, and a League 
Cup final defeat. And that is about 
all there is to shout about. 

It’s actually quite shocking. 

In the Premier League era alone 
the League Cup has been won by 
comparable clubs to Saints on nu¬ 
merous occasions. 

Middlesbrough, Birmingham and 
Swansea have all lifted the trophy, 
while Leicester have won it twice. 

In that same period, the FA Cup, 
which is taken more seriously by 
the major teams, has still been won 
by Everton, Portsmouth and Wigan. 

As we close in on the 40th anniver¬ 
sary of that glorious day in 1976, it is 
also worth some reflection. 

Of course, we should celebrate and 


rejoice that historic day for Saints. 

Any day a club wins a trophy is 
special for all those fans so invested 
in it at the time, and the generations 
to come that hear the stories. 

But it is sad to think that there 


has been nothing else to rival it in 
all that time, just a couple of nearly 
moments. 

Saints didn’t even win their pro¬ 
motions by lifting a title, even when 
they should have done in League 


One. 

With the League Cup done for an¬ 
other year, let us hope for better in 
the FA Cup. 

The magic of football is you can 
always dream. 


Neville’s 

challenge 

GOOD ON Gary Neville 
for taking on a massive 
challenge at Valencia. 

He might well be a rookie 
when it comes to 
management, and his 
appointment appears to be 
thanks to his connection to 
the wealthy businessman at 
the top of the Spanish club, 
but it’s still refreshing to see 
somebody take such a big 
step. 

As a footballing country we 
can be so insular sometimes. 

We struggle to see beyond 
our own shores, and to the 
opportunities that lie 
elsewhere, while our own top 
flight is awash with foreigners 
who do not suffer from the 
same problem. 

To go abroad and learn so 
much about a different way of 
doing things can surely only 
make for a better manager. 

Neville has been a superb 
pundit, but if he wanted to go 
into a hot seat somewhere, 
what a job this is. 

He knows as well as anyone 
that with his name and 
reputation, a good stint in 
Spain will set him up for 
either the Manchester United 
or England jobs, with Louis 
van Gaal and Roy Hodgson 
both unlikely to stick around 
for too long. 

It’s not the easy option, but 
it looks a good one. 



Gary Neville 


Fury got it 
just right 

IF THERE’S one thing you 
should know about Adam 
Rant by now, it’s that Adam 
Rant doesn’t really do 
predictions. 

Tyson Fury’s win over 
Wladimir Klitschko was 
further proof of that. 

It might have been 
incredibly boring, but still 
Fury got his tactics spot on 
and, as we did speculate last 
week, time has clearly caught 
up with Klitschko. 

It is a bit of a surprise to 
see Klitschko really risk his 
legacy by taking his rematch 
option, but what will be 
fascinating is the gameplans 
both will come up with. 

Klitschko surely must know 
he has to attack, and Fury will 
have to handle that. 








Saturday, December 5,2015 


DAILY ECHO 


9 


Non league FOOTBAL 





picture by Richard 


Poole boss surprises himself by leaving out Jamie! 


MANAGER Tom Killick admitted he 
had surprised himself by dropping de¬ 
fensive linchpin Jamie Whisken - but 
promised Poole Town’s captain a swift 
return. 

The ex-Cherries youngster started all 
bar one of the Tatnam club’s matches 
in the league, play-offs and FA competi¬ 
tions up to the end of last season having 
signed from AFC Totton in the summer 
of 2013. 

Whisken missed September’s trip to 
King’s Lynn through suspension and 


picked up another one-match ban that 
ruled him out of the 3-0 home victory 
over St Neots a fortnight ago. 

That consummate performance 
prompted Killick to stick with Will 
Spetch and Michael Walker at centre- 
half as Dolphins recorded a 7-0 thump¬ 
ing of Histon. 

But while Killick felt obliged stand by a 
winning side, the boss assured Whisken 
he would play in today’s top-of-the-table 
clash against Leamington with Walker 
the latest to serve a ban. 


Killick told the Bournemouth Echo: 
“This is the strongest group of defend¬ 
ers I have ever had. Jamie was unfortu¬ 
nate to get suspended and that coincided 
with two very good performances. 

“It’s very difficult to retain credibility 
as a manager if you make changes when 
people have played so well but it has 
taken me by surprise because I didn’t 
anticipate doing that with someone of 
his calibre. 

“He is the club captain with a strong 
character and while he has been disap- 


‘Torn spleen won’t stop me!’ 
Keeper ‘gutted’ about injury 



Collins faces six 
months out after 
challenge for ball 

HAMWORTHY United keeper Jason 
Collins says he’s “gutted and fuming” 
after sustaining a season-ending tear 
to his spleen. 

The 25-year-old, a PE teacher at 
Ferndown Upper School, has re¬ 
mained hospitalised since attending 
accident and emergency after the 3-0 
defeat to AFC Portchester. 

Collins played on after the challenge 
which saw him take a low ball at the 
feet of Portchester striker Jason Par¬ 
ish late in the first half but found the 
pain “too much to bear” shortly after 
the full-time whistle. 

Doctors quickly dismissed fears 
over damage to his ribs but have 
since delivered the unwelcome news 
that the Hammers custodian will 
need to avoid all contact sport for the 
next six months. 

Blood 

He is expected to stay in hospital for 
the rest of the week. 

Ex-Christchurch and Winchester 
City man Collins told The Sports 
Pink’s sister paper The Bournemouth 
Echo : “I have a minor tear to my 
spleen. 

“A bit of blood came out but because 
it was not a substantial amount in the 
first 24-48 hours, they had to keep me 
in to make sure it didn’t bleed out. 

“The outcome is not good though, 
the doctor has been round and said 
my season is over. 

“Gutted and fuming doesn’t even 
begin to explain it. 

“The impact was absolutely horren¬ 
dous, I got winded and was down for 
a while. 

“The physio put some Deep Heat on 
it which took the edge off for a bit. 

“I played the second half and didn’t 
have much to do, which was a good 
thing because by the time we had fin¬ 
ished I could barely move. 

“I took myself straight to A and E, 
saw the triage nurse and within an 
hour, I was in majors, hooked up to a 


drip with all sorts of tests going on. 

“It was quite scary when they said 
my ribs were fine but they were con¬ 
cerned about my spleen. 

“It was a big shock.” 

The injury comes less than three 
months after Tamworth midfielder 
Lee Smith was forced to have an 


emergency operation to remove his 
spleen. In January 2006, then-Tam- 
worth goalkeeper Scott Bevan, now 
coaching at Portsmouth, required 
surgery to remove a shattered kidney 
sustained while playing but Collins is 
adamant his setback will not curb his 
enthusiasm. 


“It does make you reassess things,” 
he added. “Being a keeper, you put 
your body on the line that bit more 
but with the amount of love I have 
for the game, I’m not sure it won’t 
put me off. 

“I just want to get back on the pitch 
as quickly as possible.” 


Jam Boys 
move up 

WHITCHURCH United pulled 
four points clear of bottom- 
of-the-league side Alresford 
Town with a vital 3-0 home 
win against Brockenhurst 
in the Sydenhams Wessex 
League. 

A brace from Dave Parry 
and a goal from new signing 
Aaron Jarvis helped the Jam 
Boys to the morale-boosting 
win, their first in the league 
since August. 

In a goalless first half, the 
biggest talking point came in 
the form of a penalty appeal 
from the away side following 
a challenge by goalkeeper 
Brad Snelling. 

Whitchurch came out 
fighting in the second half 
and ten minutes after the 
restart they were ahead 
through Dave Parry. 

The goal gave Whitchurch a 
renewed confidence which 
was epitomised in the 68th 
minute by a stunning strike 
from Jarvis. 

The youngster, who has 
recently signed from 
Basingstoke Town’s academy 
side, was slid through one-on- 
one with the Brockenhurst 
centre half before knocking 
the ball to his right and 
smashing a marvellous shot 
into the top corner from 25 
yards. 

Whitchurch added their 
third and final goal when Luke 
Nellor drove the ball into 
space before sliding in Parry, 
who cut inside and unleashed 
a curling effort across the 
goalkeeper and into the 
bottom corner. 

The result moves the Jam 
Boys up to 18th place and 
manager Carl Bennett said: 
“We have turned a corner 
now. 

“I’ve seen a lot more from 
the lads in the last few weeks 
and there is a really good 
vibe coming out of the 
dressing room. 

“That’s not to take anything 
away from Brockenhurst who 
are a good outfit but we 
looked after the ball and 
defended really really well.” 

Asked what the result 
means for their season, 
Bennett added: “Being honest 
we are just looking to 
consolidate this season, 
finishing in mid-table and 
then push on for next year. 

“We have a talented group 
and if we play like that I know 
we can be a match for any 
side.” 



Whitchurch celebrate 
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Luggy lifts the lid on 



Welcome to St Mary’s - Paul Sturrock steps out for his first game as Saints boss in March 2004. 


Paul Sturrock pictured with striker James Beattie during training at Staplewood. 



Tiger Woods 
considers his 
golfing future 

TIGER Woods this week gave a rare, 
in-depth interview with Time magazine 
in which he spoke about his possible 
retirement, the importance of his 
children and his relationship with ex- 
wife Elin Nordegren. 

Here are the best bits of what the 
14-time major winner had to say: 

On the possibility of retiring: 

“With all my heart, I do not want to 
stop playing golf. But the flip side is, my 
kids’ lives are much more important to 
me. Now, if I can do both, that is an 
ideal world. It’s a win-win. If I can only 
do one, it wouldn’t be golf. It would be 
my kids. That’s still a win-win.” 

On how his thinking has 
changed: “(When) the kids were still 
young, they weren’t into as many 
things. Prior to that, when I didn’t have 
kids, it would never enter my mind. Are 
you kidding me? What am I going to do, 
go bass fishing? No. But now to watch 
my kids and play sports and to grow up 
and participate, and even teach them 
how to become better, oh my God, it 
gives me so much joy. I can’t imagine 
not being able to do that as I get older.” 


On whether he can compete at 
the top level again: “Absolutely. I 
have to get healthy in order to do it, 



Tiger Woods opened his heart 
during an interview this week 


though. I don’t think I’ll ever be 100 per 
cent healthy, but as close as you can to 
that point, that would be nice. I will 
probably play through a little bit of pain; 
as you get older, you have more aches 
and pains. But I don’t need another 
surgery, period. Let’s just not go down 
that road ever again. No more 
surgeries. Seven’s enough. Four knees, 
three backs, that’s enough. 

On what he has told his 
children about the reasons 
behind his divorce: “I’ve taken the 
initiative with the kids and told them up 
front, ‘Guys, the reason why we’re not 
in the same house, why we don’t live 
under the same roof, Mommy and 
Daddy, is because Daddy made some 
mistakes’. I just want them to 
understand before they get to internet 
age and they log on to something or 
have their friends tell them something. I 
want it to come from me so that when 
they come of age, I’ll just tell them the 
real story.” 

On watching golf: “I can’t 
remember the last time I watched golf. I 
can’t stand it. Unless one of my friends 
has a chance to win, then I like 
watching it. I watched Jason [Day] win 
the PGA. But it was on mute. It’s always 
on mute.” 


EVEN by Saints standards, 
it was a remarkable chap¬ 
ter in the recent ultra-col¬ 
ourful history of the club. 

The date was March 2004 and 
chairman Rupert Lowe had re¬ 
sponded to the departure of the 
much-loved Gordon Strachan by 
bringing in a Third Division man¬ 
ager to replace him, writes SIMON 
CARTER. 

Strachan’s former Scottish inter¬ 
national colleague Paul Sturrock 
had been ear-marked as the man to 
build on his good work at St Mary’s. 

The previous year, Strachan had 
master-minded Saints’ then record 
eighth placed Premier League fin¬ 
ish, and also got them to their first 
FA Cup final since 1976. 

But when Sturrock arrived - hav¬ 
ing taken Plymouth Argyle from 
near the bottom of the fourth tier 
to the top of the third within three 
years - Saints were slipping. 

The man nicknamed Luggy took 
over a Saints side that had only won 
one of their last 10 league games to 
slip from fourth to 12th. 

History was to show Sturrock 
would only take charge of 13 Pre¬ 
mier League games - the 11 that re¬ 
mained in 2003/04 and the first two 
of 2004/05. 

Then he was gone, his departure 
dressed up as ‘by mutual consent’. 

Saints have had a few managers 
since the turn of the Millennium 
who haven’t lasted very long - Stu¬ 
art Gray, Steve Wigley, Nigel Pear¬ 
son, Jan Poortvliet, Mark Wotte - 
but no-one was in charge for fewer 
games than Paul Sturrock. 

We have never heard Sturrock’s 
in-depth view of why it all went so 
wrong for him so quickly at Saints. 

Until now. 

In association with Bill Richards 
- who covered Argyle for the Plym¬ 
outh Herald newspaper during 
Sturrock’s time in Devon - Stur¬ 
rock has written his autobiogra¬ 
phy, ‘Luggy’. 

Saints fans will, obviously, only 
be really interested in the chapter 
which details his association with 
Saints and his ‘interesting’ rela¬ 
tionship with Lowe. 

It is a fascinating read, and makes 
you wonder why on earth Sturrock 
ever ended up being appointed. 

That is not meant to be a detri¬ 
mental comment about him, more 
so one about how Lowe and his sup¬ 
porters thought Sturrock was the 
right man - at the time when other 
board members wanted to forgive 
and forget Glenn Hoddle and wel¬ 
come the ex-England boss back to 
the club he had previously walked 
out on. 

Sturrock didn’t enjoy a great re¬ 
lationship with his chairman, that 
much is obvious. 

He writes: “You could never argue 
against Rupert or question his con¬ 
fidence. 

“He told me once ‘trust me, Paul, I 
was a hockey player and hockey is 
very much like football.’ 

“My retort was ‘Mr Chairman, no 
it’s not, as football isn’t played with 


a stick’.” 

“I don’t supposed that satisfied 
Rupert.” 

Sturrock went on: “Rupert ex¬ 
plained that a horrible brown col¬ 
our would get players down and to 
that effect he had the away dressing 
room painted totally in brown. 

“That way, he reasoned, the op¬ 
position players would be in a de¬ 
pressed frame of mind at the start 


of each half.” 

In Sturrock’s first game, Saints 
beat Liverpool 2-0 - the Reds had 
only lost once in ten games since 
a 2-1 home setback to Saints at An- 
field in mid-December. 

Luggy won four of his first six 
league games, as Saints rose to 
ninth - though in the eyes of many, 
he lost the one that really mattered 
- 1-0 at Harry Redknapp’s lowly 


Pompey in only his second league 
game in charge. 

But two points from the last five 
games saw Saints slide back to a 
12th placed finish - the same posi¬ 
tion as when Sturrock arrived. 

As time went on, it was Sturrock 
- rather than the visiting players 
to St Mary’s - who was getting in¬ 
creasingly depressed. 

“Whatever Kevin Summerfield 
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(brief) time at Saints 


Klopp warns 

against 

complacency 



Paul Sturrock applauds the Saints fans after a 2-0 win over Liverpool in his first game. 



Two ex-Saints bosses training with Scotland in 1982: Gordon Strachan, front left and Paul Sturrock, front right. 


(coach) and I tried to put into prac¬ 
tice went back to the chairman 
which caused ill feeling and put a 
strain on the whole scenario. 

“He’d say ‘why are you doing so 
such and such?’ or ‘what are you 
reasons for making the players try 
those tactics in training?’ 

“So it was pretty obvious that it 
was not a united front in the coach¬ 
ing squad. 


“I further alienated myself from 
the board when one of the directors 
queried my dress sense and tried to 
get me to ‘smarten up’ which I felt 
was a damn cheek. 

“I can’t remember whether I ac¬ 
tually told him to ‘**** of’ but he 
got short shrift from me and never 
broached the subject again.” 

Appointed Argyle boss in October 
2000, Sturrock’s first full season - 


2001/02 - saw Argyle romp to the 
fourth tier title with a massive 102 
points. 

They were 25 points ahead of the 
third-placed side, and won 19 of the 
23 home matches. 

When he left Home Park for St 
Mary’s, Plymouth were top of 
League 1 and heading for another 
divisional title. 

Prior to moving to Devon, Stur¬ 



rock had done his apprenticeship 
in his native Scotland - five years 
in charge of St Johnstone and two 
at Dundee United. 

At the time, back in March 2004, 
Lowe and his boardroom sup¬ 
porters were keen to promote 
young(ish) British managers/ 
coaches. 

Hence the previous appointments 
of Dave Jones (who like Sturrock 
arrived from a Third Division 
club), Stuart Gray (his first mana¬ 
gerial role) and Sturrock’s shock 
successor, Steve Wigley 

Sturrock believes Lowe wanted 
someone little more than a ‘yes’ 
man, writing: “I really believe Ru¬ 
pert had Southampton’s best inter¬ 
ests at heart... but it had to be done 
on his own terms.” 

The briefness of his reign at 
Saints virtually ended any hopes 
he might have harboured of manag¬ 
ing in the top flight again - unless 
one of his teams won promotion to 
it - but he has rarely struggled for a 
job since leaving St Mary’s. 

Within a month he was appointed 
Sheffield Wednesday boss, and it 
was a rich irony - certainly not lost 
on anyone at Saints - that at the end 
of the 2004/05 season Sturrock’s 
Owls won promotion from League 1 
at the same time Saints went down 
from the Premier League. 

After two years at Hillsborough, 
Sturrock spent a year at Swindon 
before returning to Plymouth and 
another two-year stint. 

Leaving Home Park in Decem¬ 
ber 2009 - this time with Plymouth 
heading towards Championship 
relegation - Sturrock resurfaced 
at Southend in the summer of 2010. 

He was in charge of the Shrimp¬ 
ers until March 2013, and was then 
out of the game - management- 
wise - until he was appointed Yeo¬ 
vil boss last April. 

Sturrock arrived too late to save 
the Somerset club from relegation, 
and his previous lower division 
‘form’ had also deserted him this 
term, with Yeovil aiming to avoid 
emulating Luton’s feat of three suc¬ 
cessive demotions between 2007-09. 

Sturrock lasted a bit longer at 
Yeovil than he did at Saints, though 
that is not saying much. 

He was sacked earlier this week, 
with Yeovil propping up the entire 
Football League. 


LIVERPOOL manager Jurgen Klopp has 
no interest in Newcastle counterpart 
Steve McClaren’s current difficulties 
but has warned his in-form side to be 
wary of the trip to St James’ Park. 

The Reds head to the north east with 
confidence soaring after their 6-1 
Capital One Cup hammering of 
Southampton - their seventh win in the 
last eight matches in all competitions. 

By contrast, Newcastle’s woeful run 
of seven defeats in their last 11 games 
has left the Magpies second-bottom of 
the Premier League and put McClaren 
under severe pressure. 

No-one is giving the home side a 
chance this weekend and while Klopp 
expects to win he insists that is not 
over-confidence. 

“To be honest we expect it all the 
time. We have the same thinking about 
this but it does not mean we don’t have 
respect,” he said. 

“To be prepared for a game you have 
to know as much about the actual 
situation because everything can be 
motivation. 

“It is not allowed to start the game as 
we did at Southampton and against 
Chelsea and against Crystal Palace 
(conceding early goals). 

“I told the lads you can ignore it, if 
you do it twice we have to talk about it 
and if you do it three times you have to 



Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp 


change it immediately and we have 
done it three times. 

“Our form is okay until now but I think 
it is not allowed - it is not even the 
middle of the season - to think about 
how it was until now. 

“That is not important because we 
have done what we had to do.” 

McClaren’s position is coming under 
increasing scrutiny but there has been 
more criticism of the structure at St 
James’ Park. 

Last weekend former striker Alan 
Shearer accused the club of having no 
plan. The German’s personal 
experience of being a manager is much 
more stable, with seven-year stints at 
Mainz and Borussia Dortmund. 

He admits he has not paid any 
attention to the goings-on at Newcastle, 
although McClaren may not be keen to 
see him as a 3-0 defeat to Klopp’s 
Dortmund, followed by a loss to 
Hannover, cost him his job as Wolfsburg 
boss in 2011. 

“I am not an expert on this because I 
had a perfect situation with seven years 
at Dortmund and Mainz,” he added. 

“In my opinion it (stability) is very 
important but it can work in different 
ways. There is simply something not 
right when you change the manager but 
I know Steve McClaren and I know 
about his quality and experience so we 
have to be aware. 
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The day Ron Davies 


Kevin Richardson takes a swing at Barry Horne, who moments later will loose two teeth in a brawl that ensues 


Sadio Mane scores the first of his rapid hat-trick against Villa last May. 


Highlights of 
a Spanish 
inquisition 

GARY Neville addressed the media this 
week for the first time since his shock 
appointment as the new head coach of 
Valencia. 

The 40-year-old spoke for well over an 
hour as he was quizzed by press from 
England, Spain and beyond. Here are 
the best bits... 

On understanding the philosophy of 
Valencia’s football 

“We have big games coming up and at 
the moment the most important thing is 
to win games regardless of style.” 

On looking beyond his six-month 
contract 

“The only way to approach a football 
job will be as if it’s a permanent job, I 
don’t believe you can make short-term 
decisions, I don’t believe in working 
that way.” 

On his search for a Spanish teacher 

“Spanish will be my biggest 
challenge. I will take lessons every day. 

I can’t find a teacher at the moment 
who gets up at 6am every day so if you 
know someone then let me know..” 

On working with his brother, Phil - who 
will remain an assistant at the club 

“If Phil wasn’t here I would want him 
here. He’s diligent, hard-working and 


Gary Neville has been named as 
the new manager of Valencia 
form my point of view I’m delighted he’s 
part of the coaching set-up. We don’t do 
niceties and we talk about actions and 
what we’re going to do.” 

On moving his family to Spain 

“My family will move over here 
permanently. My girls finish school in 
Manchester in two weeks and move 
over to Valencia. When I was in 
Manchester I wanted footballers from 
abroad to show commitment to the club 
and the way of life so I have done that 
even though the contract is only for six 
months.” 

On why now was the time to take his 
first job in management 

“Sitting on television, talking about 
coaches for these last few years, the 
time had come for me to stand up.” 

On what he would have made of a 
similar appointment when he was a 
pundit 

“I would question it as a neutral 
observer and would be sceptical, 
wanting to be proven otherwise.” 

On his co-ownership of Salford City 

“Salford City has a 14-person 
committee, a coaching staff and three 
other owners who live near the ground. 
My input, in that sense, is minimal. The 
club runs itself in many ways.” 


SAINTS’ opponents this weekend, 
Aston Villa, have a slight edge 
when it conies to historic meetings 
between these two sides. 

Villa have recorded 25 league 
wins over Saints, while the 

Saints have managed 21. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back 
at Saints’ post-war home record 
against Aston Villa. 

13 May 1967 

Saints 6 Aston Villa 2 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

The teams’ first meeting for 
nearly 30 years saw Saints end the 
season with their second 6-2 vic¬ 
tory that term, against a Villa side 
already relegated and without a 
manager. 

Martin Chivers scored twice, 
while the Football League’s top 
scorer, Ron Davies grabbed the last 
four of his 37 league goals. 

A Dave Walker own goal had put 
Villa ahead, and it took until the 
42 minute for Saints to find the net 
through first Chivers and then, a 
minute later, Davies. 

But although Stobbart equalised, 
the last quarter belonged to Saints. 

28 Sep 1974 

Saints 0 Aston Villa 0 - Second 
Division 

A hard-fought match saw Saints 
miss plenty of chances. 

21 November 1978 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 0 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

With both clubs back in the top 
flight, Saints took the points with 
first half goals from Graham Baker 
and Nick Holmes. 

15 March 1980 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 0 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

Ivan Golac scored his first Saints 
goal, from the edge of the area, in 
the 40th minute. Mick Channon 
ensured victory two minutes from 
the end. 

25 October 1980 

Saints 1 Aston Villa 2 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

Villa seized their first-ever vic¬ 
tory at the Dell. Tony 

Morley put the visitors ahead af¬ 
ter 13 minutes, with Steve Moran 
heading home from Kevin Keegan’s 
cross on the hour. 

It stayed level for just eight more 
minutes, as Peter Withe netted the 
winner for a Villa side that would 
go on to be crowned champions. 

10 April 1982 

Saints 0 Aston Villa 3 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

On their way to a European Cup 
final victory, Villa won with an own 
goal from Chris Nicholl - a former 
Villa Park star - and strikes from 
Ken McNaught and Tony Morley 

4 September 1982 

Saints 1 Aston Villa 0 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

Justin Fashanu’s second-minute 
goal was enough to beat the Euro¬ 


pean Champions thanks to an im¬ 
pressive display by Peter Shilton. 

2 January 1984 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 2 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

When Villa went 2-0 up and Steve 
Moran missed a 51st-minute penal¬ 


ty, it looked like Saints were head¬ 
ing for defeat. 

But Moran made amends with an 
81st minute goal, and David Arm¬ 
strong forced the ball over the line 
five minutes from time. 

20 April 1985 


Saints 2 Aston Villa 0 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

A spectacular Steve Moran head¬ 
er from a Dave Armstrong corner 
gave Saints the lead. Armstrong 
turned finisher in the second half, 
netting a header of his own. 
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helped rout Villa 


Froome’stest 
results given 
close scrutiny 



27 August 1985 

Saints 0 Aston Villa 0 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

Jimmy Case was sent off five 
minutes from the end. 

21 Marchl987 

Saints 5 Aston Villa 0 - First Divi¬ 
sion 


Relegation-bound Villa were thor¬ 
oughly routed at The Dell with Gor¬ 
don Hobson putting Saints ahead 
in the first minute. 

Two minutes later Glenn Cock- 
erill scored from a Matt Le Tis- 
sier through ball, and Colin Clarke 
made it three with a header. 

Clarke slotted home his second 


seven minutes before half-time, but 
fans had to wait until the 83rd min¬ 
ute for the fifth goal - from Danny 
Wallace. 

12 November 1988 

Saints 3 Aston Villa 1 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

A Matt Le Tissier brace, either 


side of Tony Daley’s equaliser, en¬ 
sured victory for Saints, with Rod 
Wallace rounding off the scoring 
late on. 

29 August 1989 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 1 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

Despite Paul Rideout’s early pen¬ 
alty miss, second half goals from 
Glenn Cocker ill and Jimmy Case 
gave Saints the points. David Platt 
fired a late consolation. 

15 December 1990 

Saints 1 Aston Villa 1 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

Alan McLoughlin, the club’s first 
film signing, made his Saints de¬ 
but. 

Matt Le Tissier put Saints ahead 
with a glancing header late in the 
first half, but a harsh 78th min¬ 
ute penalty, scored by David Platt, 
meant the game ended on level 
terms. 

31 August 1991 

Saints 1 Aston Villa 1 - First Divi¬ 
sion 

David Lee and Paul Moody made 
their first Saints starts in another 
draw at The Dell. Richardson put 
Villa ahead after just two minutes, 
but Alan Shearer put away a sim¬ 
ple header from Lee’s cross to level. 

30 January 1993 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 0 - Premier 
League 

Goals either side of half-time 
from Nicky Banger and Iain Dowie 
gave Saints the win. 

30 April 1994 

Saints 4 Aston Villa 1 - Premier 
League 

A brace from Matt Le Tissier and 
goals from Ken Monkou and Neil 
Madison gave Saints a relatively 
easy win. Even Villa’s goal was 
scored by Saints, as Simon Charl¬ 
ton put past his own keeper. 

19 December 1994 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 1 - Premier 
League 

Richard Hall put Saints ahead 
in the first half, and although Ray 
Houghton netted for Villa, Matt Le 
Tissier grabbed a winner. 

20 November 1995 

Saints 0 Aston Villa 1 - Premier 
League 

Tommy Johnson pounced in the 
30th minute. 

7 December 1996 

Saints 0 Aston Villa 1 - Premier 
League 

A 34th minute Andy Townsend 
goal, against his former club, was 
enough to take the points. 

18 April 1998 

Saints 1 Aston Villa 2 - Premier 
League 

A close-fought game saw Matt Le 
Tissier level Lee Hendrie’s early 
opener. Dwight Yorke struck on the 
hour. 

continued on next page 


CHRIS Froome has released his 
physiological data in a bid to prove he 
is competing clean. 

The two-time Tour de France winner’s 
performances in independent tests 
conducted at GlaxoSmithKline’s human 
performance laboratory in August were 
published this week. 

The Sports Pink looks at what it 
means. 

Q: Why has Froome decided to 
release his physiological data? 

A: Cycling followers are often cynical 
of strong performances after being 
duped in the past by the likes of Lance 
Armstrong. Froome’s display in winning 
the Tour for a second time sparked 
innuendo and scrutiny, he was doused 
in urine and called a doper. He released 
his data in a bid to quell the suspicion. 

Q: What is his weight and body fat 
percentage and why is that important? 

A: Froome’s weight was 69.9kg 
(almost 3kg more than his Tour-winning 
weight) when he underwent the tests 
and his body fat percentage was 
calculated at 9.8 per cent. His weight 
can be used to calculate further 
physiological measures, such as his 
V02 max. 


Q: What about his power, which was 



Two-time Tour de France winner 
Chris Froome 

the subject of much scrutiny during the 
Tour? 

A: Froome’s peak power was 
recorded at 525 watts and his sustained 
power, which he should be able to 
deliver for 20 to 40 minutes, was 419 
watts. The figure corresponds to 5.98 
watts-per-kilogram. At his Tour weight 
of 67kg, it would be 6.25w/kg. 

Q: What does the blood data say 
about Froome? 

A: Cyclists are part of the biological 
passport system, which monitors blood 
levels to look for anomalies which 
could indicate doping. Froome’s blood 
figures from during the Tour and the 
day of the laboratory tests suggest the 
balance between the haemoglobin (red 
blood cells) and percentage of 
reticulocytes (a measure of the rate of 
red blood cell formation) were normal. 

Q: Does it mean Froome is clean? 

A: Froome recognises his fiercest 
critics may not be persuaded by the 
results. 

“I’m the only one who can really say 
100 per cent that I’m clean,” he told 
Esquire. 

“I haven’t broken the rules. I haven’t 
cheated. I haven’t taken any secret 
substance that isn’t known of yet. I 
know my results will stand the test of 
time.” 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH LOCAL SPORT ONLINE AT dailyecho.co.uk 






















14 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, December 5,2015 



Dan Harding join Saints in the summer of 2009, with then boss Alan Pardew. 



Dan Harding on his Saints debut in a friendly at QPR in 2009. 


Saints’ record 
against Villa 
in the league 

from page 13 

14 November 1998 

Saints 1 Aston Villa 4 - Premier 
League 

A Dion Dublin hat-trick sealed Saints’ 
fate , with Paul Merson grabbing the 
other goal. Matt Le Tissier briefly gave 
Saints hope with a 53rd minute leveller. 

18 March 2000 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 0 - Premier 
League 

A goal in each half from Kevin Davies 
gave Saints the points. 

18 November 2000 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 0 - Premier 
League 

James Beattie netted twice in three 
minutes to put the hosts 2-0 ahead by 
the 24th minute. 

24 September 2001 

Saints 1 Aston Villa 3 - Premier 
League 

Two red cards and four goals in this 
St Mary’s game saw the Saints 
defeated. 

George Boateng and Juan Pablo 
Angel scored in the opening 15 
minutes, but Marian Pahars replied just 
before half-time. 

Rory Delap saw red for Saints in the 



Steven Davis celebrates his goal 
for Villa at Saints in 2003. 

52nd minute, but parity in team 
numbers was restored just five minutes 
later when Dion Dublin was dismissed. 

Mustapha Hadji then ensured the Villa 
win. 

22 March 2003 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 2 - Premier 
League 

A last-minute Kevin Davies goal saved 
a point for Saints as they battled back 
from two goals down. 

Lee Hendrie and Darius Vassell 
scored for Villa in a six-minute first half 
spell, while James Beattie pulled one 
back before the break. 

16 April 2005 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 3 - Premier 
League 

Saints let slip a 2-0 half-time lead as 
they headed towards relegation. Goals 
from Kevin Phillips and Peter Crouch 
gave them cause for hope at the break. 

But on 55 minutes Carlton Cole pulled 
one back and then Nolberto Solano 
levelled with 20 minutes to play. 

Two minutes later, Villa’s young Irish 
midfielder Steven Davis - now a 
mainstay of the Saints side - grabbed 
the winning goal, his first in the Premier 
League. 

Continued on facing page 


DAN Harding was playing 
his football last season in 
the Championship. For two- 
time European Cup winners 
Nottingham Forest, to boot. 

Naturally, therefore, when the de¬ 
fender opted to sign for Eastleigh 
in the summer it was a decision 
that was met with a good deal of 
astonishment in the football world, 
writes PAUL McNAMARA. 

At 31, and with offers on the table 
from a number of Football League 
clubs, including Millwall where he 
spent the second-half of last season 
on loan, the question was obvious. 

Why? Why would a player who 
was celebrating promotion out of 
the Championship with Southamp¬ 
ton three years previously, choose 
now to play his football in the Na¬ 
tional League? 

“I wanted a fresh start,” explains 
Harding. “I wanted to get back to 
playing football. To re-discover 
why, as a kid, I used to stay out 
until nine, ten o’clock every night 
playing. 

“That was the sort of mentality 
and fun that I wanted to get back 
into my life.” 

It’s working. 

Harding is in cheerful form when 
we meet. He has been training in 
the morning, a simple pleasure that 
has been deprived him since he in¬ 
jured a calf in Eastleigh’s FA Cup 
win at Crewe on November 7. 

“It’s been a lot longer than I origi¬ 
nally expected,” he says. 

“It’s been especially frustrating, 
because one of the things that has 
really impressed me is the gaffer’s 
choice of assistant, Northy (Shaun 
North). 

“He’s been fantastic. He’s a bril¬ 
liant coach. He’s got so many good 
sessions. The lads are looking for¬ 
ward to training every day 

“Now I’ve trained today, I’m much 
happier than I was this time last 
week.” 

This is a man who has seen his 
fair share of both sides of a foot¬ 
baller’s life: the wonderful highs 
and the gut-wrenching lows. 

Moreover, while he was deliber¬ 
ating over his on-pitch future this 
year, Harding was living through 
an ordeal that put any footballing 
considerations firmly in the shade. 

He describes what happened after 
his wife Vicki fell pregnant for a 
fourth time. 

“I came home from training one 
day and my wife was on the floor, 
in tears, saying she was pregnant, 
which was a bit of a shock to us. 

“When we went for the scan they 
said: ‘Congratulations Mr and Mrs 
Harding, it’s twins’. 

“So we’d gone from having three 
kids (Jessie, 8, Bobby 6, and Lottie, 
3) to thinking we were having twins 
as well. 

“We were both shocked. When we 
went for another scan, unbelieva¬ 
bly, they said they’d missed another 
baby It was triplets. 

“That was another shock. 

“We went back for another scan 
and unfortunately the youngest tri¬ 


plet had passed away at ten weeks. 

“There were also complications 
with one of the girls, Millie. It 
was the case that Millie was going 
to pass away. We just didn’t know 
when. 

“But we were told that when she 
did pass away, there was the possi¬ 


bility that it could bring on a false 
labour and kill the other baby. 

“My wife had to deal with losing 
one of the triplets early, and then 
we obviously had this situation 
where one of the babies was going 
to die, and potentially the third one 
as well. 


“Every time we went for a scan - 
we were going weekly - the doctor 
would say Millie’s heartbeat was 
slowing down, that it looked like 
she would go this week. 

“We must have had that for 15 
weeks. She just kept fighting. 

“We actually believe she fought 
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rediscover the fun 


New record 
for Mane on 
historic day 


Dan Harding celebrates after scoring against Brentford in 2009. 


long enough that when she did pass 
way, if she did induce a false la¬ 
bour, she had gone long enough for 
her sister, Lexie, to be born okay. 
Premature, but okay” 

Lexie was born on August 25. 
Asked if focusing on his job 
against such a testing backdrop 


was tough, Harding answers to the 
contrary: 

“It was a total release,” he says. 

“When I was at Ipswich I lost my 
mum, Linda, to cancer. I found then 
that going into training every day 
really helped me. 

“I went in within one or two days 


of my mum dying. It helped me 
enormously just to switch off from 
it all and concentrate on something 
else for a few hours.” 

If his move to the Silverlake Sta¬ 
dium came out of the blue, rather, 
then that is in keeping with how 
Harding stormed onto the scene as 


a fresh faced youngster at Brighton 
& Hove Albion. 

With a dad, Kevan, in the army, 
the Gloucestershire born player 
didn’t find anywhere to call home, 
until his family settled in the town 
of the club where he would make 
his name. 

A product of Albion’s youth acad¬ 
emy, the defender’s major break¬ 
through came during the club’s 
Division Two (now League One) 
promotion campaign in 2003/2004. 

There had been one substitute 
outing in the previous campaign 
- and it was a similar appearance 
that would prove the launch pad 
for Harding’s professional football 
career. 

“I came on as a sub in my first 
game (in 2003/2004),” he instantly 
recalls, a joyful time in his life 
etched into his mind forever. 

“We managed to hang on and win, 
and it all took off from there.” 

The rookie nailed down the left- 
back positon as his own at the 
Withdean Stadium, as Brighton se¬ 
cured a spot in the play-offs. 

Albion would overcome Swindon 
in a thrilling two-leg semi-final tie, 
Seagulls’ player Adam Virgo scor¬ 
ing deep into extra-time at With¬ 
dean to level the aggregate scores, 
before Brighton triumphed on pen¬ 
alties. 

“I was very, very nervous before 
the semis,” he recalls. 

“All I wanted to do was play at the 
Millennium Stadium (the final was 
played in Cardiff, while Wembley 
was being re-built) in front of a 
packed crowd. 

“Before the final itself, I didn’t 
really have any nerves at all. I just 
thought: ‘This is where I want to 
be. Enjoy it’.” 

He was able to enjoy it all the 
more for Brighton beating Bristol 
City 1-0 to win promotion into the 
Championship. 

“It was a very exciting time,” 
Harding reflects. 

“In hindsight, it was also a very 
lucky time for me. I broke into a 
team that was winning games and 
was promoted. 

“Looking back now, I don’t think 
I appreciated at the time what a big 
achievement it was.” 

If he modestly credits part of his 
emergence at the Withdean to luck, 
then there was nothing fortunate 
about the England under-21 call 
that arrived for the Brighton kid 
early in the next season. 

Harding did, though, need per¬ 
suading that he wasn’t the subject 
of a prank when the invitation to 
represent his country came along. 

“I actually thought it was one of 
the lads winding me up,” he says, 
laughing at the memory 

“It was only when I got a call from 
someone at the club, and then one 
from someone at the FA, that I real¬ 
ly believed it. That was amazing.” 

It was true alright. Harding made 
his under-21 debut as a substitute, 
playing at Middlesbrough’s River¬ 
side in a win over Ukraine in Au¬ 
gust 2004. 

Cont on page 16 


from facing page 

September 22, 2012 
Saints 4 Aston Villa 1 
Premier League 
The first meeting between these sides 
for seven years ended with a 
resounding Saints victory - their first in 
the top flight since May 2005. 

Darren Bent put the visitors ahead in 
the first half, and that’s how it stayed 
until the 58th minute, when Rickie 
Lambert levelled. 

Nathaniel Clyne scored five minutes 
later, and Jason Puncheon grabbed a 
third in the 72nd minute. 

Lambert completed a brace with a 
90th-minute penalty. 

December 4, 2013 
Saints 2 Aston Villa 3 
Premier League 
A late Fabian Delph goal condemned 
Saints to defeat in this midweek game. 

They were always playing catch-up 
after Gabriel Agbonlahor gave the 
visitors a 15th-minute lead, with Jay 
Rodriguez firing Saints level in the 
second half. 

Libor Kozak put Villa back in front 
before Dani Osvaldo - remember the 
name? - quickly equalised for a second 
time. 


Shane Long scores from distance 
last May. 

May 16, 2015 

Saints 6 Aston Villa 1 

Premier League 

Sadio Mane took centre stage with a 
record-breaking hat-trick. 

Mane belted three goals in just 173 
seconds to record the quickest treble 
in Premier League history. 

His goals - in the 13th, 14th and 16th 
minutes - were followed by a Shane 
Long double in the 26th and 38th 
minutes. 

Mane side-footed home on 13 minutes 
after Shay Given’s initial save. He had 
his second when Long latched onto 
Ron Vlaar’s poor backpass and the 
Senegalese was on hand to stick it 
away into an empty net. 

He created history with a fine first¬ 
time side foot from just inside the box 
to seal his hat-trick and also beat 
Robbie Fowler’s 21-year record of four 
minutes 33 seconds for Liverpool in 
1994. 

The goal prompted wild scenes at St 
Mary’s and there was more to come 
with Long curling home from 12 yards 
for 4-0. 

His second was a stunning strike from 
40 yards that flew over Given. 

Christian Benteke reduced the 
arrears on the stroke of half-time, but 
Pelle added a sixth nine minutes from 
time. 
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Player ratings 
as England 
clinch series 


1 made friends for 


Dan Harding is brought down in a game against Brentford 


Dan Harding in action for Saints at Swindon in September 2010. 


ENGLAND completed a 3-0 series 
victory against Pakistan this week 
as they showed themselves to be a 
Twenty20 force to be reckoned with. 

Here is a look at how England’s 
players performed: 

Jason Roy: After scoring his maiden 
England century in the final one-day 
international he failed to maintain his 
form. 6/10 

Alex Hales: Scores of eight and 11 
were a poor return for the world’s third- 
ranked T20 batsman, but he remains a 
vital part of the World T20 plans. 5 

James Vince: The Hampshire skipper 
was the top run-scorer and was named 
man of the series, in his first for 
England, to firm up his case for a place 
in the World T20 squad. 9 

Joe Root: He passed Kevin 
Pietersen’s seven-year record for the 
most runs by an England player in a 
calendar year during the series. 
England’s best batsman. 7 

Moeen AM: Did a job with the ball, 
however two ducks in the series was 
hardly the return he wanted with the 
bat. 5 

Eoin Morgan: The left-hander is 
looking increasingly assured as captain 
- England have now won their past six 
Twenty20s - and his batting is back to 
its best. 7 

Jos Buttler: Clubbed 33 from 22 balls 


Hampshire’s James Vince 
impressed in the T20 series 
when he stepped up as captain in Dubai 
- where he hit a 46-ball ton during the 
ODI series - to confirm his lean run is 
behind him. 7 

Sam Billings: Man of the match in the 
opening game after blazing his first 
England half-century. Perhaps 
significantly he was one of just three 
players to appear in all three games. 7 
Chris Woakes: The go-to man at the 
death, he held his nerve in the second 
game, when defending 11 runs in the 
final over. A very handy batsman too. 8 
David Willey: England like his feisty 
personality, and the fact he is a left- 
armer, while he can hit a long ball at the 
end of the innings. 6 
Chris Jordan: The all-rounder did not 
have a great series until delivering a 
nerveless Super Over to effectively seal 
a 3-0 series whitewash. 7 
Adil Rashid: The leg-spinner proved 
how important he will be at the World 
T20.7 

Liam Plunkett: Took six wickets in two 
games - the most by any bowler - as he 
found bounce and pace out of the spin- 
friendly wickets to boost his World T20 
hopes. 8 

Stephen Parry: The left-arm spinner 
provides another option to the attack. 6 
Reece Topley: The Hampshire left- 
armer took 3-24 in his only game, but 
did not get another run-out thereafter 
following his impressive ODI series. 7 


from previous page 

When Peter Taylor’s side beat 
Wales two months later Harding 
was in the starting 11. The full¬ 
back would win two more caps, in 
Azerbaijan and then, unforgettably 
against Spain. 

Andres Iniesta, Santi Cazorla 
and Sergio Ramos lined up against 
Harding and his national team col¬ 
leagues in Madrid. Cesc Fabregas 
appeared as a half-time substitute 
for the Spaniards, scored a decisive 
free-kick, and promptly took his 
leave, job done. 

“It was a bit of an eye-opener 
playing against those boys; a lesson 
learned,” Harding says. 

“It was a fantastic experience and 
one that I’ll always carry with me.” 

Harding was making waves. An 
exciting home-grown prospect, in¬ 
ternationally recognised, and now 
making his mark in the Champi¬ 
onship, the defender’s name was 
linked with a host of glamorous 
clubs. 

In the summer of 2005, Harding 
packed up his four under-21 caps 
and headed north. He plumped for 
Leeds United as his next destina¬ 
tion. It was the club he had grown 
up supporting. 

Living in Germany for a brief pe¬ 
riod, after his dad had been posted 
there, the young Harding didn’t see 
much English football on his televi¬ 
sion, in a foreign land. The little 
action on offer often featured the 
1992 title winning side from Elland 
Road. 

Such revered teams as that Leeds 
United one, though, featuring Gary 
McAllister, Gordon Strachan and 
Eric Cantona et al can act as a 
chain around the neck of all those 
who follow in their stead; some¬ 
thing Harding quickly recognised. 

“It is a massive club,” he says. 
“The expectations there were huge. 
We could be beating a so called 
lesser team 1-0 and get booed off at 
half-time. 

“They thought we should be win¬ 
ning every game four or five nil. It 
was far more pressure than I’d been 
used to at Brighton. 

“It was a massive learning curve. 
I would have liked to stay for longer 
but I took a lot from it.” 

As it was, Harding’s stay with 
his boyhood favourites didn’t last 
beyond his first season. His time 
in West Yorkshire was effectively 
ended in a meeting with then Leeds 
manager Kevin Blackwell. 

“I was called into the gaffer’s of¬ 
fice in pre-season,” Harding re¬ 
members. 

“The words he said were: ‘You’re 
a good player and a young lad and, 
in time, you’ll be a top class left- 
back. However, I don’t have time, 
as Leeds United manager, to wait 
for you to blossom into that player’. 

“He said I could stay and fight for 
my place, but that he would be us¬ 
ing more experienced pros to help 
us get out of the league - and that if 
I wanted to be playing every week I 
should go to Ipswich and enjoy that. 

“I decided that playing football 


was what I wanted to do.” 

Harding talks about a fantas¬ 
tic first season at Ipswich, one 
in which he only missed out on 
club player-of-the-year honours to 
Sylvain Legwinski, the talented 
French midfielder. 

“We had some good players,” 


Harding reflects. 

“I had some good times and played 
a lot of games there.” 

In the defender’s third season at 
Portman Road, however, Jim Magil- 
ton decided that the man who had 
been his first signing at the club 
was suddenly surplus to require¬ 


ments. 

Harding went out on loan to 
Southend, before enjoying a tempo¬ 
rary stint with Reading, who were 
destined for that season’s Champi¬ 
onship play-offs. 

Reflecting on a strange period in 
his career, Harding says: 
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life at Saints../ 


Murray takes 
his place in 
British hearts 


ly in charge at Ipswich, decided he 
wanted to bring in his own men, 
leaving the ex-Brighton player to 
look elsewhere. 

Nevertheless, when Southampton 
declared their interest in signing 
him Harding could have been for¬ 
given if he was in no rush to pen 
the deal. 

Fresh from falling fractionally 
short in Reading’s push for the Pre¬ 
mier League, here was an offer to 
play for a club just relegated into 
League One - and due to embark on 
their season ten points behind the 
rest of the division. 

But, as we’ve already established, 
Harding sees the bigger picture. 
His eyes sparkle as soon as the 
club’s name is mentioned. 

Leaning forward in his seat and 
enthusiastically taking to his sub¬ 
ject, Harding scoffs at the idea that 
he could ever have had any misgiv¬ 
ings about becoming a Saint. 

“You only have to walk into the 
stadium to realise what it’s all 
about,” he explains. 

“It’s a huge club. It was Alan 
Pardew that brought me in. He’s 
not your average League One man¬ 
ager is he? Then they had Nicola 
Cortese (executive chairman) con¬ 
trolling the club.” 

Harding, in an echo of his move 
to Ipswich, was the first player that 
Pardew brought through the door 
after taking over as Southampton 
boss. 

It would be the start of three 
years that Harding considers the 
happiest of his career. 

“Not only on the pitch, but off the 
pitch as well,” he says. 

“We made some fantastic friends, 
who we still see all the time now. 

“Even though we’re not geo¬ 
graphically close, we all make the 
effort to meet up. 

“We made friends for life there; 
not only the players, but other peo¬ 
ple at the club as well.” 

Harding’s first season back on 
the south coast was crowned with 
a trip to Wembley, as Pardew’s side 
thumped Carlisle 4-1 in the Football 
League Trophy final, with more 
than 73,000 people watching on. 

Then, with Nigel Adkins now at 
the helm, came the back-to-back 
promotions that ended Saints’ sev¬ 
en-year top-flight exile. 

Along the way, Harding was 
named in the PFA’s League One 
team of the year for 2010/2011, 
alongside team-mates; Kelvin Da¬ 
vis, Jose Fonte, Adam Lallana and 
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain. 

Harding is glowing in his praise 
of some of his former St Mary’s col¬ 
leagues. He does believe, though, 
that Pardew and Cortese don’t nec¬ 
essarily receive the accolades they 
should for Saints’ fight back from 
the abyss. 

“Alan and Nicola were never giv¬ 
en enough credit for the signings 
they made and the players they 
kept hold of,” he says. 

“We signed Rickie Lambert. 
Then, Lallana, Davis and Morgan 
Schneiderlin all could have gone. 

Continued on page 18 


ANDY Murray has found winning over 
the British public more difficult than 
many of his battles on court. But, by 
clinching the Davis Cup for his country 
with victory over David Goffin, Murray 
has surely put the issue to bed. 

Here, The Pink looks at the moments 
that have made Murray a national 
treasure. 

1. Murray’s joke about supporting 
“anyone but England” ahead of the 
2006 World Cup haunted him for years. 
By reaching his first grand slam final at 
the US Open in 2008, he showed what a 
talent Britain had on their hands. 

2. His second final came at the 
Australian Open in 2010 and again 
resulted in defeat by Roger Federer. In 
his on-court speech Murray showed his 
soft side, saying through tears: “I can 
cry like Roger, it’s just a shame I can’t 
play like him.” 

3. Many people still thought of Murray 
as the surly Scot with the potty mouth 
when he did what no British man had 
done for 74 years in 2012 and reached 
the Wimbledon singles final. But, after 
another loss to Federer, his dignified 
speech, with his voice cracking as he 
tried to hold back the tears, did much 
to change opinions. 


Andy Murray in action at 
Wimbledon 

4. Those who thought Murray did not 
care about Britain were made to eat 
their words through his joyous run to 
Olympic gold on Wimbledon’s Centre 
Court. He has always loved being part 
of a team and regularly cites it as his 
favourite achievement. 

5. After four losing appearances in 
finals, Murray finally ended Fred Perry’s 
reign as the last British man to win a 
singles grand slam title by beating 
Novak Djokovic in five sets at the US 
Open, setting him firmly apart from all 
the nearly men who had gone before. 

6. Winning the US Open was great, 
but winning Wimbledon was the holy 
grail for British tennis fans. A year after 
his loss to Federer, Murray emulated 
Perry once more with a hugely tense 
and emotional victory over Djokovic. 
Whatever happened, he would forever 
be the man who won Wimbledon. 

7. How to top winning Wimbledon in 
British eyes? How about winning the 
World Cup of tennis for Britain virtually 
single-handed? This was a record of the 
Perry days no one expected Murray to 
emulate but, with stunning 
performances against the United 
States, France, Australia and Belgium, 
he clinched the Davis Cup. 


Blackpool’s Neal Eardley (left) and Dan Harding battle for the ball during an FA Cup third round tie at St Mary’s in 
January 2011. 


Dan Harding in action for Eastleigh. 

“Sometimes managers make de¬ 
cisions on you that aren’t always 
based on football. 

“Obviously, they thought at Ip¬ 
swich that I wasn’t good enough to 
play. They were in mid-table, but 
someone else thought I was good 
enough to go and play for a team 
that was pushing to get into the 


Premier League.” 

Harding featured for the Royals 
in both legs of their play-off de¬ 
feat by Burnley, playing under the 
management of Steve Coppell, who 
had been at Brighton when the left- 
back was still making his way in 
the game. 

The Eastleigh man refutes the 


idea that a player would be any less 
committed to the cause when he is 
away from his parent club. A foot¬ 
baller out on loan, argues Harding, 
has a point to prove or, at least, an 
appetite to play the game. 

Harding’s hunger for regular 
game time would be satiated by his 
next move in 2009. Roy Keane, new¬ 
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As players we are 



Dan Harding in high-kicking action during Saints’ 1-0 win against West Ham at St Mary’s in October 2011. 



Dan Harding scores against Manchester United in an FA Cup tie at St Mary’s in 2011 - but it was disallowed. 


Vardy fails 
but Leicester 
back on top 

LEICESTER returned to the top of 
the Barclays Premier League with a 
handsome 3-0 victory at Swansea - and 
this time they did not even need a 
Jamie Vardy goal to do it. 

Riyad Mahrez was the Foxes’ hero 
with his first hat-trick in English football 
and the manner of Swansea’s defeat 
will raise further questions about 
manager Garry Monk’s position, whose 
side have now taken only six points 
from the last 33 on offer. 

It was a hugely impressive 
performance from Leicester, who made 
the most of Manchester City’s earlier 
defeat at Stoke to reclaim top spot, and 
on this evidence they can stay there for 
a good while yet. 

Leicester were ahead after five 
minutes when Kyle Bartley needlessly 
conceded a corner and Swansea failed 
to deal with Marc Albrighton’s delivery. 

Leonardo Ulloa made a nuisance of 
himself at the near-post and the ball 
appeared to strike Mahrez on the arm 
before squeezing past Lukasz 
Fabianski - Leicester scoring for the 
16th consecutive Premier League 
game. 

The early lead was perfect for 
Leicester to utilise their pace on the 
counter-attack, even if Swansea failed 
to help themselves with some 
questionable defending and their 



Leicester City’s Riyad Mahrez. 


failure to retain possession. 

Bartley was at fault again when his 
careless kick gave Vardy the 
opportunity to match Dunne’s record 
but, for once, the England man was 
unable to accept a one-on-opportunity 
as Fabianski stood firm. 

But Leicester’s second arrived after 
22 minutes with Mahrez again 
benefiting from a decision in his favour. 

The Algerian appeared a yard offside 
when he raced onto N’Golo Kante’s 
pass but he made no mistake to stroke 
the ball past Fabianski. 

Mahrez should have completed his 
hat-trick moments later but Fabianski 
saved well this time and the Poland 
goalkeeper was relieved to see Ulloa 
flash an effort inches wide before the 
break after an Ashley Williams error. 

Swansea needed to respond quickly 
after the interval and Ki Sung-yueng 
met Gylfi Sigurdsson’s free-kick within 
two minutes of the re-start to strike the 
crossbar with a header. 

But the game was settled after 68 
minutes when Kante strode 40 yards 
unchallenged to find Vardy, who 
unselfishly laid the ball off for Mahrez 
to finish in style. 

Vardy had late chances to equal 
Dunne’s record before Bafetimbi Gomis 
finally brought a save out of Kasper 
Schmeichel and Sigurdsson struck a 
post. 


from page 17 

“Now look where the club is, and 
where those players are individu¬ 
ally The people who kept them 
there at the time probably don’t get 
enough credit for doing that and de¬ 
ciding they wanted to build a team 
around them.” 

Harding remains full of admira¬ 
tion for Lallana today, a player he 
watched excel the night before we 
meet, as Liverpool demolished his 
former club in a League Cup tie at 
St Mary’s. 

“Ads (Lallana), for me, he is on 
a different level,” he says. “He 
looked fantastic, even in that Liver¬ 
pool team. 

“The lads could see it when he 
played for us. I used to give him 
the ball and he’d have two or three 
people around him, and it wouldn’t 
bother him at all. He’d wriggle his 
way out of things and create and 
score goals.” 

Harding, however, never got to 
tackle Premier League opposition 
with Lallana on his side. By the 
time Southampton kicked-off their 
top-flight return in 2012 with a visit 
to the champions, Manchester City, 
he was a Nottingham Forest player. 

“I remember going into pre-sea- 
son and Nigel wouldn’t clarify my 
future, to my face,” Harding says. 

“I had a call from Forest and Nigel 
wouldn’t tell me what his plans for 
me were. I think that meant that 
either he didn’t want to tell me or 
he didn’t know. Only he can answer 
that.” 

He describes his relationship 
with Adkins as okay, but Harding 
says that the manager’s refusal to 
commit one way or the other told 
him all he needed to know. 

“Nigel didn’t answer any of my 
questions, so I presumed that 
meant I wasn’t going to be used any 
more. My choice then was to stay 
where I wasn’t wanted by the man¬ 
ager, or to move on.” 

Here is an insight into the less 
attractive element of earning a 
living as a footballer. Harding at 
one point during this interview de¬ 
scribes himself as ‘a bit of a gypsy,’ 
so often has he upped sticks for a 
new home. 

Two weeks after moving into a 
newly built house, Harding was 
telling his wife that they’d need the 
removal men again. 

“I was all set up to stay for the 
long-term here,” he says. “But de¬ 
cisions that were out of my hands 
forced me away.” 

At Forest, Harding found a club 
that was being frustrated in its 
efforts for on-pitch progress, by 
events that were out of the players’ 
domain. 

“We had some extremely good 
players but, for one reason or an¬ 
other, it just didn’t click - on or off 
the pitch,” he says. 

“Perhaps there were influences 
there from people who shouldn’t 
have been involved. No, there defi¬ 
nitely were. That affected how the 
club was run. 

“It’s a massive club that should be 
doing a lot better than it is.” 


Harding had only been at the City 
Ground five months when he had 
his eyes opened. 

Forest blitzed Leeds 4-2 on Boxing 
Day 2012, to move one point outside 
the Championship play-off spots. 
Later in the day, Sean O’Driscoll, 
the manager who took Harding to 


the East Midlands, was sacked. 

“It was absolutely bonkers,” 
Harding says, plainly still at a loss 
about his ex-manager’s demise. 
If Sean had been given a year, 18 
months, we’d have made the play¬ 
offs, without a doubt. 

“It was incredibly disheartening. 


Everyone likes stability There was 
none of it at Forest. It’s so disrup¬ 
tive.” 

No stability at his place of em¬ 
ployment, and Harding was finding 
life away from the club increasing¬ 
ly onerous. 

With a number of Forest players 


GOT A STORY FOR US? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 


















Saturday, December 5,2015 


DAILY ECHO 


19 


messed about 



Dan Harding heads a goal for Saints at Leicester in September 2011. 



Dan Harding, left, in action against Watford’s Troy Deeney during his loan spell at Millwall last season. 


living outside the City, the left-back 
found none of the camaraderie 
that infused the team at Southamp¬ 
ton. Vicki and his children were 
unsettled. 

It led Harding, in 2014, to move 
back to the house he had left in a 
hurry two years earlier, while com¬ 
muting for training and matches. 


The opportunity in January to 
spend a loan period with Millwall, 
then, was somewhat opportune. 
That despite him having forged a 
sound understanding with Stuart 
Pearce, the fourth permanent boss 
Harding had worked for at Forest. 

“I had a good relationship with 
Stuart,” he says. “I played a few 


games for him and, overall, he was 
good to me. I’ve got a lot of time for 
him, and for his coaching staff. Ste¬ 
ve Wigley was absolutely fantastic. 

“Unfortunately, for one reason 
or another - and I’m still a bit baf¬ 
fled by it - he said I could go out on 
loan.” 

Millwall, in March, replaced 



manager Ian Holloway - “a really 
nice guy” - with Neil Harris, in a 
bid to beat the drop into League 
One. The gamble didn’t quite pay¬ 
off. Harding says they had just left 
themselves with too much to do. 

Asked if he was given the chance 
to make his move to London per¬ 
manent Harding pauses briefly, re¬ 
plying, simply: “They offered me a 
contract but I decided I didn’t want 
to go down that route.” 

Harding had reached a time when 
he wanted to take stock. On joining 
Eastleigh he confessed that he was 
no longer happy, adding that hon¬ 
esty and respect had disappeared 
from football. 

Now, given the chance to ex¬ 
pand on those comments, Harding 
doesn’t hesitate. First he talks 
about the issue of his own happi¬ 
ness last summer. 

“I had become a bit fed up after 
the whole Forest thing, along with 
being away from home so much,” 
he reveals. 

“My wife was pregnant - we were 
going through a lot off the pitch. 
Then with Millwall being relegat¬ 
ed, it was just a bad time. 

“I did become disillusioned with 
it.” 

Next, Harding addresses the state 
of the game, as he sees it: 

“There is a lot of either miscom- 
munication, or lies, between man¬ 
agers and chairmen,” he says. 

“Managers want to go in one di¬ 
rection and chairmen in another. 
From personal experience, I was 
speaking to managers and things 
were going in a certain direction. 

“They would then come back 
having spoken to the chairman 
and say they needed to go another 
way 

“Whether it was dishonesty, or a 
lack of communication from the 
top of clubs going down to the man¬ 
ager, I’m not sure. 

“What I do know is players are 
messed about a lot. Fans look at 
it and think it’s the best job in the 
world. It is. However, it can be very 
frustrating when you get in situa¬ 
tions like that, or get injured. 

“There are dark times; not only 
for the players, but for their fami¬ 
lies - mums and dads, wives, sons 
and daughters. It isn’t everything 
it is cracked up to be.” 

Harding has yet to decide what to 
do after he finishes playing. 

If he does go into coaching or 
youth development, Harding will 
prioritise the welfare, above all 
else, of anybody coming under his 
tutelage. 

“If I was ever to manage or coach, 
or look after kids, what I have 
learned from being in this game, 
is that you cannot keep lying to 
people,” he says. “You cannot mess 
people around. You are messing 
with people’s lives, with their live¬ 
lihoods. 

“That dishonesty in the game is 
so frustrating.” 

Straight talking, hard-tackling. 
Dan Harding finishes this inter¬ 
view in the manner that he plainly 
lives his life. 


Today’s results 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 

Bath 2 Hayes & Yeading 3 
Bishops Stortford 1 Basingstoke Town 2 
Concord Rangers 0 Sutton United 3 
Dartford 4 Havant & Waterlooville 2 
Eastbourne Borough 1 Oxford City 1 
Gosport Borough 2 Chelmsford 1 
Hemel Hempstead 1 Ebbsfleet 2 
Maidstone United pp Truro 
St Albans 3 Margate 0 
Wealstone 3 Weston-S-Mare 4 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Cirencester 2 Hungerford 3 
Dorchester 2 Kings Lynn 0 
Dunstable 5 Bideford 0 
Frome 2 Histon 2 
Hitchin 1 Chippenham 1 
Kettering 0 Cambridge 0 
Merthyr Town 2 Bedworth United 2 
Poole Town 1 Leamington 0 
Redditch United 1 Paulton Rovers 1 
Slough Town 2 St Neots 2 
Stratford 1 Weymouth 1 
Division One South & West 
Banbury United 3 Slimbridge 1 
Bashley 0 Didcot Town 3 
Bishops Cleeve 1 Larkhall Athletic 1 
Bridgwater 0 Mangotsfield United 1 
Cinderford 2 Burnham 0 
Marlow 2 Shortwood United 3 
North Leigh 5 AFC Totton 0 
Swindon Supermarine 2 Wimborne 0 
Tiverton 2 Evesham United 3 
Winchester City 3 Wantage 0 
Yate 0 Taunton 3 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

AFC Portchester 2 Lymington Town 0 
Alresford 3 Folland Sports 0 
Bournemouth Poppies 2 Moneyfields 2 
Brockenhurst 4 Newport loW 1 
Cowes Sports 0 Andover 2 
Hamworthy United 0 Verwood 1 
Horndean 2 Whitchurch United 0 
Salisbury 6 Fareham Town 0 
Sholing 1 Bemerton HH 0 
Team Solent 3 Blackfield & Langley 2 
Division One 

AFC Stoneham 2 Downton 1 
Alton Town 4 East Cowes Vies 0 
Andover New Street 1 Ringwood 0 
Christchurch 4 Pewsey Vale 1 
Hythe & Dibden 2 New Milton 0 
Laverstock & Ford 3 Totton & Eling 0 
Portland United pp Fleet Spurs 
Romsey pp Amesbury 
Tadley Calleva 1 US Portsmouth 2 
PUMA ENGINEERING HAMPSHIRE 
PREMIER LEAGUE 

Hampshire Intermediate Cup, second 
round 

Burridge AFC 2 Infinity 0. 

ECS 3 Chamberlayne Athletic 2 

Hampshire Intermediate Cup, third 
round 

Bournemouth Electric H-W Headley 
United 

Bush Hill 7 Clanfield 1 
Four Mrks 0 Liphook United 2 
Hamble Club res 0 Winchester Castle 1 
Netley Central Sports 2 Hayling United 1 
Whitecroft & Barton 2 Fleetlands Res 0 
Wymering 0 Otterbourne 3 
Premier Division 

Baffins Milton Rovers 8 QK Southampton 
3 

Liss Athletic 1 Fleetlands 0 
Locks Heath 0 Hamble Club 0 
Overton United 2 Colden common 1 
Stockbridge 3 Paulsgrove 2 

Division 1 

Broughton 7 Lyndhurst 2 
Upham pp Michelmersh &Timsbury. 

Combination East 

Hayling United 2 Baffins Milton Rovers 5 
Headley United 2 Liss Athletic 1 
Combination West 
QK Southampton 1 Overton United 2 
Winchester Castle 2 Bush Hill 1 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
Premier Division 
Braishfield 2 AFc Portchester 6 
US Portsmouth 4 AFC Burton 2 
Wyvern Combination Cup 
Totton & Eling 2 Wimborne Town 0 
Division 1 
Fawley 2 Bashley 1 
Verwood Town 2 Hythe & Dibden 3. 
DREW SMITH GROUP SOUTHAMPTON 
LEAGUE 
Premier 

AFC Gulf Western 7 Cadnam United 0 
Hedge End Town 2 Durley 1 
Nursling 1 BTC Soton 2 

Senior 1 

BTC Soton Res 0 East Boldre 1 
Montefiore Halls 2 AFC Botley 1 
Park Sports 3 Comrades Res 1 
Warsash Wasps 0 Bishops Waltham Dyn 2 
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Healthy & Happy 



Free vaccination 

when you join The Healthy Pet Club, 
plus many more fantastic benefits 

Saving you Qj* Healthy 
over £200* vret Club 


For full details and to find your nearest 
participating practice, visit 

www.thehealthypetclub.co.uk 


Minimum 12 month membership, early cancellation will require full payment of vaccination fee up to £90. 
‘Based on cost of purchasing these benefits separately (taking average prices charged across a sample of 
CVS practices) would result in an average annual savings in excess of £200. Benefits, costs and savings 

vary depending on the type and size of your pet. 
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BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION,INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, 
are now choosing the smart way to have 
new carpets. Never again will you need 
to empty your room of furniture, and take up your 
old carpet ready for the fitters just to walk in and 
roll out your new carpet. Let's be frank here, if 
you're paying for a job to be done, you shouldn't be 
expected to do more than half the work yourself. It 
would be like eating at a nice restaurant, paying for 
your meal and then washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 


repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 
or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and 
off cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put 
back your ornaments and photographs and then 
enjoy your carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

Thank you most sincerely for all the work you carried 
out to a most satisfactory finish, we are delighted 
with the overall conclusion of all rooms completed. 
Mr and Mrs. M. West End. 


Just one thing for you to do now 

Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned 
letter is all that it takes, to arrange a free home 
visit for you to choose from over 997 carpets and 
vinyls, from 11 top manufacturers, always in stock 
whichever carpet you need for your home they 
have a range of quality and prices including the 
least and the most expensive and finally rid yourself 
of your old carpets that you've been thinking of 
changing for years and do it the stress-less way, 
and for the same price as fitting in an empty room. 
With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 400 feedbacks 




Checkatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 



Joy to the World 

Sunday 20 December 3pm 

02 Guildhall Southampton 


bournemouth 

symphony orchestra 


N P 


IRATION 


The epic forces of Inspiration and the BSO bring you a spectacular 
Christmas extravaganza with unique versions of well-known carols 
and Christmas songs from around the world. 

INCLUDING 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 2015 
Joy to the World 2015 
Little Drummer Boy 
Love Came Down at Christmas 
O Come All Ye Faithful 
The First Noel 


Pete Harrison CONDUCTOR 


For more information on other BSO 
Christmas and New Year concerts in 

PORTSMOUTH GUILDHALL 
POOLE LIGHTHOUSE 
BOURNEMOUTH PAVILION 
go to bsolive.com or call 01202 669925 


023 8063 2601 


Bsolive.com inspirationuk.com 


o 2 quildhall 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 15.000 

PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of €15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


£ 1,000 
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miss 
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Do you have the paper 
home delivered? 
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Winners 


Competition number S46 


CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 

Thursday 

9am, 

10 December 
2015 

Names of 
winners will be 
published on 

Saturday, 

12 December 
or Sunday 

13 December 

2015 


JACKPOTWINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 
A Bailey Yelverton, Devon 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 

R Baker Lymington, Hants E Hawes Southampton, Hants 

R Beavis Eastleigh, Hants I Keegan Southampton, Hants 

J Blakely Southampton, Hants G Marsh Southampton, Hants 

R Brading Southampton, Hants P Nott Southampton, Hants 

T Chamberlain Fareham, Hants POneill Southampton, Hants 
R Clarke Southampton, Hants M Penfold Southampton, Hants 

D Divers Botley, Hants R Plank Hythe, Hants 

D Forder Southampton, Hants E Sketcher Southampton, Hants 
J Franklin North Baddesley, Hants S Sturdy Southampton, Hants 
D Haskell Southampton, Hants JThoresen Botley, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.' Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6. The Editor's decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8. Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to www.dailyecho. 
co.uk/promotions/rules, www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you pay by cheque 
your prize money will be paid to you once cheque has cleared. 
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convenience 
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FIND THE BALL 
collecting boxes 
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Southern Daily Echo 
l2noon Tuesday 
DoreetEcho 
Ctosng into Monday 
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□ CROSSES 


F IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the South¬ 
ampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-dear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week's 
jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won 
the next week's prize reverts back 
to £5,000 and the nearest-miss 
prize stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize 
will also be shared. 
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Noadswood secure under- 16 s title 



Upper Shirley. Back (from left): A.Orekan, J.Coster, F.Manuel 6pts, Mr Hansford (Coach), J.Parker-Trott 14pts, R.Lasek, F.Jones. 
Front: R.Oga 6pts, L.Lloyd lOpts, H.Bhakar lOpts, R.Amatery, N.Wilsher 5pts 




Noadswood: Back(from left): E.McMann, 
C.Branigan 8pts, E.Dent 5pts, A.Briggs 
27pts, G.Manuel 2pts, A. Forster 2pts, Mr 
O.Marsh (Coach). Front: A.Haddow, S. 
Chandler 7pts, L.Watson 2pts, J.Millard 
llpts, M.Jones 9pts, S.Copley. 


Cantell School. Back (from left): 
R.Maoyag 47pts, A.Rahim, I.Wasniarsui, 
P.Fernandes. Front: D.Mayoyag 14pts, 
R.Miah (c) 5pts, C.Nicholson 6pts, 

O.Jenkins 6pts, B.Nziramasanga Ipt. 


Mountbatten School: Back row 
L to R: Z.Booth 17pts, B.Nelson 
2pts, M.Peach 28pts, J.Madigan. 
J.Baigent, Mr.Doswell (coach). 
Front: T.AIeshinloye, K.Yeo 
23pts, S.McKay (c) 9pts, 

L.O’Hara, T.Metz. 



NOADSWOOD School won the 
Southampton Under-16 boys 
basketball title after a 73-62 win 
against Cantell. 

Noadswood kept their noses in 
front most of the game with the 
tall Briggs dominating the boards 
and scoring 27 points to ensure 
victory. 

Cantell led once in the second 
quarter but their seven players 
soon tired and got into foul 
trouble. 

• Cantell School won the Under- 
14 Championship, beating 
Thornden 79-76 in a thrilling game. 

Both sides appeared to play an 
exhausting full court press for the 
whole game with Thornden taking 
the lead at the end of the first 
quarter and holding on to it for the 
entire game until the very last 
minute of the final quarter. 

For most of the game it looked 
like a shoot out between M Cullen 


of Thornden with 53 points and R 
Maoyag of Cantell with 47 points. 

Amazingly, Thornden held an 
eight-point lead - 76-68 - with two 
minutes to go when Cantell clawed 
themselves back into the match, 
hitting 11 uncontested points with 
a D Maoyag three-pointer taking 
them into the lead with seconds to 
go. 

Another basket was added at the 
death with Cantell winning 79-76. 

• Mountbatten School won the 
Under-14 Plate with a 79-36 romp 
against St Georges. 

After a fairly even first quarter 
they pulled away in the second 
quarter, winning it 25-5, helped by 
14 points from M Peach. 

However, St Georges stuck to 
their task with skipper R Milner 
scoring 20 of their 36-point haul. 

# Upper Shirley High pipped 
Kings 51-49 to win the Under-16 
Plate. 



SAVE THE POSTAGE BY USING 
OUR COLLECTION BOXES 

For your convenience our FIND THE BALL collection boxes are at the 
addresses below. It is not necessary to use cheques or Postal Orders 
when using these boxes.The deadline for these boxes is lOin, TUESDAY. 


SOUTHAMPTON NORTH 

McCOLLS 
19 Fleming Avenue 
North Baddesley 

CO-OP 

Nursling Street, Southampton 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENT PLC 
14-15 Lordshill Centre 


NEWSMASTER 

The Broadway, Portswood 

Southampton 


BITTERNE GREETINGS 
415 Bitterne Road 
Bitterne Southampton 

CO-OP 

141 South East road 
Sholing, Southampton 

HIGH FIRS STORES 
300 Bursledon Road 
Sholing, Southampton 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENT PLC 
11 Victoria Road 
Woolston, Southampton 

RICHARD & USA’s 
32 Queens View, Netley Abbey 


WILTON NEWS 
66 Wilton Road 
Shirley, Southampton 

BHAV CONVENIENCE 
St James Road 
Shirley 

SHAYONA 
36 Windrush Road 
Millbrook, Southampton 

HIGH STREET NEWS + PHOTOS 
11a Shirley High Street, Southampton 


EASTLEIGH & CHANDLERS FORD 


ONE STOP 

361 Winchester Road, Southampton 

ONE STOP 

Portsmouth Road, Lowford 

CO-OP 

Falkland Road 

Chandlers Ford 

HIGHFIELD NEWS 

CO-OP 

Portsmouth Road, Sholing. 

S & E ANDERSON LTD 

54 Highfield Lane, Southampton 

83 Hiltingbury Road, 

Chandlers Ford 

CO-OP 

109 Bassett Green Road 

Swaythling 

SOUTHAMPTON CENTRAL 

MARTIN THE NEWSAGENTS PLC 
la Market Street, 

Eastleigh 

ASDA 

49-57 High Street, West End 

ISAAC NEWSAGENTS 

37 Queens Way, Southampton 

BOYATT NEWS 

Shakespeare Road 

Boyatt Wood, Eastleigh 

S.N.A. 

1 The Broadway 

Witts Hill, Midanbury 

FORBUOYS 

53 Bedford Place, Southampton 

WHALESMEAD P.0 

166 Fair Oak Road, Eastleigh 


SWEETMARKET 

BEST ONE 

ARROW NEWS 

1 Premier Parade 

162 High Street, Southampton. 

52 Hamilton Road, Bishopstoke 

Townhill Park, Southampton 


SANDY NEWS 

54 Sandy Lane, Fair Oak 

ALDERMOOR CONVENIENCE 

237a Aldermoor road 

ROMSEY 

NEWSMARKET 

LORDSWOOD 

CO-OP 

High Street, Eastleigh 


13 Seymour Parade 

N. Baddesley 

HEDGE END & BOTLEY 

TOTTONAND CALMORE 

MARTINS 

11 The Cornmarket, Romsey 

HEDGE END PO 

St Johns Centre 

HARVEYS 

1 Main Road 

Hounsdown 

NICWAT 

18 Warren Gardens 

Great Woodley Estate, Romsey 

Upper Northan Road 

CO-OP 

ROMSEY ADVERTISER OFFICE 

WATERSIDE 

219-221 Salisbury Road 

Testwood, Totton 

21a Market Place, Romsey 

DIBDEN PURLIEU NEWS 

Beaulieu Road, Hythe 

TESCO EXPRESS 


ONE STOP 

Nutshalling Close 

Calmore 

SOUTHAMPTON WEST 

6 Fairview Parade, Hythe 

THOMPSONS 

CO-OP 

McCOLLS 

164 Windermere Avenue 

163 Long Lane, Holbury 

5 Longstoke Crescent 

Totton 

Millbrook, Southampton 

MARCHWOOD NEWS 

CO-OP 

The Forge, Main Road, 

Marchwood. 


GOLDSMITHS 

39 Irving Road 

41 Rumbridge Street 

Maybush, Southampton 

CO-OP 

Totton 

LONDIS 

Marchwood Village Centre 


88-90 Oakley Road 

BLACKFIELD NEWSAGENTS 


Shirley, Southampton 

163 Hampton Lane, Blackfield 

SOUTHAMPTON EAST 

H & M NEWS MARKET 

FIRST CLASS CONVENIENCE 


109 Shirley High Street 

Netley View Post Office, 

BOB & PAULA’S 

35 Valentine Avenue 

Shirley, Southampton 

Fawley Road, Hythe 

Sholing, Southampton 

CITY NEWS 

FAWLEY NEWS 


Park Street, Shirley, Southampton. 

The Square, Fawley 

NEWSMARKET 

15 Thornhill Park Road 

PATELS 


Southampton 

54 Romsey Road, Shirley 

WINCHESTER 

SHOLING NEWS 

TWYFORD NEWS 

SOUTHERN DAILY ECHO/ 

75-77 Sholing Road 

33-35 Twyford Avenue 

HAMPSHIRE CHRONICLE 

Sholing, Southampton 

Shirley, Southampton 

5 Upper Brook Street, Winchester 
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Strachan has 
followed 
Fergie’s path 


Take a chance on Ni 



Kevin Keegan started his stellar career in the lower divisions with Scunthorpe 



David Peach gave Saints great service after arriving from lower division Gillingham 


GARY Neville has taken charge of 
Valencia until the end of the season 
to become the latest in a long line 
of players under Sir Alex Ferguson 
at Manchester United who went into 
management. 

Here, The Pink looks at some of those 
who followed Ferguson into the 
managerial dug-out. 

BRYAN ROBSON 

Ferguson’s first captain at Old 
Trafford took Middlesbrough into the 
Premier League and both League Cup 
and FA Cup finals in 1997. Later in 
charge of Bradford, West Brom - where 
he suffered relegation from the Premier 
League - and Sheffield United. 

STEVE BRUCE 

Managed no fewer than eight clubs in 
17 years and has had a few promotions 
and relegations along the way at 
Sheffield United, Wigan, Huddersfield, 
Crystal Palace, Birmingham, Wigan, 
Sunderland and current club Hull. 

MARK HUGHES 


Arguably the most successful of 
Ferguson’s players in domestic 
management. Almost steered Wales to 



Former Saints manager Gordon 
Strachan 

Euro 2004 before embarking on a top¬ 
flight career at Blackburn, Manchester 
City, Fulham, QPR and Stoke, where his 
star has been on the rise again. 

ROY KEANE 

Combustible character who produced 
more headlines than victories at 
Sunderland and Ipswich and has spent 
the last couple of years as an assistant 
at Aston Villa and latterly with the 
Republic of Ireland, helping his country 
to Euro 2016 alongside Martin O’Neill. 

GORDON STRACHAN 

Relegated at Coventry, he took 
Southampton to the 2003 FA Cup final 
before claiming a title hat-trick at 
Celtic. Flopped at Middlesbrough 
before becoming Scotland manager in 
2013, but he failed to take his country 
to Euro 2016 next summer. 

PAUL INCE 

Enjoyed early success and silverware 
at MK Dons but never recovered after 
his Premier League opportunity at 
Blackburn turned sour. Spent just six 
months at Ewood Park before he was 
fired and failed to shine in later spells 
at MK Dons, Notts County and 
Blackpool. 


IN LAST week’s Sports Pink, 
I wrote a feature based on a 
newly-published book ‘Got 
Not Got - The Lost World of 
Southampton’. 

It is a book packed full of fantas¬ 
tic memorabilia from the 60s, 70s 
and 80s - a far, far different era than 
the one we now live in, writes SI¬ 
MON CARTER. 

In the feature, I talked about 
things that used to be commonplace 
all those years ago - terraces, rat¬ 
tles, rosettes, climbing up trees to 
get a good view of a game (as used 
to happen behind the Archers Road 
End at The Dell), Shoot! and Match 
Weekly magazines, and Subbuteo. 

One genre I didn’t mention was 
‘Players Signed From Non League 
Football Who Shone in the Top Di¬ 
vision’ 

Let’s right that wrong now. 

Jamie Vardy is the talk of the Pre¬ 
mier League after his remarkable 
achievement in scoring in 11 suc¬ 
cessive top flight games. 

He has done something the likes 
of Shearer, Henry, Ronaldo, Aguero 
and Rooney never managed. 

Not bad for someone who as re¬ 
cently as May 2012 was playing for 
Fleetwood Town in the Conference. 

As a result, some of our national 
newspapers have been running ar¬ 
ticles this week asking ‘why don’t 
top clubs look for more Jamie Var- 
dy’s?’ 

Because they are scared, that is 
why 

Scared the signing might not 
work out. 

Scared the player might be a flop. 

Undisputed kings 

Scared because fans might accuse 
them of lacking ambition. 

Because all the big clubs these 
days must have big name signings. 

Yes? 

It wasn’t like this back in the 70s, 
or early 80s even. 

Liverpool were the undisputed 
kings of English football then. 

They were not afraid to go to 
Scunthorpe United and sign a goal¬ 
keeper, Ray Clemence. 

Between 1973 and 1981, Clemence 
helped Liverpool win 18 major tro¬ 
phies, including three European 
Cups. 

A few years later, Bill Shankly 
went back to Scunthorpe and 
signed a young lad called Kevin 
Keegan. 

We know what became of him, 
don’t we? 

Down in the depths of the Foot¬ 
ball League, Shankly had identified 
another gem - one who would go on 
to win back to back European Foot¬ 
baller of the Year trophies. 

In 1974 Liverpool signed a young 
full back from Northampton Town. 

Again, one of the top clubs in the 
country going right down into the 
lower divisions to sign emerging 
talent. 

Phil Neal was to play in every sin¬ 
gle First Division game from the 


start of the 1975/76 season to the 
end of the 1982/83 season - eight 
successive seasons as an ever pre¬ 
sent. 

Squad rotation didn’t exist back 
then. God knows what Bill Shankly 
or even Bob Paisley would have 
made of it. 


Between 1976 and 1986, Phil Neal 
helped Liverpool win 23 trophies at 
home and abroad, including eight 
top flight titles and four European 
Cups. 

In 1980, Paisley signed a gangling 
teenage striker from Third Divi¬ 
sion Chester City 


Ian Rush went on to rewrite the 
goalscoring record books at An- 
field. 

Liverpool were by no means the 
only top team at the time scouring 
the lower divisions for talent. 

Manchester United signed winger 
Steve Coppell from Tranmere Rov- 
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in League players 


Ready,Teddy, 
go for spell in 
management 



Aaron Martin, the last player Saints signed from a non league club 



Leicester City’s Jamie Vardy celebrates scoring 


ers, West Bromwich Albion picked 
up Cyrille Regis from non league 
Hayes, winger Alan Devonshire - 
signed from Southall - helped West 
Ham win the 1980 FA Cup, the last 
time a team from outside the top di¬ 
vision lifted the silverware. 

Saints signed David Peach from 
Gillingham, and he spent six great 


years at The Dell, while ex-Saints 
trainee Graham Roberts was 
signed by Tottenham from non 
league Weymouth in 1980. Within 
a year, he had helped them lift the 
FA Cup. Within two years, he had 
helped them win the FA Cup again 
and within three years he had won 
the first of six England caps. 


Then there’s the remarkable tale 
of Garry Birtles. 

Signed by Nottingham Forest in 
1976 from local non league Long 
Eaton United, within four improb¬ 
able years he had helped them win 
promotion to the First Division, 
win the First Division title, win the 
European Cup two years running, 


win senior England caps, and win 
a £lm move to Manchester United. 

That was then, and this is now. 

Where are all the former lower 
division/non league footballers 
in the Premier League in the year 
2015? 

We have Jamie Vardy, but let us 
not forget Leicester were in the 
Championship when Nigel Pearson 
signed him in 2012. 

Would Pearson have paid £lm for 
him had Leicester been in the Pre¬ 
mier League then? 

Only he can answer that one. 

Let’s look around us, here on the 
south coast. 

No former lower leaguers/non 
leaguers in the Saints squad. 

Ronald Koeman has only signed 
a handful of British players in 
his three transfer windows at St 
Mary’s, and they came from Glas¬ 
gow Celtic (Fraser Forster), Hull 
City (Shane Long), Chelsea (Ryan 
Bertrand/Oriol Romeu), Fulham 
(Maarten Stekelenburg) and QPR 
(Steven Caulker). 

Down the A31, Bournemouth’s 
squad has a slightly different look 
about it - and so it should. 

Defenders Charlie Daniels and 
Simon Francis were signed from 
Third Division clubs, but at a time 
when Cherries themselves were in 
the lower divisions. 

Midfielder Harry Arter was 
snapped up from Woking in the 
summer of 2010, shortly after 
Bournemouth won promotion 
from the fourth tier, and he is still 
an integral part of their Premier 
League squad. Good on him, I say 

Ditto Marc Pugh, another arrival 
at Dean Court in the summer of 
2010. Signed from a club who no 
longer exist - Hereford United - 
he is still very much a first team 
squad regular. 

There is an obvious question to 
be asked here, though. Would Cher¬ 
ries have signed Arter, Pugh, Fran¬ 
cis and Daniels had they been in 
the Premier League at the time? 

Probably not, and that is not be¬ 
ing disrespectful to them at all. 

Would Cherries have signed Har¬ 
ry Cornick from Wessex League 
Christchurch if they had been in 
the top flight at the time? 

On the south coast, we have been 
lucky in recent years to have seen 
a host of non league hot-shot strik¬ 
ers. 

Rising star 

Of them all, Charlie Austin 
stands out - not because he scored 
more goals in the Wessex League 
than anyone else (he didn’t), but be¬ 
cause his star has continued to rise 
at a rapid rate. 

From helping Poole Town to the 
Wessex League title in 2008/09, Aus¬ 
tin has gone to score goals aplenty 
in the Third Division for Swindon, 
in the Championship for Burnley 
and, last season, for Queens Park 
Rangers in the Premier League. 

continued on next page 


Continued from opposite page 

OLE GUNNAR SOLSKJAER 

Tipped as a future United manager 
after winning two Norwegian titles at 
unfashionable Molde before an ill-fated 
Premier League spell damaged his 
reputation. 

Relegated and sacked at Cardiff, he is 
now attempting to rebuild his career 
back at Molde. 

TEDDY SHERINGHAM 

Cut his coaching teeth at West Ham 
before being appointed manager of 
League Two Stevenage in May 2015. 

Endured a tricky start to management 
by winning only two of his first 14 
games in charge but is currently 
enjoying a five-game unbeaten run. 

LAURENT BLANC 

Spent two seasons at United before 
retiring as a player and embarking on a 
managerial career at Bordeaux, where 
he won the French League title. 

Led France for two years from 2010- 
12 and has since been with Paris St 
Germain, where he has won the league 
in his two seasons in charge. 



Teddy Sheringham has taken the 
managieral plunge 
DARREN FERGUSON 


Ferguson’s son enjoyed spectacular 
early success with back-to-back 
promotions at Peterborough but a spell 
at Preston never worked out. 

Returned to Peterborough to sample 
promotion and relegation to and from 
the Championship, and was recently 
appointed Doncaster boss. 

MARK ROBINS 

Best known for the FA Cup goal which 
supposedly kept Ferguson in a job at 
United in 1990. 

The former striker has operated in the 
lower leagues and been in charge of 
five different clubs in the last decade - 
Rotherham, Barnsley, Coventry, 
Huddersfield and current club 
Scunthorpe. 

HENNING BERG 

Managed Lyn and Lillestrom in his 
native Norway before a short-lived spell 
at former club Blackburn in 2012 lasted 
only 57 days. 

Guided Legia Warsaw to the Polish 
title in his first full season in charge but 
left in October after less than two years 
in charge. 
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Non-league sharpshooters 
can be gamble worth taking 


from previous page 

Charlie Austin successfully made 
the huge leap from the Wessex 
League - level nine on the pyramid - 
to the top flight, and in the space of 
five incredible years. 

Others have scored a shed-load of 
non league goals locally and not been 
handed the chance. 

Andy Forbes belted 76 league and 
cup goals for Winchester City in 
2003/04, helping them to the Wessex 
League title and the FA Vase. He was 
the non league footballer of the year, 
and continued to score regularly at a 
higher level for Eastleigh. 

Yet no Football League club ever de¬ 
cided he was worth a chance. 

Look at Justin Bennett, like Forbes, 
a former prolific scorer for Andover. 

Bennett has regularly scored more 
than 20 goals a season for Gosport 
Borough in recent years, yet no Con¬ 
ference club - let alone a Football 
League one - has taken a gamble. 

Whacked 

One of Bennett’s current Gosport 
colleagues is Lee Wort. 

Two seasons ago, in 2013/14, he 
whacked more than 50 league and 
cup goals as Sholing celebrated a 
Wessex League and FA Vase double. 

That form won him a trial with Ac¬ 
crington, then managed by ex-Saint 
James Beattie, but it came to nothing. 

Also at Gosport these days is ex- 
Saint Jamie White. 

He fired more than 50 Wessex 
League goals in just 32 games for 
Winchester in 2011/12. The following 
season, he netted 21 goals as Salis¬ 
bury City won promotion back to the 
Conference Premier via the South 
play-offs. 

At the time, White’s star seemed 
to be firmly in the ascendency as he 
tried to return to the professional 
game after a handful of Champion¬ 
ship appearances for hometown club 
Saints in 2008/09. 

But he failed to impress in a stint 
at Bristol Rovers last season and has 
recently returned to Borough via a 
loan spell at Southern Premier club 
Poole Town. 

Now we have Warren Bentley at 
Winchester City. 

Already this season, he has plun¬ 
dered more than 30 goals in league 
and cup. 

Belted 

Last season he belted more than50 
league and cup goals, and the year be¬ 
fore that - in 2013/14 - he scored more 
than 50 for Alresford Town. 

Since the start of the 2012/13 sea¬ 
son, Warren Bentley has netted ap¬ 
proaching 200 goals for Alresford and 
Winchester. 

Yet where are the Conference Pre¬ 
mier or League 2 clubs knocking on 
his door? 

You can’t expect Saints and Cher¬ 
ries to come calling - this isn’t the 
1970s any more, I know that - but the 
guy’s record surely shouldn’t be ig¬ 
nored? 

Why did Charlie Austin get his 
Football League chance, but the likes 
of Andy Forbes, Justin Bennett, Lee 


Andy Forbes during his goalscoring times with Eastleigh. 


Wort and, so far, Warren Bentley 
haven’t? 

It’s a serious question. 

There are obviously some good 
players at Conference level. 

Vardy was the division’s top scorer 
in 2011/12, and two seasons later the 
top marksman was Luton’s Andre 
Gray. 

The Hatters had signed him from 
Hinckley Town of the Conference 
North - the same level of football that 
Bennett has been playing for Gosport 
these last couple of seasons and the 
same level Forbes played for East¬ 
leigh for some years. 

Andre Gray didn’t score that many 


more goals at the sixth tier of Eng¬ 
lish football than Bennett and Forbes 
have done. 

Yet he is now the one popping in 
the goals for Burnley in the Cham¬ 
pionship - nine in his first 13 league 
games for the Clarets - following a 
eye-popping £9m summer move from 
Brentford. 

Doesn’t count 

I wait with eagerness for the next 
time Saints sign a player from League 
1, League 2 or even non league foot¬ 
ball. 


Okay, I know they signed the likes 
of Rickie Lambert, Dean Hammond 
, Jason Puncheon and Dan Seaborne 
from League 1 clubs in 2009/10, but 
Saints were in League 1 at the time 
as well - they don’t count. 

That was also the same season 
Saints last signed a player from non 
league football - Eastleigh defender 
Aaron Martin. 

Again, you have to doubt whether 
the club would have made such a 
move had they been in the Premier 
at the time. Martin went on to make 
20 league appearances for Saints, and 
is currently a regular at a Coventry 
City side doing well in the third tier. 


Former Poole Town star Charlie Austin has scored goals at every level he has played at. 


Vardy set 
to chase 
records 

JAMIE Vardy set a new 
Barclays Premier League 
record when he scored in his 
11th straight game against 
Manchester United. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at the other sharp-shooters 
who Vardy has beaten - and 
who he is yet to conquer. 

Eight goals: Daniel 
Sturridge 2013-14 

Before Vardy the closest anyone 
had come to threatening Ruud 
van Nistelrooy’s Premier League 
record was when Sturridge 
spearheaded Liverpool’s 
ultimately unsuccessful title 
challenge with Luis Suarez. 

He scored in a 3-3 draw at 
Everton in November before 
being sidelined until the January 
with ankle ligament damage. 

But he returned in style to 
score in seven straight games, 
including a brace in the second 
Merseyside derby, before 
finishing with a double against 
Swansea. 

10 goals: Ruud van 
Nistelrooy - 2002-03 - 
2003-04 

The record Vardy broke on 
Saturday had stood since 2003 
after Dutchman Van Nistelrooy’s 
10-game streak. 

The Holland star’s achievement 
spanned two seasons as he 
netted 13 goals in eight straight 
Premier League games at the 
end of the 2002-03 campaign. 

He opened the run with a hat- 
trick against Fulham and bagged 
another treble against Charlton 
as he ended 2002-03 with 47 
goals for club and country. 

Van Nistelrooy continued his form 
into 2003-04 with goals against 
Bolton and Newcastle to break 
his own record after he had 
scored in eight straight games 
during 2001-02. 

12 goals: Jimmy Dunne 
1931-32 

Between October 1931 and 
January 1932 Dunne scored in 
12 consecutive league matches 
for Sheffield United. In 1930-31 
he scored 41 league goals for 
the Blades. But his record came 
a year later as he started against 
Grimsby and netted 18 times 
before before he finally drew a 
blank. 

15 goals: Stan 
Mortensen 1950-51 

The forward scored in 15 
consecutive games for Blackpool 
during the 1950-51 season. His 
games were separated by injury 
as Mortensen hit three in three, 
missed a game, then scored 

11 in 11, then one more after 
another injury. 

21 goals: Lionel Messi 
2012-13 

Messi hit 33 goals in his 21- 
game run during the 2012-13 
season, which saw Barcelona lift 
the La Liga title. 



Jamie Vardy 
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Southampton go second after seven-goal haul against Andover 


SOUTHAMPTON Saints conceded an 
early goal to lose at Maidenhead in 
the South West Division One of the FA 
Women’s Premier League. 

Deanna Peters seized on to a through 
ball to score in only the fourth minute. 

Home keeper Ellie Parker denied 
Saints with two great saves in the 
second half. 

• In the Southern Region league, 
Southampton Women caned Andover 
7-1 to move up to second - goals coming 
from Yeates (3), Read (2) and McGill (2). 
Shayne Prasad replied. 

Fleet Town put five past Wycombe to 
leapfrog Winchester Flyers, who were 
without a game, into fourth position. 

Southampton Ladies reserves went 
down 3-0 at home to Portsmouth Ladies 
in the FA Premier League Reserves 
South. 

Rock bottom Southampton held out 
until just before the break, when the 
deadlock was broken by an own goal. 

Natasha Stephens doubled the 
advantage and Southampton student 
Rayleigh Tonks made it 3-0 after a 
defensive mix-up in the second period. 

• Southampton Saints under-16s 
won 5-0 in muddy conditions against 
Oaklands. 

Captain Ellie Russell netted the only 



Southampton reserves keeper Millie Peake in action against Pompey reserves. 


goal of the first half, with Jess Bradley restart. 

adding a second 45 seconds after the Bradley got her second on 50 minutes 


from a throw-in from Lilly Merry 
before Siena White scored from a 
Bradley pass. 

White saved the best until last, 
powering past four players in a great 
run before netting her second on 80 
minutes. 

Saints keeper Rebecca Gardiner did 
not have a save to make all game and 
only touched the ball four times. 

Elsewhere in the U16 Winchester 
League, Petersfield beat Wey Valley 6-0 
while BTC lost 5-0 at Sutton Scotney. 

• In the U14 Winchester & District 
Girls league, Southampton Saints 
G&LFC U13s beat BTC 5-0 with goals 
from Watson (2), Nightingale, White 
and Hughdie to move up to joint second 
place. 

Ellie Chaffe scored twice as leaders 
AFC Boscombe defeated New Milton 4-0. 

In the U13 division Southampton 
Saints U12s defeated Andover 11-2 while 
Sarah Dalton’s treble helped St Francis 
beat Alton 4-1. 

Megan Hart took her seasonal tally to 
18 with a double as leaders Winchester 
Flyers Reds caned St Francis 10-1. Lucy 
Wilson netted four times. 

Worthies Ulls netted through 
Connolly and Findlay in a 2-0 win 
against Romsey. 


Hampshire Colleges football 


Brock title hopes in balance 
following defeat in goal test 



BROCKENHURST’S fading 
Hampshire Colleges League 
title prospects took a severe 
knock with defeat in a nine- 
goal fest at Farnborough. 

The 6-3 loss was their third of the 
season, coming on the back of set¬ 
backs against Itchen (5-3) and table 
topping Peter Symonds (3-0), with 
whom they also drew recently. 

It’s left Brock trailing a long way be¬ 
hind Peter Symonds, who stretched 
their lead at the top with a 3-1 win at 
Andover, writes Mike Vimpany. 

A brace from the influential Theo 
Servini and a third strike by Jay 
Bugg gave PSC their eighth win in 
ten matches. 

But with all the top sides still hav¬ 
ing to play each other at least once, 
the situation could change in the 
New Year. 

The Farnborough-Brock affair was 
littered with chances, with five goals 
being scored at either end in the 
opening 20 minutes. 

Rhys Newman, sent off late on, 
fired Brock ahead from an early pen¬ 
alty, but the visitors’ lead was soon 
wiped out as Bijen Gurung equalised. 

Back came Brock with the un¬ 
marked Brendan Randall restoring 
the lead with a simple far post header. 

But as porous defending took its 
toll, Lawrie Paget scored twice in 
quick succession to give Farnbor¬ 
ough a 3-2 lead they never surren¬ 
dered. 

Ed Mahoney might have scored 
a hat-trick as Brock failed to cope 


Goalscorer Harry McGrath 

with the onslaught and Boro’ tried 
to press home their advantage, sur¬ 
prisingly without success until just 
before half-time. 

Alex Mountfield twice hit the wood¬ 
work before Ryan McCartney poked 


home a rebound to give Farnborough 
a 4-2 interval lead. 

The outcome was certainly in the 
balance when Harry McGrath made 
it 4-3. 

But Paget completed his hat-trick 


from the penalty spot and Laurie 
White added a late sixth for Farnbor¬ 
ough. 

Newman copped a ‘straight red’ 
for a reckless challenge on sub Josh 
Pound. 

Newman was the tenth student to 
be sent off in the Colleges league soc¬ 
cer this season - a grim statistic. 

In the other A Division match, 
Queen Mary’s broke their duck with 
a 2-1 victory over winless South 
Downs, Dylan Bardell and Ollie Stutz 
getting the goals. 

Sparsholt conceded their scheduled 
home match with Itchen. 

Unbeaten B Division pace setters 
Richard Taunton were without a 
match, but their prospects of taking 
were improved when second placed 
Poole Grammar were held 2-2 by 
Portsmouth. 

Portsmouth went 1-0 up - a score¬ 
line Poole reversed with strikes by 
Dash Howarth and James Blake, but 
one the city side cancelled out before 
half-time. 

• Brockenhurst’s tie with Itchen is 
the high spot on next Wednesday’s 
second round pairings in the Peter 
Munro Cup. 

Fixtures: 

1st XI Cup: Andover v Farnborough, 
Brockenhurst v Itchen, P Symonds v 
Portsmouth, Queen Mary’s v R Taunton. 

2nd XI Cup: Andover v Brockenhurst, Itchen v 
Farnborough, P Symonds v Sparsholt, South 
Downs v R Taunton. 

3rd XI Cup: B Peveril v R Taunton, QMC or Alton 
v Farnborough, Itchen IV v Bay Flouse, S Downs 
v Peter Symonds. 

Division 1C Cup: FI Collegiate v Eastleigh, 
Highbury v Fareham, King Edward VI v 
Basingstoke, Totton v Bay Flouse. 


Warner 
saves tie 

HOOK & Newnham Basics 
cricket talent Harry Warner, 
pictured, was the penalty 
hero of Farnborough’s 
English Schools’ FA College 
Trophy victory against 
Brighton Hove & Sussex. 

The 17-year-old, who hit two 
Hampshire League centuries 
during the summer, saved two 
penalties and scored the 
winning spot-kick, sending 
Boro’ through to the last eight 
of the national competition, 
which Sparsholt won several 
seasons ago. 

The teams were level 2-2 
after extra time, when the 
fourth round tie went to 
penalties. 

Sam Pederson, Aaron 
Deere and Ed Mahoney all 
tucked their spot kicks away 
- as did Brighton to leave 
things delicately balanced at 
3-3. 

Warner dived to save 
Brighton’s fourth and fifth 
penalties, having drilled his 
own match-winning kick 
straight down the middle and 
send Farnborough into the 
quarter-finals. 

Earlier in normal time, Boro’ 
had gone 2-0 up through 
Pederson and Ryan 
McCartney, but Brighton 
clawed their way back to 
draw 2-2. 

Farnborough knocked out 
Hampshire Colleges League 
leaders Peter Symonds in the 
previous round. 



Harry Warner 
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Looking back 
to last Davis 
win in 1936 


The sensational sta 




Barcelona’s Neymar 


Andy Murray has led Great Britain to 
their first Davis Cup title since 1936. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a look at 
the world then and now. 

1936: Fred Perry and Bunny Austin 
lead Great Britain to their ninth Davis 
Cup title with a 3-2 win over Australia at 
Wimbledon. 

2015: Andy Murray leads Britain to 
their 10th title with victory over Belgium 
in Ghent - ending a 79-year wait. 

1936: Stanley Baldwin is in his third 
spell as Prime Minister. After governing 
the country twice before, Baldwin has 
changed places with Ramsay 
MacDonald, whose physical powers 
began to fail him at the age of 70. 

2015: David Cameron is the current 
Prime Minister, having confounded the 
polls to win a second term in May. 

1936: A loaf of bread costs four and 
a half pence, a pint of beer the 
equivalent of 14 pence. 

2015: The average price of a loaf is 
£1.02, a pint of beer costs on average 
£3.31. 

1936: Arsenal win the FA Cup thanks 
to a 1-0 win over second division 
Sheffield United at Wembley, where Ted 
Drake scores the goal. 

2015: Arsenal are FA Cup winners 
again, after thumping Aston Villa 4-0 at 
Wembley. Jose Mourinho crowns his 



Adolf Hitler announced the building 
of Volkswagen cars in 1936. 

return to Chelsea by winning the 
Premier League. 

1936: Host nation Germany top the 
medal table at the 1936 Olympics, 
registering nine more golds than 
runners-up United States. Great Britain 
came 10th in the standings. 

2015: The inaugural European 
Games take place in Baku amid much 
controversy over human rights issues, 
with Great Britain taking 18 gold 
medals. 

1936: Pius XI, the 259th incumbent, 
reigns as Pope for a 14th year. 

2015: Pope Francis becomes the 
first pontiff in recent memory to go to a 
warzone when he visits the Central 
African Republic. 

1936: The BBC launches the first 
high-definition television service, while 
in America the Hoover Dam is 
completed and begins to generate 
hydroelectric power. In Germany, Adolf 
Hitler announces the building of 
Volkswagen cars. 

2015: Volkswagen finds itself hit with 
billions of pounds in fines as the result 
of an emissions scandal. Meanwhile, 
global powers discuss increasing their 
bombing campaign over Syria to 
combat recent atrocities carried out by 
the so-called Islamic State. 


BARCELONA duo Lionel 
Messi and Neymar and Real 
Madrid forward Cristiano 
Ronaldo have been short¬ 
listed for the 2015 FIFA Bal¬ 
lon d’Or award. 

The prize is the most prestig¬ 
ious individual player award in 
the game and the three were cho¬ 
sen from a longer list of 23 names 
which also included ex-Saint Ga¬ 
reth Bale. 

The winner will be revealed in Zu¬ 
rich on January 11. 

Ronaldo has won four Ballon d’Or 
awards, including for the past two 
years. 

Messi also has four, which came 
consecutively from 2009 to 2012. 

The Argentina forward helped 
Barcelona win the treble last sea¬ 
son, and is odds-on favourite to 
make it Ballon d’Or number five. 

At 23, Neymar is the youngest of 
the finalists. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
the astonishing records of Messi 
and Ronaldo since the start of the 
2009/10 season. 

LIONEL MESSI 

2009/10: Messi won the Euro¬ 
pean Golden Boot for the first time, 
after belting 34 goals in 35 La Liga 
appearances 

He also plundered four goals in 
one Champions League appearance 
against Arsenal at the Nou Camp. 

2010/11: Messi belted 51 goals for 
Barca in as many games - includ¬ 
ing 23 by the end of November for 
club and country. 

There were four hat-tricks for 
Barca, including one against Se¬ 
ville in the Spanish Super Cup fi¬ 
nal. 

Messi won his third European 
Champions League medal this sea¬ 
son, after previous wins in 2006 and 
2009. 

2011/12: Even by Messi’s phe¬ 
nomenal standards, this was truly 
an amazing season. 

Unbelievably, he collected 70 goals 
in just 52 Barca appearances. 

Fifty of those goals came in just 
36 La Liga starts, plus one as a sub. 

That figure sounds more like 
something out a Roy of the Rovers 
comic, rather than in the 21st cen¬ 
tury in one of the best leagues on 
the planet. 

He scored 50 league goals, and the 
second highest La Liga marksman 
was Alexis Sanchez - with 12. 

In one particularly purplish patch 
between February 14 and April 14, 
Messi played 14 games in exactly 
two months. During those 14 games 
he scored 26 goals. 

In only one of those games - a 0-0 
Champions League draw in Milan - 
did he fail to score. 

Messi belted five against Bayer 
Leverkusen in a Champions League 
game, four in a league game against 
Valencia, and three in another La 


Barcelona’s Lionel Messi 


Liga game against Grenada. 

Towards the end of the league sea¬ 
son, he scored seven goals in four 
days - three in a 4-1 win against 
Malaga and all four in a 4-0 victory 
over Espanyol. 

2012/13: Another remarkable 


campaign, including 46 La Liga 
goals in 28 starts (plus four off the 
bench). 

Included in that was a sensational 
run of scoring in 21 successive La 
Liga games. 

Yes, twenty one. 

Jamie Vardy is currently the talk 


of the Premier League, after scor¬ 
ing in 11 successive games. 

His is a remarkable effort, but it’s 
still ten short of equalling Messi’s 
Spanish League record. 

After failing to score on Novem¬ 
ber 3, Messi netted in every single 
league until he failed to notch on 
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ts of stellar duo... 


It’s a number 
game to win 
Ballon d’Or 



Real Madrid’s Cristano Ronaldo 



Jimmy Greaves was the last man to score 40 or more top flight goals in England - way back in 1961. 


May 12. 

In all this season, he struck 47 
league and cup goals in 56 Barca 
appearances. 

He won the European Golden 
Boot for the t 

2013/14: Twenty eight goals in 
29 league starts (plus two off the 


bench) this season. 

Messi began the season with a 
flourish, hammering nine goals in 
his first four matches - including 
hat-tricks against Valencia in the 
league and Ajax in the Champions 
League. 

He later fired trebles in succes¬ 
sive La Liga games in March 2014, 


including one in a thrilling El Clas- 
sico 4-3 success at The Nou Camp. 

Messi, having failed to impress in 
the World Cup four years earlier, 
then struck four times in the 2014 
tournament in Brazil. 

He inspired his country to the 
final, but hopes of a comparison 
with the mercurial Diego Marado¬ 


na - forever remembered for lead¬ 
ing Argentina to World Cup glory 
in 1986 - floundered in a final loss 
to Germany 

He had first scored a World Cup fi¬ 
nals goal in Germany in 2006, when 
Argentina hammered Serbia 6-0. 

2014/15: Messi broke the 40-goal 
league barrier for the third time 
in four La Liga seasons, by netting 
43 times in 37 La Liga appearances 
(plus one as a sub). 

That statistic needs placing in 
some kind of perspective. 

Guess who was the last player to 
score more than 40 league goals in 
an English top flight season? 

It was Jimmy Greaves, who net¬ 
ted 41 goals in 1960/61. 

The nearest since was Saints 
striker Ron Davies, who in his de¬ 
but season at The Dell in 1966/67 
fired 37 top flight goals. 

Prior to Greaves’ feat in the early 
1960s, Arsenal’s Ted Drake plun¬ 
dered 42 in 1934/35 and Aston Vil¬ 
la’s ‘Pongo’ Waring hammered 49 
in 1930/31. 

Messi struck three hat-tricks in 
four games in late November and 
early December - two in La Liga 
and one against Apoel Nicosia in 
the Champions League. 

Within a few months, he had 
struck three more trebles in the 
league against Deportivo, Levante 
and Real Vallecano. 

The season ended with Messi 
collecting his fourth Champions 
League winners medal. 

2015/16: A low-key start to the 
season, by Messi’s standards any¬ 
way, with just four goals in six 
starts (plus two off the bench) in 
the league so far. 

CRISTIANO RONALDO 

2009/10: In his first season at 
The Bernabeu since his world re¬ 
cord £80m switch from Old Traf- 
ford, Ronaldo struck 26 La Liga 
goals in just 29 appearances. 

2010/11: Ronaldo belted 40 La 
Liga goals in just 34 appearances 
to win the European Golden Boot 
for the second time - he had previ¬ 
ously won it for scoring 31 goals for 
Manchester United in 2007/08. 

In all, he hit six league hat-tricks 
- including four-goal shows against 
Racing and Seville. 

2011/12: Ronaldo improved from 
the previous season, blasting 46 La 
Liga goals in 38 appearances. 

In every other year in history, 
this would have been good enough 
to win the European Golden Boot. 

But this was the season that Li¬ 
onel Messi belted 50 goals for Bar¬ 
celona! 

He struck seven La Liga hat- 
tricks, and in all competitions col¬ 
lected 58 goals in 51 club appear¬ 
ances in all competitions. 

continued on next page 


THE three-man shortlist for the 2015 
FIFA Ballon d’Or award has been 
announced, with Real Madrid forward 
Cristiano Ronaldo joining Barcelona 
duo Lionel Messi and Neymar in 
contention for the most prestigious 
individual player award in the game. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a look at 
the trio in numbers. 

26,877,170: Estimate of how much 
Messi has earned in pounds since 
signing his latest contract extension 
with Barcelona in May, 2014. 

274,000: Suggested weekly earning 
of Ronaldo at Real Madrid. 

500: Number of career goals passed 
by Ronaldo this season, with some 13 
years between his first one for Sporting 
Lisbon and the landmark strike for Real 
Madrid against Malmo on September 
30. 

48: Number of goals both Ronaldo 
and Messi has each scored for club and 
country this season. 

24: How old Ronaldo was when he 
collected his first Ballon d’Or award in 

2008, while still a Manchester United 
player. 

22: How old Messi was when he 
picked up his first Ballon d’Or award in 

2009, pushing Ronaldo into the 
runners-up spot. 

20: Number of total passes made by 



Barcelona’s Lionel Messi poses 
with the trophy after winning the 


Ronaldo in his last game for Real 
Madrid, the 2-0 win at Eibar. 

16: Number of goals Neymar has 
scored for Barcelona this season. 

14: Number of assists for Ronaldo at 
Real Madrid this season. 

10: Messi’s shirt number for 
Barcelona and Argentina. 

11: How many pounds-per-minute 
Neymar earns, roughly. 

9: Number of goals Ronaldo has 
scored in the Primera Division this 
season. 

7: Ronaldo’s shirt number at Real 
Madrid. 

5: The highest number of goals 
Ronaldo has scored in any one match 
this season, in the 6-0 win at Espanyol. 

4: The highest number of goals 
Neymar has scored in any one match 
this season, in the 5-2 home win over 
Rayo Vallecano. 

3: Number of goals Messi has netted 
since his return from a knee injury on 
November 21. 

2: Number of goals Neymar scored in 
the 4-0 win over Real Sociedad which 
kept Barcelona clear at the top of the 
Primera Liga. 

1: Number of assists made by Messi 
in the Champions League this season. 

0: Times Neymar has won the Ballon 
d’Or. 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH LOCAL SPORT ONLINE AT dailyecho.co.uk 























30 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, December 5,2015 


Neymaraims 
for first major 
Euro award 


Morgan: Team is ca 



James Vince hits out during his impressive England showings against Pakistan. 


from page 29 

2012/13: Another season, another 51 
goals for Madrid in just 50 league and 
cup outings. There were two hat-tricks 
in the space of four days, against 
Deportivo in the league and Ajax in the 
Champions League. 

2013/14: Ronaldo plundered a further 
49 club goals in only 41 appearances - 
including 31 in 30 La Liga outings. 

One of them came in the Champions 
League final against cross-city rivals 
Atletico, where Real’s 4-1 success gave 
them their first win in the tournament 
since 2002. 

Those 31 La Liga goals gave Ronaldo 
a share of the European Golden Boot, 
alongside Liverpool’s Luis Suarez. 

Ronaldo was also on great form for 
Portugal during this season, hitting 
World Cup qualifying hat-tricks against 
both Northern Ireland and Sweden. 

2014/15: With 48 league goals in only 
35 outings, Ronaldo collected a third 
outright European Golden Boot - and 
his fourth overall. 

In all competitions, for club and 
country, he struck 66 times in 58 
games. He scored in 13 successive 
games in the autumn, netting 21 times 
in that process including three hat- 



Barcelona’s Neymar celebrates a 

goal 

tricks. 

Later in the season he went nap 
against Grenada, before ending the 
Spanish League season with back-to- 
back triples. 

In his very next competitive game, he 
struck a third treble - this time for 
Portugal in a Euro Championship 
qualifier against Armenia. 

2015/16: On September 12, having 
failed to score in his first three games 
of the season, he struck five times in a 
La Liga game for the second time in 
2015. 

He had a hat-trick within the first 20 
minutes of a 6-0 romp at Espanyol. 
Three days later he fired a Champions 
League treble against Shakhtar. 

He has 16 goals in 20 appearances 
for club and country this term. 

NEYMAR 

Still only 23, it is remarkable to 
consider he has scored almost as many 
international goals as Wayne Rooney. 

While Rooney recently became 
England’s record goalscorer with 50 
strikes, Neymar has bagged 46 in only 
67 appearances for Brazil so far. 

Last season, he struck 40 goals in 54 
appearances for club and country. And 
this term he has 16 goals in 17 league 
and cup appearances. 


EOIN Morgan believes Eng¬ 
land’s new breed of white- 
ball cricketers - including 
Hampshire’s captain James 
Vince - are at the start of 
an unlimited upward curve. 

Morgan’s Twenty20 team signed 
off the tour to United Arab Emir¬ 
ates with a 3-0 series whitewash of 
Pakistan, courtesy of a Super Over 
victory at the Sharjah Cricket Sta¬ 
dium on Monday night. 

Chris Jordan held his nerve and 
demonstrated mastery of a yorker 
length, to restrict Shahid Afridi 
and Umar Akmal to just three runs 
- two leg-byes and a single off the 
bat. 

Morgan and Jos Buttler then eked 
out the four required, off ex-Hamp¬ 
shire all-rounder Afridi, to make it 
a series clean sweep and 6-1 aggre¬ 
gate success in limited-overs for¬ 
mats after England recovered from 
an initial defeat in Abu Dhabi. 

Optimistic 

This winter’s highest-profile as¬ 
signment will be the ICC World 
Twenty20 in India in March and 
Morgan does not discount success 
there, too, for a fast-developing 
squad. 

The only current survivor from 
the team that beat Australia in 
Bridgetown in 2010 to win that edi¬ 
tion of the global Twenty20 tourna¬ 
ment - still England’s only success 
in a ‘world cup’ in either form - 
Morgan is optimistic of much more 
to come. 

“I think this is the start of some¬ 
thing,” said the 29-year-old. 

“When we started at the begin¬ 
ning of the summer, I reckon we 
had five guys who’d played less 
than 10 games. 

“This time next year, I hope they’ll 
have played 30.” 

England’s limited-overs person¬ 
nel has been overhauled since last 
winter’s embarrassing early exit 
from the World Cup in Australia 
and New Zealand, and a much 
younger team has responded with 
a string of exhilarating perfor¬ 
mances. 

They have won each of just five 
Twenty20 matches, and two out of 
three one-day international series. 

Success in sub-continental condi¬ 
tions provides obvious encourage¬ 
ment that they will be able to adapt 
to the challenge in India too. 

“I certainly believe we’re capable 
of anything,” added Morgan. 

“I think we’re still in the develop¬ 
ment stage. 

“But it’s pretty exciting - the ac¬ 
celeration of our learning curve is 
happening quite quickly, because 
we’re winning, we’re growing in 
confidence, building momentum. 

“We’re learning as much as we 
can from each other, as opposed to 
back-tracking and learning from 
opposition the whole time.” 

Their next challenge will come 
in five ODIs and two Twenty20s in 
South Africa, in February - final 


preparation for that trip to India. 

“If we can take that into South 
Africa and on from there, who 
knows?” asked Morgan. 

“We’re in the best position we 
could be a the moment. 

“We’re a very new side - we’ve 
only played five games together as 


a squad. 

“I think collectively, we’re quite 
exciting. 

“We have 15 athletes - fitness is a 
priority of ours - and we’re always 
striving to improve our fielding.” 

England’s narrowest of successes 
in Sharjah, after the scores were 


tied on 154, takes their winning 
streak to six matches. 

“I suppose the toughest thing we 
were going to encounter was the 
conditions - playing Pakistan on 
home soil is a very difficult task,” 
said the captain. 

“We’ve countered that... but we 
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pable of anything’ 



Chris Woakes and James Vince react during the third T20 cricket match between Pakistan and England at Sharjah. 



Chris Woakes and James Vince in fist-pumping action again 


haven’t played a complete perfor¬ 
mance throughout both series. 

“There have been two perfect per¬ 
formances - CJ’s over and Jos (But- 
tler’s) 100 at Dubai - that at a World 
Cup could change the event within 
a side.” 

England have managed to win 
here while also ensuring not just 


that all 15 squad members featured 
but each was put in a pressure situ¬ 
ation too. 

“It’s achieved its purpose of 
growing the squad,” said Morgan. 

“We’ve had very little time to¬ 
gether, but the development of the 
side long term is looking really 
bright at the moment - looking to 


the Twenty20 ‘world cup’, the 
Champions Trophy in 2017 and the 
World Cup in 2019.” 

However he still identifies areas 
for improvement. 

“Death bowling is one of our 
weaknesses and has been for a long 
time,” he said. 

“There’s certainly a position for 


somebody to come in and do ex¬ 
actly what C J has done in that over. 

“The more we expose guys to Su¬ 
per Overs or closing out the last 
three or four overs of a game, the 
more they’ll grow as a person and 
be able to deal with the situation a 
lot better.” 

As for those World Twenty20 aspi¬ 
rations, he wants to see more pro¬ 
gress in South Africa first. 

“It’s going to be difficult... we’re 
going to be posed some different 
challenges in different conditions,” 
he said. 

“But I’ve seen stranger things 
happen.” 

Vince was voted man of the T20 
series after a superb start to Eng¬ 
land international life. 

Batting at number three, he hit 
41 off 36 balls in the first T20 game 
in Dubai, after opening pair Jason 
Roy and Alex Hales had made just 
17 between them. 

In the second game, he struck 38 
off 24 balls with three fours and 
two sixes. 

Promoted to opening the batting 
alongside Roy in the third match in 
Sharjah, Vince top scored with 46 
off 45 balls. 

Vince had won a call-up to the 
senior side on the back of a record- 
breaking domestic T20 tournament 
in 2015. 

He compiled 710 runs - the high¬ 
est total ever recorded by a bats¬ 
man in a single T20 summer in 
England - at an average of 59.16. 

The Sussex-born batsman struck 
four half-centuries in the qualify¬ 
ing group - including 99 not out 
against Kent and 90 not out against 
Sussex. 

That elusive first-ever T20 cen¬ 
tury was not far away, though - an 
unbeaten 107 off 65 balls helping 
Hampshire to a quarter final victo¬ 
ry against Worcestershire at New 
Road. 

Vince was to provide the only bat¬ 
ting highlight for Hampshire in 
their subsequent semi-final loss to 
Lancashire at Edgbaston - easily 
top scoring with 69 out of a team 
total of just 115. 

Potential 

Vince’s T20 potential had been 
clear to see not long after he made 
his debut for Hampshire in the 
shortest form of the game in 2010. 

In only his third T20 innings, he 
struck 77 against Gloucestershire. 

Later that summer, he announced 
himself to a far wider audience 
with a man-of-the-match unbeaten 
66, off only 52 balls, as Hampshire 
won their quarter final at Edgbas¬ 
ton to reach finals day for the first 
time. 

Vince was also man of the match 
when Hampshire defeated Notts at 
Trent Bridge in 2014 to reach finals 
day - opening the innings and hit¬ 
ting an undefeated 93. 

His performance against Worces¬ 
tershire last August completed a 
remarkable hat-trick of t20 quar¬ 
ter-final man-of-the-match awards. 


Racing world 
to remember 
Pat Eddery 

HIGHLIGHTS OF NEXT WEEK’S RACING 

Monday: The great and the good of 
the racing world will gather at the Royal 
Lancaster Hotel in London as the 
Horserace Writers And Photographers 
Association hosts its annual end-of- 
season shindig. Those hacks not there 
might consider Chelmsford, which 
again hosts a decent Monday card on 
the all-weather. 

Tuesday: Just moderate action at 
Fontwell, Southwell and Uttoxeter but 
many thoughts will be occupied with 
memories of champion jockey and true 
giant of the turf Pat Eddery as his 
funeral takes place in Oxfordshire. 

Wednesday: There is a 
‘Christmassy’ theme to proceedings at 
Leicester with the Advent Handicap 
Hurdle and the Yuletide Novices’ 

Limited Handicap Chase some of the 
festive events to help you get into the 
spirit of the season. 

Thursday: Warwick is the place to 
be with a quality fixture in prospect. 
Subsequent Grade Two winner Top 
Gamble featured in the limited novices’ 
chase last year while Barters Hill, who 
went on to score at the Grand National 
meeting, struck gold in the closing 
bumper. Make a note of the winners this 
time around. 

Friday: Cheltenham kicks off its 
two-day December meeting with the 
Majordomo Hospitality Handicap Chase 
the feature event with another contest 
over the cross-country course also 
likely to provide plenty of thrills and 
spills. 

Saturday: Day two of Cheltenham 
and the Caspian Caviar Gold Cup is the 
pick. The sister event to last month’s 
Paddy Power Gold Cup, the two-mile- 
four-furlong heat could well feature that 
day’s hero Annacotty as he tries to join 
an elite band to double up in the 
handicap events. The StanJames.com 
International Hurdle provides excellent 
support on a card that also features 
another handful of Festival trials. 

*♦■&•!+ Group One action will be 
on offer early in the morning with the 
Hong Kong International meeting taking 
place at Sha Tin. The Mile, Sprint, Cup 
and Vase always attract top-class fields 
and while British representation may be 
a little thin on the ground this year, it is 
nevertheless worth biting the bullet and 
getting the coffee machine on. 

FIXTURES (FLAT in capitals): 

Monday: CHELMSFORD, LINGFIELD, 
Musselburgh 

Tuesday: Fontwell, SOUTHWELL, 
Uttoxeter 

Wednesday: Hexham, KEMPTON, 
Leicester, LINGFIELD 

Thursday: CHELMSFORD, Newcastle, 
Taunton, Warwick 

Friday: Bangor, Cheltenham (CH4), 
Doncaster, WOLVERHAMPTON 

Saturday: Cheltenham (CH4), 
Doncaster (CH4), Lingfield, 
SOUTHWELL, WOLVERHAMPTON 
(evening) 

Sunday: Carlisle, Southwell 
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Tahir named 
in world ODI 
team of year 


Left-arm trio out to 


FORMER Hampshire spinner Imran 
Tahir was this week named in the 
International Cricket Council’s ODI 
team of the year. 

The 36-year-old, who helped 
Hampshire win the FP Trophy at Lord’s 
in 2009, took 33 wickets in his 22 ODIs 
in 2015 for South Africa. 

He started the year with 5-45 and 4-26 
against the West Indies, and later took 
4-26 against Sri Lanka. 

Tahir bagged 15 wickets in the World 
Cup, with only seven bowlers taking 
more. 

He had to wait until February 2011 to 
make his ODI debut for South Africa, 
and only became a regular in the 
summer of 2014. He has now taken 84 
wickets in 49 games. 

Elsewhere, Alastair Cook was named 
captain of the ICC’s test team of the 
year, while England team-mates Joe 
Root and Stuart Broad were also 
included in the line-up. 

After a couple of lean years with the 
bat, Cook has been sensational for 
much of the last 12 months and that is 
reflected in him being the current 
leading test run-scorer in 2015. 

Having also skippered England to 
Ashes glory, Cook was an obvious 
choice to get his fourth selection and 
second as captain, having achieved the 
honour two years ago. 



South Africa’s former Hampshire 
spinner Imran Tahir 

Fellow batsman Root was England’s 
standout performer throughout the 
summer, scoring two pivotal centuries 
against Australia and he currently sits 
joint-top of the test batting rankings. 

While he was controversially 
overlooked by the BBC’s Sports 
Personality of the Year panel, the ICC 
has also named Root as 12th man in its 
one-day team of the year - England’s 
only representative. 

Broad is also included in the ICC’s 
test team for the fifth time since 2009, 
with the 29-year-old the leading fast 
bowling wicket-taker this year. 

That included his eight for 15 on his 
home ground of Trent Bridge in the 
fourth test against Australia, the best 
figures of his career and a key moment 
in England regaining the Ashes. 

ICC test team of the year: A Cook (England, 
captain), D Warner (Australia), K Williamson 
(New Zealand), Younis Khan (Pakistan), S 
Smith (Australia), J Root (England), Sarfraz 
Ahmed (Pakistan), S Broad (England), T 
Boult (New Zealand), Yasir Shah (Pakistan), 

J Hazlewood (Australia). 12th man: R 
Ashwin (India). 

ICC ODI team of the year: AB de Villiers 
(South Africa, captain), T Dilshan (Sri Lanka), 
H Amla (South Africa), K Sangakkara (Sri 
Lanka), S Smith (Australia), R Taylor (New 
Zealand), T Boult (New Zealand), M Shami 
(India), M Stare (Australia), Mustafizur 
Rahman (Bangladesh), Imran Tahir (South 
Africa). 12th man: J Root. 


THREE top-class left-arlin¬ 
ers including Hampshire 
new boy Reece Topley are 
the LV County Champion¬ 
ship’s marquee signings for 
2016. 

Topley, David Willey and Mark 
Footitt are looking forward to 
showing what they can do in the 
first division after excelling for Es¬ 
sex, Northamptonshire and Derby¬ 
shire in Division Two for several 
years, writes SIMON WALTER. 

All three are on an upward trajec¬ 
tory 

Topley, 21, and Willey, 25, shared 
the new ball during England’s one- 
day international series success 
against Pakistan recently, while 
Mark Footitt has been included in 
the 16-man Test squad for the forth¬ 
coming tour of South Africa. 

Hampshire’s signing of Topley 
has already whetted the appetite 
for next season. 

He has a proven track record in 
all formats and the prospect of 
him leading the Hampshire attack 
with Ryan McLaren and Fidel Ed¬ 
wards is an exciting one to say the 
least. 

Willey’s move to Yorkshire will 
make the champions even more 
formidable opposition. 

It will be his first full season in 
the top flight, having been limited 
to eight games for Northants in 
2014 because of a back injury. 

Footitt, 30, is a relatively late de¬ 
veloper. 

But after taking 160 first-class 
wickets at 21.3 for Derbyshire in 
the last two seasons the former 
England U19 prodigy is a star on 
the rise. 

It will be fascinating to see if he 
can transfer his Derbyshire form 
to Surrey, for whom he will offer a 
very different threat to Chris Trem- 
lett, who he is effectively replacing. 

Footitt took more wickets from 
2014-15 than he did in the rest of his 
career (96 at 33.53 from 2005-13). 

Footitt (254 wickets at 25.91), To¬ 
pley (116 at 27.06) and Willey (140 
at 28.95) all have sub-30 Champion¬ 
ship averages but it remains to be 
seen if they can maintain those re¬ 
cords at the highest level. 

Topley is the only one of the trio 
not to have played in the first divi¬ 
sion, while Willey (19 wickets at 
27.10) and Footitt (42 at 38.4) have 
had brief forays of eight and 15 
games respectively. 

The other stand-out signings 
made by division one clubs for 2016 
are those of former Australia stars 
Chris Rogers and Peter Siddle, at 
Nottinghamshire and Somerset re¬ 
spectively 

Kumar Sangakkara will be play¬ 
ing in the first division for the first 
time since 2007, when he played 
half the season for Warwickshire, 
after rejoining Surrey. 

But with McLaren available for 
all of next season, it is fair to say 
that Hampshire’s 2016 recruitment 
has been the most impressive of all 
the counties so far. 



Reece Topley will improve Hampshire’s bowling attack. 



Former Hampshire seam bowler Kyle Abbott will play for Worcestershire next summer. 


DIVISION ONE 

Hampshire 

In: Ryan McLaren (South Africa), Reece 
Topley (Essex) 

Out: Basil Akram (released), Tom Barber 
(released), Danny Briggs (Sussex), Joe 
Gatting (released). 

LVCc overseas signings: Ryan 


McLaren (South Africa, full season). 

T20 Blast overseas: Ryan McLaren 
(South Africa) 

Durham 
In: n/a 
Out: n/a 

LVCC overseas : John Hastings 
(Australia, full season). 


T20 Blast overseas: John Hastings 
(Australia) 

Surrey 

In: Mark Footitt (Derbyshire) 

Out: Tim Linley (retired), Vikram Solanki 
(retired), Chris Tremlett (retired) 

LVCc overseas signings: Kumar 
Sangakkara (Sri Lanka, full season) 
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prove their worth 



England’s David Willey has made champions Yorkshire even stronger in 2016. 



Danny Briggs has swapped one south coast county for another, switching from Hampshire to Sussex. 


T20 Blast overseas: Kumar Sangakkara (Sri 
Lanka) 

Warwickshire 

In: Alex Mellor (Staffordshire) 

Out: Tom Lewis (released), Pete McKay 
(released), Tom Milnes (Derbyshire). 

LVCc overseas signings: Jeetan 
Patel (New Zealand, full season). 

T20 Blast overseas signings: 


Jeetan Patel (New Zealand) 

Yorkshire 

In: David Willey (Northamptonshire). 

Out: Moin Ashraf (released), Dan Hodgson 
(released), Richard Pyrah (retired), Jonathan 
Tattersall (released). 

LVCc overseas: n/a. T20 Blast 
overseas signings: n/a. 


Lancashire 
In: n/a 

Out: Paul Horton (Leicestershire), Ashwell 
Prince (retired) 

LVCc overseas signings: n/a 
T20 Blast overseas: n/a 

Nottinghamshire 

In: Peter Siddle (Australia) 


Out: Andy Carter (Derbyshire), Gary Keedy 
(retired). 

LVCc overseas signings: Peter 
Siddle (Australia, full season). 

T20 Blast overseas: n/a 

Somerset 

In: Ryan Davies (Kent), Chris Rogers 
(Australia), Roelof van der Merwe (South 
Africa, Dutch passport). 

Out: Adam Dibble (released), George 
Dockrell (released), James Regan (released), 
Alfonso Thomas (released). 

LVCc overseas signings: Chris 
Rogers (Australia, full season). 

T20 Blast overseas: n/a 

DIVISION TWO 

Essex 

In: Aaron Beard (Academy), Aron Nijjar 
(Academy) 

Out: Saf Imtiaz (released), Monty Panesar 
(released), Mark Pettini (Leicestershire), Matt 
Salisbury (released), Greg Smith (released), 
Reece Topley (Hampshire). 

LVCc overseas signings: Jesse 
Ryder (New Zealand). 

T20 Blast overseas: Jesse Ryder 
(New Zealand) 

Glamorgan 

In: n/a 

Out: Will Owen (retired), Ben Wright 
(retired), 

LVCc overseas signings: Jacques 
Rudolph (South Africa, full season) 

T20 Blast overseas: Jacques Rudolph (South 
Africa) 

Gloucestershire 

In: Brandon Gilmour (Academy), George 
Hankins (Academy), Chris Liddle (Sussex). 
Out: James Fuller (Middlesex), Cameron 
Herring (released), Geraint Jones (retired), 
Robbie Montgomery (released). 

LVCc overseas signings: Michael 
Klinger (Australia, full season). 

T20 Blast overseas: Michael Klinger 
(Australia) 

Kent 

In: Zak Crawley (Academy) 

Out: Ryan Davies (Somerset) 

LVCC overseas signings: n/a 
t20 Blast signings: n/a 

Leicestershire 

In: Neil Dexter (Middlesex), Paul Horton 
(Lancashire), Mark Pettini (Essex), Wayne 
White (Derbyshire), Kevin O’Brien (Ireland) 
Out: Andrea Agathangelou (released), Neil 
Pinner (released), Dan Redfern (released), 
Alex Wyatt (released). 

LVCC overseas signings: Clint McKay 
(Australia). 

NatWest T20 Blast overseas: McKay, Umar 
Akmal (Pakistan) 

Middlesex 

In: James Fuller (Gloucestershire) 

Out: Neil Dexter (Leicestershire), Gurjit 
Sandhu (released). 

LVCC overseas: n/a. T20 Blast overseas 
signings: n/a 

Northamptonshire 
In: n/a 

Out: Maurice Chambers (released), Kyle 
Coetzer (released), David Willey (Yorkshire). 
LVCC overseas: n/a. T20 Blast overseas 
signings: n/a 

Sussex 

In: Danny Briggs (Hampshire), George Garton 
(Academy), Phil Salt (Academy), Stuart 
Whittingham (Academy). 

Out: Ashar Zaidi (released), Chris Liddle 
(released), Steffan Piolet (retired), Michael 
Yardy (retired). 

LVCC overseas signings: Steve Magoffin 
(Australia, full season). 

T20 Blast overseas: Magoffin. 

Worcestershire 

In: Kyle Abbott (South Africa). 

Out: Gareth Andrew (released), Shaaiq 
Choudhry (released). 

LVCC overseas signings: Kyle Abbott (South 
Africa, July-September). 


Jobs to do for 
new England 
coach Eddie 

NEW England rugby union head coach 
Eddie Jones officially started work this 
week. 

Here, The Sports Pink looks at the 
questions facing him. 

WHAT IS THE PRIORITY? 

The make-up of his coaching team. 
Andy Farrell, Graham Rowntree and 
Mike Catt - lieutenants under Stuart 
Lancaster who remain at Twickenham - 
are expected to depart with Jones 
favouring his own men. An approach is 
reported to have already been made to 
Steve Borthwick, who worked under the 
Australian with Japan and is presently 
employed by Bristol. 

COULD ANY OF LANCASTER’S 
ASSISTANTS SURVIVE? 

Highly unlikely. Farrell has the best 
chance of being retained and was name 
checked by Jones during his recent 
press conference, but the 55-year-old is 
sure to want his own team in place. 

WILL THE CHANGES EXTEND TO THE 
CAPTAINCY? 

It is hard to see Chris Robshaw 
remaining at the helm, not least 
because his position as openside is 
under scrutiny. 

SO IS THIS THE END OF ROBSHAW’S 



New England head coach Eddie 
Jones 

ENGLAND CAREER? 

He may be stripped of the captaincy, 
but the 29-year-old will almost certainly 
be retained in the elite player squad 
named in January. With Jones favouring 
a genuine openside he is likely to look 
elsewhere at seven, but there could be 
a future for Robshaw’s relentless work 
rate at blindside flanker. 

WILL JONES MAKE SWEEPING 
CHANGES? 

Jones must name his first squad , 
containing around 33 players, in mid- 
January but under the terms of the 
agreement with the clubs, he is only 
allowed to make 10 changes. Although 
this limits the scope for overhauling the 
EPS, the general consensus is that 
Lancaster’s failing was his team rather 
than squad selection so Jones will be 
satisfied with most of those present. 

COULD THERE BE ANY BOLTERS? 

Wasps backs Elliot Daly and Joe 
Simpson have started the season with a 
bang and their Fijian-born club 
colleague Nathan Hughes, who 
qualifies for England in June, is a pick 
for later this year, but it is Henry Slade 
and Maro Itoje who are causing the 
greatest stir. Slade has been 
outstanding for Exeter this season, 
while Itoje has also impressed for 
Saracens. 
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A World ♦f Furniture 

SOLID WOOD SUPERSTORES 


masnm f@' j @ 






Also a Games Workshop and Hornby/Scalextic spares 
centre Radio Control Range Now Available 



7/9 High Street, Eastleigh SO50 5LB 
www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk 
www.acmodelsspares.co.uk 

02380 610100 


OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK 9am - 5pm 

Both shops closed on Wednesday & Sunday 


DENTURE 

WEARERS 



50% DISCOUNT 

TO SENIOR CITIZENS 

£399.00 all inclusive 

NO PAYMENT UNTIL DENTURES ARE FITTED 

7 DAY SERVICE 

30 MILE RADIUS OF SOUTHAMPTON 
ARE YOUR DENTURES: LOOSE CHIPPED OR WORN? 
THEN HAVE THEM REPLACED WITH A NEW SET IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME! 

ALL TECHNICIANS REGISTERED WITH THE GENERAL DENTAL COUNCIL 

PHONE 07810 618102 




O SOLID OAK, PINE & PAINTED 
FURNITURE SPECIALISTS 

O HUGE STOCKS 

COMPREHENSIVE DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

O QUALITY PRODUCTS 

FANTASTIC SERVICE 


BLANDFQRD 

(Holland Way) 


POOLE 
(nr ToysRus) 


SALISBURY 

(nr Tesco/behind Halfords) 



Kingston Oak 
Corner TV Unit 


was £220 





Kingston Oak 
3 Bay Sideboard 


SOUTHAMPTON 

(opp Peter Green, Chandlers Ford) 


was £376 
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GRAHAM RUSSELL 

DRUMS 


Loads of gift ideas for 
the drummer in your life! 

www.grahamrusselldrums.com 


Unit 5 Axis Park, 
Newgate Lane 
Fareham 
POI4 1 FD 
01329 334 012 


if 


RuMA HAIR BEAUTY MEDISPA 

YOU’VE HEARD THE RUMOURS, 
NOW EXPERIENCE RuMA 

ROMA SOUTHAMPTON IS NOW OPEN, 
OFFERING A UNIQUE RANGE OF PRESTIGE 
HAIR STYLING AND BEAUTY SERVICES TO 
THE SOUTHAMPTON AREA 
CONTACT US NOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
OUR FANTASTIC OPENING OFFERS 



www.rumasalons.com 


Beaufort House, Hamble Lane, Southampton 


Tel: 02380 402 702 


Electric Garage Doors 

Sale Offer 


Automatic Insulated Aluminium 
Fitted Roller Garage Door 


All our doors bespoke 
manufactured at our 
state-of-the art 
Bishop's Waltham Factory. 


• So simple to operate 

• Fully automatic 

• Simple key fob operation 

• Fully insulated 

• No maintenance 

• Reduced draughts 

• Space saving 

• Full range of colours 


sRandoor 

Covering Hampshire and Wiltshire 

01962 600777 



Open 7 days a week, info@skandoor.co.uk 

www.skandoor.co.uk 


PraiscE member a df 

CheGkatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 
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Non league FOOT 



AFC Totton manager Steve 
Hollick 


Impatient Totton fans ‘have been spoilt’, says boss 


AFC Totton boss Steve Hollick has told 
the club’s fans not to expect too much. 

Hollick reckons the “keyboard warri¬ 
ors” who have been on his back of late 
should be realistic about the club’s ex¬ 
pectations. 

The Stags were 16th, five points above 
the Evostik Southern League S&W’s 
bottom two, before today’s game at high¬ 
flying North Leigh after conceding eight 
goals in back-to-back defeats at Evesh¬ 
am (0-6) and at home to Taunton Town 
(0-2) last week. 

But Hollick insists supporters should 
not expect the club to be challenging for 
promotion. 

“The fans here are craving instant suc¬ 
cess after a couple of years in the dol¬ 
drums,” he said. “I love the fans, they’re 
really passionate about the football club 
but they don’t see what goes on behind 
the scenes and the issues we have some¬ 
times. 

“It’s very frustrating because they 
want success on the pitch straight away 


Some expect everything to be hunky 
dory but Totton fans have been very for¬ 
tunate over the years. 

“The club’s had some very good players 
- Mark Osman, Jamie Whisken. More 
recently they’ve been lucky enough to 
see good young players as they’re devel¬ 
oping like Baily Cargill and now Jack 
Simpson from Bournemouth. 

“They’ve been spoilt, they really have.” 

Simpson is one of several youngsters 
in the Totton squad. 

“The chairman (Andy Straker) has 
been really prudent, he’s doing a really 
good job and is very fair doing the best 
he can with limited resources,” contin¬ 
ued Hollick. 

“There are only so many people com¬ 
ing through the gate and there are an 
awful lot of issues we need to sort out 
off the pitch, which will take time. 

“We can only work with the budget 
we’ve got so we’re trying to encourage 
players to get out of their comfort zone 
and not worry about money. 


“The Southern League is a totally dif¬ 
ferent type of football to the Wessex, it’s 
more physical and of course there’s the 
extra travel but it’s about getting play¬ 
ers to challenge themselves. 

“We’ve got 16 lads who are doing that, 
but it’s a slow process. We’ve got two 
18-year-olds in the centre of the park in 
Jake Burgess and Jack Alexander, who 
we’re lucky to have. 

“But we’re going to be inconsistent 
because of the age of the squad. It’s 
a building process and we forget that 
sometimes.” 

The recent loan spell of Eastleigh 
striker Tony Lee, 19, has given Totton’s 
tyros something to aspire to. “Tony set 
the world alight here,” said Hollick. “He 
would be the difference between us be¬ 
ing mid-table and being in the play-offs. 

“But everything he did was aimed at 
being at Eastleigh which was a really 
good message for the youngsters. 

“You can see why Chris Todd rates him 
so highly.” 


Diaper warns other clubs off 
Mason as goals tally hits 25 



Boss says:‘He is 
under contract 
and still learning’ 

SHOLING boss Dave Diaper 
has warned other clubs off 
the prolific Dan Mason. 

The younger brother of Barry and 
Byron took his tally for the season to 
25 in 23 games when he scored twice 
in the first 11 minutes of Sholing’s 3-1 
win against Team Solent last week. 

No doubt he is attracting admiring 
glances from club’s further up the 
pyramid, but Diaper believes Sholing 
is the best place for him, having seen 
other players realise that the grass is 
now always greener away from Ports¬ 
mouth Road. 

Diaper said: “He’s under contract 
and still learning and it wouldn’t be 
good for him to warm the bench like 
one or two others have had to do af¬ 
ter supposedly going up the pyramid 
system. 

“Dan needs to play week in, week 
out.” 

Mason limped off with a knee inju¬ 
ry after 56 minutes of Sholing’s win 
last week and Diaper admits: “He’s 
suffered with a few injuries now and 
again. 

“That’s something we need to look 
into to try and overcome.” 

The positives far outweigh the neg¬ 
atives, however. 

“Dan is on fire, he’s really pro¬ 
gressed as a player, he’s come on 
leaps and bounds this year,” enthuses 
Diaper. 

“He’s been absolutely brilliant. You 
know what you’re going to get with 
him he’s growing in confidence. 


“He’s got that rare knack of being 
in the right place at the right time. 

“If you give him space with his 
back to goal he’ll kill you. He just 
finds that space. 

“He’s not that mobile but what he 


has got is an eye for goal and he likes 
to shoot at every opportunity. 

“He’s learning all the time, he’s go¬ 
ing to turn into a real good player. He 
creates space and scores from 25-30 
yards without any trouble. 


“A lot of players think they’ve made 
it before they’ve arrived but the good 
thing about Dan is that he listens. 

“He’s always willing to learn more. 
That’s why, potentially, he can go 
quite high.” 


Lions seal 
11th win 

ANDOVER Lions recorded 
their 11th consecutive league 
win with a 2-0 victory over 
Sway. 

The Hampshire Premier 
League Division One title- 
chasers are yet to drop a 
point this season, collecting a 
maximum 33 points from their 
opening 11 games. 

Playing without first choice 
players Joe Wright and Jazz 
Beavis, the Lions started the 
game slowly, with the visitors 
dominating the opening 
quarter of an hour. 

However the early nerves 
were soon dispelled when on 
19 minutes Kris Hudson lifted 
the ball over the Sway 
goalkeeper after being 
picked out from a cross by 
Shane Lock. 

The Lions played the 
second half with a strong 
wind behind them and not 
surprisingly opened the 
stronger of the two teams in 
the second half. 

Paris came closest to 
increasing the lead but his 
20-yard drive cannoned of the 
post before hitting a defender 
and ricocheting behind for a 
corner. 

Andover’s failure to convert 
their chances were 
threatening to be a major 
problem. 

In the 89th minute it looked 
like Andover were to drop 
their first points of the season 
when Sway substitute Jones 
found himself free inside the 
six-yard box but a point blank 
save from Dan Magee 
maintained their lead. 

Two minutes into added 
time the Lions won a corner 
and Lock picked out an 
unmarked Neve inside the 
box to head home and secure 
the points and a 2-0 victory. 

Club secretary Chris Paris 
said: “We knew Sway were a 
good side from our trip there 
in the summer when they held 
us until the 85th minute and 
also that they beat Four 
Marks a few weeks ago. 

“We should have added to 
our tally in the second half to 
give us a bit more comfort.” 

“We have conceded just 
once now in our last five 
league games and that is a 
credit to the whole side, we’re 
very pleased with the 
progress we are making.” 



Lions celebrate 
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Daley grabs four in a Kings-sized performance 


JOSH Daley hammered four goals 
as King George raced to a 9-0 
victory at Whiteheart United in 
Junior 3 of the City of 
Southampton Sunday League. 

Josh Barclay helped himself to 
three, with Craig Kinchington and 
Nathan Rose also scoring. 

Daniel Runnalls (2) and Sam 
Williams scored as Portside won 
3-2 at Mottisfont, with replied 
through a Matthew Bosanquet 
brace. 


Eastpoint came from behind at 
the halfway point to beat Abshot in 
Junior 2. Callum Wookey opened 
the scoring, but the hosts hit back 
through Dan Brunnen and Davy 
Moore. 

James Willis was Fawley RBL’s 
hat-trick hero in Junior Division 4. 

He helped his side win 5-3 at Otter 
Sunday, with Alex Waterman and 
Neil Darby also netting. 

Dave Bartlett, Shane Yeates and 
Ollie Searle replied. 


Forest Home defeated Hunters 
Inn 3-1 with goals from Keith 
Hartman, Lee James and Johnny 
Phillips. Jack Solloway replied. 

AFC Spitfire thrashed St Minions 
9-0 in Junior 5, with Matthew 
Coulthard leading the goal spree 
with a hat-trick. Further goals 
came from Dawid Wrezel (2), 

James Guppy, Reece Badger, 

Martin Wilson and Steve Bell. 

Kovan Hassan fired a hat-trick as 
Unity won 4-1 at Abotswood. Merk 


Iltemis also scored, with Lee 
Humphrey replying. 

There was also a hat-trick in the 
third Junior 5 game played. 
Cameron Roach scored it as 
Portswood Reserves thrashed 
Itchen Hawks 6-0, with Shane 
Weaver, Chris Astridge and an own 
goal completing the rout. 

Andy Longland scored a hat-trick 
for the second week running as 
Nursling won 7-1 at Banister Park 
in Junior 6. 
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Eastleigh celebrate as they reach the FA Cup third round for the first time. Match report and pictures on pages 6-7. 


Waterside through to third 
round with a Gray hat-trick 


NATHAN Gray starred as AFC 
Waterside progressed to the 
third round of the DR Ryder 
Trophy. 

He fired a hat-trick in his side’s 4-2 
home win over Bitterne Ducks. 

Michael Baker also scored, with 
Mike Thomas and Luke Richards re¬ 
plying. 

James Bright was another three- 
goal hero as AFC Bishopstoke won 
5-2 against visiting Lokomotiv East¬ 
leigh. 

Ryan Young and Craig Burnell also 
netted, with Danny Mead and Mark 
Henty replying. 

AFC Riverside came from behind to 
win 2-1 at Marchwood Rangers. 

Jay Petty had put the hosts into a 
half-time advantage, but Riverside 
hit back through Lee Portman and 


Tom Sage. A second half strike from 
Luke Wood gave AFC Portswood vic¬ 
tory over Bishops. 

Goals from Gift Ngubane and Stu 
Fudge gave Royale Marine a surprise 
2-1 victory over Aldermoor United. 

Marine have yet to win a game all 
season in Junior 3 of the City of 
Southampton Sunday League. 

But they still had too much for an 
Aldermoor side who are propping 
up Junior 2 without a point to their 
name. 

Kieran Wilson replied for Alder¬ 
moor. 

Sporting Compass won through 
to the third round of the Charlie 
Godden Trophy with a 2-1 win over 
Bridge Manor. 

Harri Williams and James Parsons 
were on target, with Matty Camfield 
replying. 


Curbridge were dumped out of the 
Hampshire Junior A Cup when they 
were caned 8-1 at home by Wickham 
Dynamos. Lewis Ranger replied. 

Terry Axton and Martyn Payne net¬ 
ted as Testlands came from 2-1 down 
to win 3-2 at Hamble Roll Call in the 
quarter final of the Southampton 
Sunday Senior Cup. 

• Itchen Saints won a goal-fest in 
the Senior Division of the City of 
Southampton Sunday League. 

They stormed into a 4-1 half-time 
lead at home to Boyatt Wood Wander¬ 
ers, and eventually won 6-3. 

Ryan Lambert and Courtney Camp¬ 
bell both scored twice, with Jamie 
Wilson and Aiden Johnston also net¬ 
ting. Dan Harkett-Burgess (2) and 
Nick Beatie replied. 

Jordan Freeman (2) and Shaun 
Jones netted as Yacht Tavern drew 


3-3 at RS Nomansland, who replied 
through Sam Knight, Ben Dawkins 
and Dan Sanders. 

There was only one game in the 
Premier Division, and saw Titans 
draw 2-2 at Landguard through goals 
from Luke Neary and Connor Bray. 

Darren Nutbeen and Louis Lemes- 
sieur both scored twice as Chamber- 
layne romped to a 6-2 home win over 
Test Valley Spartans in Junior Divi¬ 
sion 1. 

Adam Smith and Mark Farmer 
completed the half-dozen haul, with 
Craig Renwick and John Bradford 
replying for a Spartans side who 
were 3-0 down at half-time. 

Alex Waldron scored both goals as 
AFC Velmore came from behind at 
half time to win 2-1 at CDA. Jamie 
Rosher had put the hosts ahead. 


Good and 
bad sides 
of football 

BOOK REVIEWS 

IT’S been an indifferent year 
for football-related books. 

Ordinarily, they dominate 
the listings and Christmas 
wishlists, but perhaps the 
combination of a compelling 
Rugby World Cup, coupled 
with increasing evidence of 
fans becoming jaded with an 
incessant football diet, has 
contributed to its relative 
demise, at least in written 
form. 

Two of the best three 
football books of 2015 (there 
weren’t many more) each had 
the same title, with the first, 
The Ugly Game by Martin 
Callidine, highlighting much 
that has turned so many 
people off our national sport. 

Like so many others, 
Calladine fell out of love with 
football and opted to ‘return 
to his childhood love’, 
American Football and the 
NFL. 

Gridiron’s appeal, he 
argues, stems from strict 
adherence to rules which 
ensure it remains ultra- 
competitive. 

Of course, football can still 
inspire and Euan McTear’s 
Eibar The Brave, the story of 
Sociedad Deportiva Eibar, a 
club hailing from a tiny 
Basque town, is a wonderful 
sporting fairytale which, the 
author says, “Hollywood 
script writers would discard 
for being too far-fetched”. 

McTear takes his readers on 
a brilliant, season-long ride 
which builds to a remarkable 
crescendo, the icing on the 
cake of a truly uplifting story. 

Earlier this year, 
investigative journalists Heidi 
Blake and Jonathan Calvert 
were instrumental in causing 
a major upheaval at FIFA, the 
repercussions of which 
continue to be felt and their 
excellent book, The Ugly 
Game, focuses on the bribery 
and corruption which resulted 
in the tiny Gulf state being 
awarded the 2022 World Cup. 

The Ugly Game by Martin 
Callidine 

Sportsbookofthemonth.com 
price: £10.00 saving £2.99 on 
rrp 

Eibar The Brave by Euan McTear 
Sportsbookofthemonth.com 
price: £7.99 saving £2.00 on rrp 
The Ugly Game: The Qatari Plot 
to Buy the World Cup by Heidi 
Blake and Jonathan Calvert 
Sportsbookofthemonth.com 
price: £9.00 saving £7.99 on rrp 



Eibar the Brave 



















38 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, December 5,2015 



STEPHAN SHOES 


Sandpiper fitting centre 
184 Portswood RD, Southampton S017 2NJ 
(100 yards from Sainsbury’s superstore, bottom of Highfield lane) 

Tel: 02380 554437 


Increasing 
toe depth 


Increasing tread width 


riQker SUAVe Van Da! 


with this voucher 
until 24th Dec. 


Shop locally for gifts 
for you and your home 



E:3l:0 



shopinhampshire.co.uk 


Search over 9,000 local businesses 


Brought to you by 


Dally Echo 0,*- 

H AMPSHIRE ^CHRONICLE 


In association with 


m Hampshire 

County Council 


Rome Florence Pompeii on 
5 Star ms Eurodam 
10th April 2016... 7 Nights from 

£799pp 

- -4-- 

Free Flights from London 
Free transfers from Airport to ship 
and return 

Upgrade to Oceanview stateroom 
for ONLY^lOOpp 
Upgrade to Verandah Stateroom 
for ONLY £200pp 

PLUS exclusive to Southampton Cruise 
Concierge $100 money to spend onboard 



Fly from London to Barcelona / Barcelona, Spain - Cagliari, 
Sardinia - Palermo, Sicily - Civitavecchia(Rome), 

Italy - Livorno (Florence/Pisa), Italy - Monaco - Barcelona, 
Spain / Fly from Barcelona to London 


SOUTHAMPTON 


CRUISE 



Personal Luxury Travel Service 



QAQQ lAfin The QE2 Mile, 160 High Street, 
OU/O Southampton, S014 2BT 


Terms & Conditions: Fares listed are per person based on double occupancy at the lowest grade stateroom in the relevant stateroom 
type, are based on RX and include Taxes, Frees & Port Expenses. Offer fares are for new bookings only, are non-refundable and only 
available with select economy flights out of London. Exclusive onboard spend is shown per stateroom. Offers are capacity controlled 
and may be modified or withdrawn or sailing /departure dates nay be substituted without prior notice. Subject to availability. Other 
restrictions may in apply. It is the responsibility of guests to ensure they have full passport valid at least 6 months beyond the date 
travel is to commence. The cruise lines terms & conditions apply. Ships registry The Netherlands. 



iHABTA (S) 

Travel with confidence 
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THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR 
SERVICE AND VALUE 

QUALITY TIMBER BUILDINGS MADE TO YOUR SPECIFICATION 
We are a family run business that has been designing and erecting 
timber buildings for over 26 years. We can design and construct 
any building to your specification. 

ALL TYPES OF BUILDINGS INCLUDE: 


■ Sheds & workshops ■ Summerhouses & gazebos ■ 

■ Play houses ■ Garages ■ Tool tidy’s & potting sheds ■ Home offices ■ 

■ Solar sheds ■ Pool houses ■ Swimming pool pump rooms ■ 

■ Pool changing rooms ■ Timber conservatories ■ Dog kennels ■ Beach huts ■ 


OTHER SERVICES: Shed repairs ■ Fencing ■ Decking ■ Tree surgery ■ 
20 year product guarantee on 
Shed Sheet Rubber Roofing 

All Elford Sheds are made in the UK Sri 


www.elfordsheds.co.uk 

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 

TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT CALL FIRST TO 
CONFIRM OPENING HOURS 
The Yard, Botley Road, North Baddesley, Southampton. S052 9DP 

01794 523388 

FREEPHONE 0800 644 6334 



First — 
Impressions 

•A Denture Centre 

Creating your smile takes 
more than using top quality 
materials - perfect dentures 
also require communication, 
planning and 
technique. 

Steve Martin 
is an expert 
2- in his field 

For a free, no obligation 
consultation call him on 

023 8066 8886 

Steve Martin 

Dip RCS CTD (Eng) 

, .. c ,vM\esW^ er - 

\An\r\ r\O SYD* FirstImpressions 

1 y J. CU\l U Denture Centre 

33 New Forest Enterprise Centre, 
Chapel Lane,Totton, Southampton S040 9LA 

www.dentureconfidence.co.uk 



i 


Heritage 

Will Writing t * 


PROFESSIONAL 
WILL WRITING & 
INHERITANCE TAX 
SERVICES 
PROVIDING: 

• Comprehensive Will Writing 

• Home Visits 

• Will Amendments and Reviews 

• Estate & Inheritance Tax Planning 

• Long Term Care Advice 

• Hospital & Care Home Visits 

• Lasting Power of Attorney 

• Wills from £95.00 

We provide a friendly, 
approachable and discrete service 
and on hand to meet your needs. 


(lirsietlQq 

OPEN AIR MARKET & 
CAR BOOT SALE 

WE ARE OPEN EVERY SUNDAY AND 
ALL BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS 
ALL YEAR ROUND 6AM-2PM 

Along the M27, off Jnct 8 
top of Hamble Lane 
opp. Tesco, Bursledon 
S031 8GN 

Car Boot Sellers/Market Traders 
Just turn up on the day 

01489 786653 

or visit us at 

www.bursledoncarbootsale.co.uk 


Tel: (023) 8087 9243 

Email: info@heritagewillwriting.co.uk 
www.heritagewillwriting.co.uk 


TOILET AND PARKING FACILITIES 
No parking in Tesco Car Park. 
No dogs allowed 



Operated by Pla 


1 behalf of Ea 


Go places with Rudolph 


12 days of fitness £15 


Contact us today! 


Fleming Park Leisure Centre 

Passfield Avenue, Eastleigh, Hants So5 09NL 
012380684809 


EASTLEIGH 


pET VET 

VETERINARY CLINIC 

Special Offers 

• FREE Health Check with 
all Vaccinations 

• MICROCHIP your pets, 
only £15 

• FREE Reptile Health Check 


116 PORTSMOUTH RD, WOOLSTON, S019 9AP 

023 80 443 999 

54 THORNHILL PARK RD, THORNHILL, S018 5TQ 


023 80 46 36 46 

www.petvet.org.uk 




FIREWORKS 
FOR SALE 


Wholesale prices 
large range available for 
all requirements! 

Open from 10.30am to late 
Monday to Sunday 
Only open from: 

27th Dec - 31st Dec 

Biynford, Botley Road, 
INI ortH B addesley 
Southampton SO52 9DP 



Orangeries from £16,500 
Conservatories from £8,000 
Any 5 Windows from £2,145 


WINDOW OFFERS 


WINDOWS TRIPLE GLAZING Double Glazing Planitherm 


Special Autumn Offers 




Hit 




Any 3 Windows 
Any 4 Windows 
Any 5 Windows 
Any 6 Windows 
Any 7 Windows 
Any 8 Windows 
Any 9 Windows 
Any 10 Windows 


£1,430 

£1,885 

£2,372 

£2,808 

£3,315 

£3,796 

£4,270 

£4,745 


£ 1,100 

£1,450 

£1,825 

£2,160 

£2,550 

£2,920 

£3,285 

£3,650 


standard. 
Prices cannot 
be used in 
conjunction with 
other offers. 
T&C apply. 



GARDEN CENTRE GARDEN CENTRE 

Woodhouse Lane, Allington Lane, Fair Oak, 


www.shieldltd.net 


iT SHOP 


EQUALITY 



• JEWELLERY 

• CRAFTS 

• ACCESSORIES 

• CARDS 

• TOYS 

TEA, COFFEE & 
CHOCOLATE! 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
WHICH CHANGE 
THE WORLD 

MON FRI 9AM-5PM 
SAT 10AM-4PM 


TRADING FOR A FAIRER 
WORLD 


8A Wells Place, 

Eastleigh, SO50 5PP 
023 8061 3894 
www.shopequality.co.uk fairtrade I 
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SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND 


TABLES 


1 Barclays Premier League 

Arsenal... 





....3 

Sunderlnd 


. 1 

Campbell 33 
Giroud 63 








Giroud 45 og 

Ramsey 90 
HT 1-1 








Att 59,937 

Chelsea... 





....L 

AFC Bournemouth ...L 

HTL-L 

Man Utd .. 





....0 

West Ham 


. 0 

HT 0-0 

SAINTS... 





....1 

A. Villa. 


. 1 

Romeu 73 








Lescott 44 

HT 0-1 








Att 29,645 

Stoke. 





....2 

Man City.. 


. 0 

Arnautovic 7,15 







HT 2-0 








Att 27,264 

Swansea. 





....0 

Leicester. 


.3 








Mahrez 5,22,67 

HT 0-2 








Att 20,836 

Watford... 





....2 

Norwich... 


. 0 

Deeney 30 pen, Ighalo 90 






HT 1-0 








Att 20,422 

W.B.A. 





....1 

Tottenham Hotspur... 1 

McClean 39 








Alii 15 

HT 1-1 








Att 23,602 




HOME 

AWAY 


p 

W 

D 

L 

F A 

W D 

L 

F A Pt 

Leicester 

15 

4 

2 

1 

14 12 

5 3 

0 

18 9 32 

Arsenal 

15 

4 

2 

1 

11 5 

5 1 

2 

16 8 30 

Man City 

15 

6 

0 

2 

23 10 

3 2 

2 

7 6 29 

Man Utd 

15 

4 

3 

0 

9 1 

4 2 

2 

11 9 29 

Tottenham 

15 

4 

4 

0 

14 5 

2 4 

1 

11 7 26 

West Ham 

15 

2 

3 

2 

12 11 

4 2 

2 

13 10 23 

Liverpool 

14 

3 

2 

2 

8 9 

3 3 

1 

10 6 23 

Crystal P 

14 

3 

1 

4 

11 9 

4 0 

2 

8 5 22 

Watford 

15 

3 

2 

3 

6 6 

3 2 

2 

11 10 22 

Stoke 

15 

3 

1 

3 

7 7 

3 3 

2 

6 7 22 

Everton 

14 

3 

2 

2 

16 11 

2 4 

1 

11 8 21 

SAINTS 

15 

3 

2 

3 

13 11 

2 4 

1 

8 7 21 

W.B.A. 

15 

2 

2 

4 

10 14 

3 2 

2 

4 5 19 

Chelsea 

14 

3 

1 

3 

10 10 

1 2 

4 

7 13 15 

Swansea 

15 

2 

3 

3 

8 12 

1 2 

4 

6 10 14 

Norwich 

15 

2 

2 

3 

8 9 

1 2 

5 

9 18 13 

Sunderlnd 

15 

2 

2 

3 

9 8 

1 1 

6 

8 21 12 

Bournemth 

14 

1 

3 

3 

8 12 

1 1 

5 

9 18 10 

Newcastle 

14 

1 

3 

3 

11 12 

1 1 

5 

3 18 10 

A. Villa 

15 

0 

2 

5 

5 10 

1 1 

6 

8 18 6 


SkyBet Championsh 

ip 


Birminghm.... 




....0 

Huddersfld... 

.2 









Lolley 1 
Wells 81 

HT 0-1 








Att 15,931 

Bolton. 





....2 

Cardiff. 


.3 

Madine 17 








Watt 13 

Dervite 71 








Malone 53 
Pilkington 80 

HT 1-1 








Att 13,241 

Brentford 





....2 

M K Dons 


. 0 

Vibe 20 

Judge 71 

HT 1-0 








Att 9,682 

Brighton.. 





....3 

Charlton .. 


. 2 

Wilson 50 








Lookman 2 

Zamora 83 






Ghoochannejhad 5 

Hemed 85 

HT 0-2 








Att 24,587 

Bristol C . 





....0 

Blackburn 


. 2 









Hanley 59 








Marshall 86 pen 

HT 0-0 








Att 15,021 

Burnley... 





....0 

Preston... 


. 2 









Keane 63 
Johnson 86 

HT 0-0 








Att 18,614 

Leeds Utd . 




....2 

Hull . 



i 

Wood 30 







Elmohamady 51 

Adeyemi 45 
HT 2-0 








Att 24,962 

Nottm For 

Mills 45,78 
O’Grady 52 





....3 

Fulham .... 


. 0 

HT 1-0 








Att 18,377 

Rotherham 




....1 

Wolves 


.2 

Newell 18 






Henry 5, Batth 44 

HT 1-2 








Att 9,759 




HOME 

AWAY 


p 

W 

D 

L 

F A 

W D 

L 

F A Pt 

Brighton 

Middlesbro 

19 

8 

2 

0 

15 7 

3 6 

0 

12 9 41 

19 

7 

1 

1 

16 2 

5 2 

3 

13 10 39 

Derby Cty 

18 

5 

3 

1 

15 6 

5 3 

1 

11 5 36 

Hull 

19 

6 

2 

1 

16 5 

4 3 

3 

12 8 35 

Burnley 

19 

6 

2 

2 

17 11 

3 5 

1 

9 8 34 

Cardiff 

19 

5 

3 

1 

12 6 

2 5 

3 

10 12 29 

Birminghm 

19 

3 

2 

5 

9 13 

5 2 

2 

16 9 28 

Sheff Wed 

18 

5 

3 

1 

15 9 

2 4 

3 

10 13 28 

Ipswich 

19 

3 

5 

2 

13 11 

4 2 

3 

15 16 28 

Brentford 

19 

5 

1 

4 

13 14 

3 3 

3 

13 11 28 

Reading 

19 

4 

4 

2 

13 7 

3 2 

4 

13 15 27 

Q.P.R. 

19 

4 

4 

1 

17 11 

3 1 

6 

7 14 26 

Blackburn 

19 

2 

5 

2 

10 7 

3 4 

3 

11 11 24 

Wolves 

19 

2 

4 

3 

9 10 

4 2 

4 

15 14 24 

Nottm For 

19 

4 

3 

3 

13 9 

2 2 

5 

6 10 23 

Fulham 

19 

3 

3 

3 

16 16 

2 4 

4 

15 17 22 

Leeds Utd 

19 

2 

3 

5 

7 12 

3 4 

2 

11 10 22 

Preston 

19 

1 

5 

3 

6 8 

3 4 

3 

9 8 21 

Huddersfld 

19 

2 

3 

4 

10 12 

2 3 

5 

9 16 18 

M K Dons 

19 

3 

1 

5 

8 11 

1 3 

6 

7 15 16 

Bristol C 

19 

2 

3 

5 

11 18 

1 4 

4 

7 14 16 

Charlton 

19 

3 

2 

4 

11 16 

1 2 

7 

6 16 16 

Rotherham 

19 

2 

2 

6 

13 20 

2 1 

6 

9 15 15 

Bolton 

19 

1 

7 

2 

9 10 

0 2 

7 

5 18 12 

I FA Cup Second Round 


Barnet.0 

HT 0-0 

Chesterfld.1 

Novak 90 
HT 0-1 

Leyton O.0 

HT 0-0 

Millwall.1 

Thompson 57 


HT 0-0 


Newport County.1 

Boden 59 
Att 1,767 

Walsall.1 

Demetriou 19 
Att 4,126 

Scunthorpe.0 

Att 2,540 

Wycombe.2 

Hayes 50 
Harriman 90 
Att 3,960 


Northmptn.3 

Hoskins 83 
Taylor 85 
Calvert-Lewin 87 
HT 0-1 

POMPEY.1 

McGurk 21 
HT 1-0 

Sheff Utd.1 

Done 47 
HT 0-0 

Stourbrdge.0 

HT 0-0 

Yeovil.1 

Tozer 86 
HT 0-0 


Northwich.2 

Ball 44 
Bennett 63 

Att 3,837 

Acc Stanley.0 

Att 9,258 

Oldham.0 

Att 6,938 

EASTLEIGH.2 

Constable 59 
Payne 77 
Att 2,086 

Stevenage.0 

Att 2,264 


Johnstone’s Paint Trophy 
Northern Section Semi-Final 


Wigan.L Barnsley.L 

Grigg 48,82 Hammill 42 

Toney 53 

HT 0-1 


SkyBet League One 


p 

Burton Alb 20 
Coventry 20 
Walsall 20 
Gillingham 20 
Wigan 20 
Peterboro 20 
Millwall 20 
Southend 20 
Bradford 20 
Bury 20 

Port Vale 20 
Sheff Utd 20 
Rochdale 20 
Scunthorpe 20 
Doncaster 20 
Chesterfld 20 
Swindon 20 
Fleetwood T 20 
Shrewsbry 20 
Colchester 20 
Oldham 20 
Blackpool 20 
Crewe 20 
Barnsley 20 


HOME 

W D L F 
7 2 1 16 

7 3 0 24 

5 3 2 15 

8 2 0 25 

6 3 1 15 

5 2 3 23 

5 1 4 14 

5 2 3 10 

4 4 2 11 

4 4 2 17 

6 3 1 18 

5 1 4 21 

5 2 3 14 

5 14 8 

4 4 2 13 

2 2 6 14 

3 2 5 15 

4 3 3 19 

3 1 6 14 

3 4 3 17 

1 3 6 11 

4 2 4 9 

2 2 6 10 

3 2 5 11 


A W D 

6 6 0 

12 4 3 

10 6 3 

8 3 3 

4 3 4 

18 5 1 

13 4 3 

9 3 5 

9 4 3 

15 4 2 

10 2 2 

17 2 5 

11 2 4 

9 3 1 

8 2 2 

21 5 0 

16 3 2 

9 2 0 

15 3 2 

17 2 1 

22 2 7 

12 1 2 

19 3 2 

11 2 1 


AWAY 

L F A Pt 
4 8 10 41 

3 14 9 39 

1 20 9 39 

4 14 17 38 

3 14 15 34 

4 23 13 33 
3 17 15 31 

2 15 13 31 

3 11 11 31 

4 14 15 30 

6 8 13 29 

3 11 13 27 

4 10 12 27 
6 16 18 26 

6 7 18 24 

5 11 14 23 

5 14 18 22 
8 8 20 21 
5 12 16 21 

7 13 32 20 

1 11 10 19 

7 7 16 19 

5 9 14 19 

7 14 23 18 


SkyBet League Two 


P w 

Oxford Utd 20 5 
Plymouth 20 6 
Northmptn 20 7 
Acc Stanley 19 4 
POMPEY 20 3 
Carlisle 20 5 
Mansfield 20 3 
Leyton O 20 5 
Wycombe 19 3 
Bristol R 20 3 
Exeter 20 4 
Wimbledon 20 4 
Morecambe 20 4 
Luton 20 3 

Cambridge 20 4 
Notts Cnty 19 6 
Crawley 20 4 
Stevenage 20 4 
Barnet 20 5 
Hartlepool 19 3 
Newport C 20 1 

Dagenham 20 0 
York 20 1 

Yeovil 20 1 


HOME 

D L F A W 

4 1 13 7 6 

2 2 16 9 6 

1 2 16 9 5 

3 2 18 15 6 

6 1 17 7 5 

3 2 21 17 4 

4 3 14 10 6 

3 2 18 10 3 

3 3 13 12 5 

1 6 11 12 6 

5 1 16 11 4 

2 4 13 14 3 

0 6 17 19 4 

3 4 14 13 4 

1 5 15 17 3 

1 3 18 13 1 

2 4 10 12 3 

2 4 13 17 1 

2 3 15 11 1 

2 5 11 15 3 

4 5 11 17 3 

4 6 8 16 2 

3 6 13 22 1 

3 6 13 19 1 


AWAY 

D L F A Pt 

3 1 18 9 40 

2 2 14 7 40 

3 2 17 14 40 

2 2 16 7 35 

4 1 16 11 34 

3 3 17 19 33 

1 3 14 8 32 

4 3 14 17 31 

3 2 11 7 30 

2 2 16 11 30 

1 5 12 16 30 

5 2 13 12 28 

3 3 20 18 27 

2 4 18 15 26 

4 3 15 14 26 

3 5 9 17 25 

2 5 15 20 25 

5 4 14 19 22 

1 8 11 24 21 

0 6 8 14 20 

3 4 10 12 19 

3 5 11 18 13 

3 6 9 20 12 

2 7 6 15 11 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


Celtic.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Dundee.0 

HT 0-2 

Hearts.P 

Postponed - due to high winds. 

Kilmarnock.1 

Boyd 4 
HT 1-1 

Partick.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Ross Cnty.2 

Boyce 68 
Davies 74 
HT 0-2 


Hamilton.P 

Aberdeen.2 

McGinn 9 
Rooney 25 
Att 6,327 

Inverness CT.P 

Dundee Utd.1 

McKay 24 pen 
Att 2,828 

Motherwell.P 

St Johnstn.3 


Wotherspoon 3,43 
Mackay 88 
Att 3,229 


P 

Celtic 16 
Aberdeen 17 
Hearts 16 
St Johnstn 17 
Hamilton 16 
Ross Cnty 17 
Dundee 17 
Inverness CT16 
Partick 16 
Kilmarnock 17 
Motherwell 16 
Dundee Utd 17 


HOME 

W D L F 
6 2 0 23 

6 1 1 14 

5 2 1 16 

4 3 1 14 

3 3 2 13 

5 0 4 15 

2 3 3 11 

2 2 4 6 

2 2 4 8 

2 2 5 10 

2 2 4 8 

12 6 8 


A W D 

4 6 1 

8 5 1 

8 4 2 

9 5 0 

10 3 1 

12 1 3 

13 2 5 

9 2 3 

13 2 3 

20 2 3 

12 2 1 

14 1 1 


AWAY 

L F A Pt 

1 18 8 39 

3 13 10 35 

2 13 9 31 

4 21 17 30 

4 8 12 22 

4 10 13 21 

2 11 14 20 

3 11 13 17 

3 9 10 17 

3 8 10 17 

5 5 11 15 

6 5 19 9 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 


Alloa.0 

HT 0-0 

Falkirk.P 

Postponed - due to bad weather. 

Morton.P 

Postponed - due to bad weather. 


Dumbarton.2 

Docherty 71 
Gallagher 87 
Att 492 

Livingston.P 

Hibernian.P 


Raith.P Rangers.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

St Mirren.P Queen Sth.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 


P W 

Rangers 15 8 

Hibernian 15 6 

Falkirk 15 5 

Morton 16 3 

Raith 15 5 

Queen Sth 16 3 

Dumbarton 16 2 

St Mirren 15 0 

Livingston 15 1 

Alloa 16 0 


HOME 

D L F A W 

0 0 25 3 5 

1 0 15 5 6 

1 1 12 2 4 

3 15 5 3 

1 2 13 6 2 

2 4 11 19 3 

1 5 9 18 2 

3 5 8 15 2 

1 5 7 10 2 

1 7 3 16 1 


AWAY 

D L F A Pt 

1 1 19 6 40 

0 2 13 5 37 

3 1 17 11 31 

2 4 11 11 23 

1 4 6 15 23 

1 3 6 6 21 

1 5 7 13 14 

3 2 6 8 12 

1 5 10 13 11 

1 6 4 20 5 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


Albion R.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pit 

Dunfrmline.3 

El Bakhtaoui 34 
Paton 41 
Hopkirk 71 
HT 2-0 


HOME 

P W D L F 

Dunfrmline 16 5 2 1 21 

Ayr Utd 15 6 2 0 22 

Albion R 15 5 1113 

Stenhsmuir 15 4 2 2 15 

Airdrieonians 15 3 1 4 7 

Peterhead 15 3 4 1 19 

Forfar 15 2 1 4 13 

Cowdenbth 15 3 3 1 11 

Stranraer 15 1 1 6 3 

Brechin 16 1 1 5 6 


Stranraer.P 

Brechin.1 


Layne 66 


Att 2,361 

AWAY 

A W D L F A Pt 

6 5 2 1 22 4 34 

7 4 2 1 10 8 34 

6 2 2 4 4 11 24 

16 2 2 3 11 17 22 

9 3 1 3 10 12 20 

10 1 3 3 10 9 19 

13 2 4 2 10 12 17 

7 1 0 7 9 30 15 

15 3 1 3 8 10 14 

14 2 1 6 9 17 11 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


E Stirling.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pit 

Stirling A.3 

Lamont 53 
Doris 80 
D Smith 86 
HT 0-1 


HOME 

P W D L F 
Annan Ath 14 4 3 0 13 

Clyde 14 4 1 2 15 

Elgin 15 6 1 0 19 

Queen Park 14 3 1 3 10 

East Fife 14 4 1 2 14 

Stirling A 15 3 1 3 9 

Montrose 14 5 0 2 15 

E Stirling 14 5 0 2 13 

Arbroath 14 2 1 4 7 

Berwick 14 3 2 3 9 


Clyde.P 

Elgin.1 


Gunn 21 pen 


Att 452 

AWAY 

A W D L F A Pt 

7 4 0 3 11 10 27 

10 3 2 2 9 5 24 

6 1 1 6 9 17 23 

7 4 0 3 14 9 22 

7 2 2 3 10 10 21 

8 3 2 3 8 9 21 

12 1 0 6 7 15 18 

10 0 1 6 7 21 16 

10 2 2 3 10 12 15 

14 1 1 4 6 16 15 


Scottish Cup Third Round 


Wick Academy.P Linlithgow Rose.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 


Scottish Cup Third Round Replays 


Annan Athletic.P 

Postponed - due to high winds. 

Arbroath.A 

HTA-A 

Cove. 

Watt 17 
Park 41 
Yule 72 
Milne 82 
HT 2-0 

East Kilbride.L 

J Smith 6 
HT 1-1 

Extra time being played: score after 90 
Played. 

Forfar.2 

Travis 45 
Templeman 77 
HT 1-0 

Lothian Thistle.P 

Postponed - due to high winds. 


Inverurie Loco WorksP 
Cowdenbth.A 


4 Formartine United 1 

Gauld 52 


Att 450 

Stenhsmuir.L 

McMenamin 31 

mins 1-1 Extra Time Being 

Queen Park.1 

McKernon 52 
Att 520 

Huntly.P 


Vanarama National League 


Barrow.P 

Postponed - due to waterlogged pitch. 

Bromley.P 

Postponed - due to FA Cup. 

Cheltnham.3 

Waters 18,60 
Wright 88 
HT 1-1 

Dover.5 

Deverdics 1 
Parkinson 35 
Payne 61 
Raggett 69,75 
HT 2-0 

FC Halifax.1 

Walker 84 
HT 0-0 

Kiddrmnstr.0 

HT 0-0 

Southport.3 

Almond 27,73 pen 
Thompson 77 
HT 1-1 

Torquay.0 

HT 0-0 

Tranmere.1 

Mekki 3 

HT 1-2 

Woking.3 

Holman 6,68 
Quigley 40 
HT 2-0 


Boreham W.P 

Grimsby.P 

Chester FC.1 

Hannah 45 

Att 2,501 

Aldershot.2 

Hatton 46 
Walker 49 


Att 1,012 

Guiseley.1 

Dudley 48 
Att 1,355 

Gateshead.1 

McLaughlin 90 
Att 1,489 

Macclesfld.1 

Whitaker 45 pen 

Att 861 

Wrexham.1 

Carrington 78 
Att 1,512 

Braintree Town.2 

Sparkes 5 
Akinola 24 
Att 4,224 

Lincoln City.1 

Rhead 76 

Att 1,432 


P W 

Cheltnham 24 7 
Forest Grn 23 9 
Dover 25 8 
Grimsby 23 7 
Wrexham 23 7 
Braintree Tn 23 4 
Lincoln City 24 5 
EASTLEIGH 22 6 
Macclesfld 24 7 
Gateshead 23 4 
Woking 24 7 
Tranmere 24 6 
Bromley 23 6 
Barrow 24 7 
Chester FC 25 5 
Guiseley 25 6 
Aldershot 24 3 
Altrncham 23 5 
Welling U 23 4 
Boreham W 24 2 
Southport 22 2 
Torquay 23 1 
FC Halifax 23 2 
Kiddrmnstr 23 2 


HOME 

D L F A W 

4 1 23 9 7 

1 2 24 10 5 

3 1 22 11 4 

3 2 29 12 4 

3 2 30 15 5 

4 3 8 8 7 

5 1 18 10 6 

1 4 15 16 6 

2 2 18 8 5 

3 4 16 19 7 

2 4 26 17 3 

1 5 17 12 3 

1 4 23 13 4 

3 2 19 13 2 

4 3 18 15 3 

3 5 18 22 1 

2 7 11 19 5 

3 3 13 15 2 

4 3 14 12 2 

4 7 12 16 3 

3 6 11 21 3 

2 8 10 24 2 

5 5 20 30 2 

3 7 9 16 0 


AWAY 

D L F A Pt 

4 1 26 9 50 

3 3 16 13 46 

4 5 21 22 43 

6 1 17 9 42 

1 5 14 14 40 

3 2 21 11 40 

2 5 19 18 40 

3 2 21 12 40 

0 8 21 20 38 

1 4 15 16 37 

2 6 14 16 34 

6 3 15 14 34 

2 6 18 25 33 

1 9 10 31 31 

2 8 12 23 30 

6 4 9 18 30 

2 5 17 20 28 

2 8 9 22 26 

2 8 7 17 24 

3 5 11 13 22 

3 5 8 12 21 

6 4 15 22 17 

0 9 14 27 17 

5 6 13 20 14 


Vanarama National Lge Sth 

Bath City. 



....2 

Hayes & Yeading 

.3 

Watkins 55 





Jay 9 

Ball 82 




Williams 25 





Benyon 90 

HT 0-2 





Att 432 

B Stortfrd. 



,...L 

BASINGSTKE. 

.L 





Gasson 38 

HT 0-1 






Concord Rgs. 



.L 

Sutton Utd. 

.L 

HT 0-0 






Dartford. 



...A 

Havant and W.... 

.2 

E Bradbrook 26 pen,56 



Strugnell 49 

Harris 45 




Paterson 54 

Adams 66 






HT 2-0 





Att 738 

Eastbourne Borough.. 

. 1 

Oxford C. 

. 1 

Worrall 66 pen 





Bubb 32 

HT 0-1 





Att 422 

Gosport Borough .. 


.L 

Chelmsford. 

.L 

HT 0-0 






H Hempstead .... 



.L 

Ebbsfleet United 

.L 

Richens 81 






HT 0-0 






Maidenhead Utd 



... P 

Whitehawk. 

.P 

Postponed - due to FA Cup. 




Maidstone Utd... 



....L 

Truro City. 

.L 

Coyle 74 




White 85 pen 

May 78 






HT 0-0 






St Albans. 



.3 

Margate. 

. 0 

Theophanous 56 






Crawford 59 






Corcoran 89 






HT 0-0 





Att 421 

Wealdstone. 



,...L 

Weston-S-Mare.. 

.L 

Wright 5 






HT 1-0 







HOME 

AWAY 


P W 

D 

L 

F A 

W D L F 

A Pt 

Ebbsfleet U 18 5 

2 

2 

16 11 

8 1 0 17 

4 42 

Oxford C 20 3 

5 

2 

17 14 

6 3 1 23 

7 35 

Maidstone U 18 5 

0 

4 

8 7 

6 2 1 10 

3 35 

Whitehawk 18 4 

2 

3 

17 11 

4 4 1 22 

17 30 

Gosport B 18 3 

3 

3 

13 14 

5 3 1 15 

7 30 

Maidenhead 17 5 

2 

1 

14 8 

4 0 5 12 

15 29 

Sutton Utd 18 3 

4 

2 

16 12 

4 3 2 13 

8 28 

Truro City 18 5 

1 

3 

13 13 

2 6 1 11 

11 28 

Concord R 19 4 

0 

6 

17 17 

4 2 3 16 

14 26 

Bath City 19 4 

3 

3 

16 12 

3 2 4 9 

12 26 

Dartford 17 4 

3 

3 

16 13 

3 13 9 

8 25 

Chelmsford 18 3 

2 

4 

14 15 

4 2 3 14 

11 25 

H Hempstead 16 2 

1 

5 

10 10 

4 4 0 21 

11 23 

Eastbourne 17 2 

4 

4 

7 11 

4 1 2 13 

9 23 

B Stortfrd 18 3 

1 

5 

11 13 

4 1 4 12 

16 23 

H & Yeading 19 1 

4 

3 

8 13 

4 2 5 12 

18 21 

Wealdstone 17 3 

2 

3 

11 9 

2 3 4 9 

13 20 

Margate 19 1 

3 

5 

8 16 

3 3 4 13 

15 18 

Havant and W 20 4 

1 

4 

16 14 

1 2 8 10 

29 18 

Weston-S-M 18 2 

2 

5 

13 21 

3 0 6 8 

14 17 

St Albans 18 3 

2 

4 

12 12 

12 6 4 

17 16 

BASINGSTKE 18 1 

3 

5 

8 14 

0 3 6 7 

22 9 

Vanarama National Lge Nth 

Brackley. 



.1 

Gloucester. 

.0 

Diggin 83 






HT 0-0 





Att 240 

Bradford Pk Ave 



....L 

Stalybrdge. 

.L 

HT 0-0 






Chorley. 



,...L 

N Ferriby. 

.L 

Hine 36 




Kendall 64 

Cotterill 38 





King 89 

HT 2-0 





Att 675 

Curzon Ashton.. 



....L 

AFC Telford. 

.L 

HT 0-0 






Gainsboro. 



,...L 

Harrogate Town. 

.L 





Emmett 6 

HT 0-1 






Hdnesfrd T. 



....L 

AFC Fylde. 

.L 





M Hughes 10 

HT 0-1 






Lowestoft Town 



.1 

Alfreton Town.... 

.0 

Reed 67 






HT 0-0 





Att 487 

Nuneaton. 



....0 

Corby. 

.0 

HT 0-0 





Att 713 

Solihull Moors... 



...,L 

Boston. 

.L 

HT 0-0 






Stockport County.. 


,...L 

FC Utd of Man ... 

.L 

Margetts 55 




Fallon 45 





Greaves 71 

HT 0-1 






Tamworth. 



.3 

Worcester. 

.0 


Dyer 13 
Clarke 47 
Mettam 70 pen 
HT 1-0 
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